
  March 22, 2016  

 

 

MORGAN COUNTY COMMISSION SCHEDULED MEETING 
 

 

          The Morgan County Commission of Morgan County, Alabama, convened in a regular meeting on 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Morgan County Commission 

Office, County Courthouse, Decatur, Alabama.  The following members were present:  Mr. Ray Long, 

Chairman; Mr. Jeff Clark, Mr. Randy Vest, Mr. Don Stisher, and Mr. Greg Abercrombie, members.  

Absent:  N/A.  Mrs. Belinda Ealey, Mrs. Julie Reeves, and Mrs. Robbie Alexander acted as the clerks of 

the Meeting.  The Chairman stated that a quorum was present and declared the Meeting open for the 

transaction of business. 

 

 

VISITORS 
 

Bill Shinn, County Attorney   Greg Bodley, County Engineer 

Cliff Knight, Hartselle Enquirer   Derrick Shull, WYAM TV 51  

 Keith Clines, Decatur Daily   Adonis Bailey, Board of Registrars  

 

        

AGENDA 
 

The Agenda for the regular meeting of Tuesday, March 22, 2016, had been presented to the 

Commission for review.  The agenda was amended as follows: 

 

Old Business:   
 

Item #2 – Added 

 

 Adopt resolution for the acceptance of lowest quote and authorization for Chairman to enter into 

contract for fencing at Brindlee Mountain parking lot for Park & Recreation, submitted by 

Huntsville Fence Company, in the amount of $8,390.00 and certify the contract to be awarded 

is let in compliance with the Public Works Law and all other applicable provisions of the law. 
 

After due consideration it is therefore ordered by the Commission on motion of Mr. Don Stisher, 

seconded by Mr. Greg Abercrombie, and unanimously carried that the Agenda be, and are hereby 

approved for Tuesday, March 22, 2016. 

 

 

MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, March 10, 2016, had been presented to the 

Commission by email for their review. 

 

After due consideration it is therefore ordered by the Commission on motion of Mr. Randy Vest, 

seconded by Mr. Jeff Clark, and unanimously carried that there being no further additions or corrections 

to the above listed minutes, they are hereby approved. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   
 

ADOPT RESOLUTION FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF BID FROM THE LOWEST 

RESPONSIBLE BIDDER MEETING SPECIFICATIONS, AMERITEK, FOR DIGITAL 

COLOR PRINTER. 

 

 AMERITEK    $94.53 

 Printers & Stationers, Inc.  $137.00 (A) $107.00 (B) 

 RJ Young    $175.34 

 Howard Technology Solutions No Bid 

 

Mr. Don Stisher, member of the Commission, offered the following resolution and moved for its 

adoption.  Upon the same being duly seconded by Mr. Greg Abercrombie, it was put to a vote and 

unanimously adopted to wit: 

RESOLUTION 16-199 
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Morgan County Commission of Morgan County, Alabama, that the 

Commission does hereby approve acceptance of bid from the lowest responsible bidder meeting 

specifications, AMERITEK, for digital color printer: 

 

 AMERITEK    $94.53 

 Printers & Stationers, Inc.  $137.00 (A) $107.00 (B) 

 RJ Young    $175.34 

 Howard Technology Solutions No Bid 

 

THIS the 22
nd

 day of March, 2016. 

 

ADOPT RESOLUTION FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF LOWEST QUOTE AND 

AUTHORIZATION FOR CHAIRMAN TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR FENCING 

AT BRINDLEE MOUNTAIN PARKING LOT FOR PARK & RECREATION, 

SUBMITTED BY HUNTSVILLE FENCE COMPANY, IN THE AMOUNT OF $8,390.00 

AND CERTIFY THE CONTRACT TO BE AWARDED IS LET IN COMPLIANCE 

WITH THE PUBLIC WORKS LAW AND ALL OTHER APPLICABLE PROVISIONS 

OF THE LAW. 
 

Mr. Greg Abercrombie, member of the Commission, offered the following resolution and moved 

for its adoption.  Upon the same being duly seconded by Mr. Don Stisher, it was put to a vote and 

unanimously adopted to wit: 

 

RESOLUTION 16-200 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Morgan County Commission of Morgan County, Alabama, that the 

Commission does hereby approve acceptance of lowest quote and authorization for Chairman to enter into 

contract for fencing at Brindlee Mountain parking lot for Park & Recreation, submitted by Huntsville 

Fence Company, in the amount of $8,390.00 and certify the contract to be awarded is let in compliance 

with the Public Works Law and all other applicable provisions of the law, this the 22
nd

 day of March, 

2016. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

ADOPT RESOLUTION FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR A 

PORTION OF FINLEY ISLAND ROAD – LOCATED IN SECTION 9, TOWNSHIP 5 

SOUTH, RANGE 5 WEST, DISTRICT 1. 

 

Mr. Jeff Clark, member of the Commission, offered the following resolution and moved for its 

adoption.  Upon the same being duly seconded by Mr. Randy Vest, it was put to a vote and unanimously 

adopted to wit: 

RESOLUTION 16-201 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Morgan County Commission of Morgan County, Alabama, that the 

Commission does hereby approve the acceptance of Right-of-Way for a portion of Finley Island Road – 

located in Section 9, Township 5 South, Range 5 West, District 1, this the 22
nd

 day of March, 2016. 

 

ADOPT RESOLUTION RECLASSIFYING THE POSITION OF ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT (LICENSE DEPARTMENT), CLASS CODE 9940, FROM A GRADE 6 ($15.12 - 

$19.73) TO A GRADE 4 ($12.65 - $16.51), AND AUTHORIZE SHARON MAXWELL, 

COMMISSIONER OF LICENSES, TO FILL THE POSITION. 

 
Mr. Jeff Clark, member of the Commission, offered the following resolution and moved for its 

adoption.  Upon the same being duly seconded by Mr. Randy Vest, it was put to a vote and unanimously 

adopted to wit: 

RESOLUTION 16-202 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Morgan County Commission of Morgan County, Alabama, that the 

Commission does hereby approve the reclassifying of the position of Administrative Assistant (License 

Department), Class Code 9940, from a Grade 6 ($15.12 - $19.73) to a Grade 4 ($12.65 - $16.51), and 

authorize Sharon Maxwell, Commissioner of Licenses, to fill the position, this the 22
nd

 day of March, 

2016. 
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ADOPT RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN AND COUNTY ATTORNEY TO 

EXECUTE THE FY2016 CERTIFICATIONS AND ASSURANCES FOR THE FEDERAL 

TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION (FTA) ASSISTANCE REPRESENTING THE FEDERAL 

FUNDING FOR THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS ADMINISTERED BY THE 

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION. 
 

Mr. Don Stisher, member of the Commission, offered the following resolution and moved for its 

adoption.  Upon the same being duly seconded by Mr. Greg Abercrombie, it was put to a vote and 

unanimously adopted to wit: 

RESOLUTION 16-203 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Morgan County Commission of Morgan County, Alabama, that the 

Commission does hereby authorize the Chairman and County Attorney to execute the FY2016 

Certifications and Assurances for the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Assistance representing the 

Federal funding for the public transportation programs administered by the Alabama Department of 

Transportation, this the 22
nd

 day of March, 2016. 
 

ADOPT RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 16-183, APPROVED ON MARCH 

10, 2016, TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 ADOPT RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING KIM THURSTON, DIRECTOR OF 

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS, TO FILL THE POSITION OF DATA ENTRY 

CLERK/CUSTOMER SERVICE, GRADE 3, $11.42 - $14.85. 
 

Mr. Randy Vest, member of the Commission, offered the following resolution and moved for its 

adoption.  Upon the same being duly seconded by Mr. Jeff Clark, it was put to a vote and unanimously 

adopted to wit: 

RESOLUTION 16-204 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Morgan County Commission of Morgan County, Alabama, that the 

Commission does hereby approve amending Resolution 16-183, approved on March 10, 2016, to read as 

follows: 

 Adopt resolution authorizing Kim Thurston, Director of Community Corrections, to fill 

the position of Data Entry Clerk/Customer Service, Grade 3, $11.42 - $14.85.  

 

This the 22
nd

 day of March, 2016. 

 

ADOPT RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADONIS BAILEY, CHAIRPERSON OF 

BOARD OF REGISTRARS, TO HIRE A TEMPORARY EMPLOYEE TO BE UTILIZED 

IN THE ABSENCE OF EMPLOYEES ON LEAVE FOR BOARD OF REGISTRARS 

DEPARTMENT, NO MORE THAN TWELVE (12) WEEKS. 

 

Mr. Don Stisher, member of the Commission, offered the following resolution and moved for its 

adoption.  Upon the same being duly seconded by Mr. Greg Abercrombie, it was put to a vote and 

unanimously adopted to wit: 

 

RESOLUTION 16-205 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Morgan County Commission of Morgan County, Alabama, that the 

Commission does hereby authorize Adonis Bailey, Chairperson of Board of Registrars, to hire a 

temporary employee to be utilized in the absence of employees on leave for Board of Registrars 

Department, no more than twelve (12) weeks, this the 22
nd

 day of March, 2016. 
 

ADOPT RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN TO EXECUTE THE FOLLOWING 

CONTRACTS REPRESENTING THE PROMOTION OF MORGAN COUNTY, WHICH WILL 

BE PAYABLE OUT OF THE TOURISM, RECREATION & CONVENTION FUND AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

 Morgan County Vocational Advisory Committee ----- $3,000.00  

 Decatur Downtown Merchants’ Association (3
rd

 Friday) ----- $1,000.00 

 Decatur/Morgan Co. Convention & Visitors Bureau (Fish Fry) ----- $2,500.00 
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Mr. Don Stisher, member of the Commission, offered the following resolution and moved for its 

adoption.  Upon the same being duly seconded by Mr. Greg Abercrombie, it was put to a vote and 

unanimously adopted to wit: 

RESOLUTION 16-206 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Morgan County Commission of Morgan County, Alabama, that the 

Commission does hereby authorize the Chairman to execute the following contracts representing the 

promotion of Morgan County, which will be payable out of the Tourism, Recreation & Convention Fund 

as follows: 

 

 Morgan County Vocational Advisory Committee - $3,000.00  

 Decatur Downtown Merchants’ Association (3
rd

 Friday) - $1,000.00 

 Decatur/Morgan Co. Convention & Visitors Bureau (Fish Fry) - $2,500.00 

 

THIS the 22
nd

 day of March, 2016. 

 

ADOPT RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE ACCA BILLS (HB 169 AND SB 96) TO ENSURE 

THAT MUNICIPALITIES AND MUNICIPAL INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES 

CAN ONLY ABATE COUNTY TAXES WHEN THEY ARE ALSO ABATING A 

CORRESPONDING MUNICIPAL TAX. 

 

Mr. Jeff Clark, member of the Commission, offered the following resolution and moved for its 

adoption.  Upon the same being duly seconded by Mr. Randy Vest, it was put to a vote and unanimously 

adopted to wit: 

RESOLUTION 16-207 

 
WHEREAS, the abatement of ad valorem, sales and use taxes is utilized by the State of Alabama 

in attracting new and expanded industry that produce jobs, economic growth and improved quality of life; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the loss of tax revenue from these abatements, though well-intended, adversely 

impacts the ability of county governments to provide essential government services such as law 

enforcement, incarceration of those who commit crimes, the provision of effective and safe transportation, 

social and public services, health care and access to the court system of our state; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the decision on the abatement of taxes otherwise payable to county government 

should rest with the county governing body which is charged by law with the provision of these essential 

and important services to all local taxpayers; and 

 

 WHEREAS, current Alabama law authorizes any municipality, regardless of size, to abate 

county ad valorem, sales and use taxes without authorization of the affected county commission; and 

 

WHEREAS, current Alabama law also authorizes a municipal industrial development authority 

to abate county ad valorem, sales and use taxes without authorization of the affected county commission 

even when the county has no appointments to the authority; and 

 

WHEREAS, a recent interpretation of Alabama law authorizes the municipal abatement of 

county taxes even if the municipality does not levy a corresponding tax; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is inherently unfair for the citizens of the county to pay more in taxes or see a 

reduction in services because of actions taken by municipalities that do not even levy the taxes abated; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, legislation currently pending in the Alabama Legislature would ensure that much-

needed county taxes levied to provide services to the citizens of Morgan County could not be abated by a 

municipality or municipal industrial development authority when there is no corresponding municipal tax 

being abated. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF 

MORGAN COUNTY, ALABAMA that all members of the Morgan County Legislative Delegation are 

urged to actively support and ensure the passage of HB 169 and SB 96, which will prohibit municipalities 

and municipal industrial development authorities from abating essential county taxes necessary to fund 

services to the more than 119,490 citizens of all of Morgan County when no corresponding municipal 

taxes are abated; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF MORGAN 

COUNTY, ALABAMA that Gov. Robert Bentley is likewise urged to support this legislation and to 
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direct the Alabama Department of Commerce to actively support the correction of this improper 

abatement of county taxes; and 

 

 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF MORGAN 

COUNTY, ALABAMA that a copy of this resolution be distributed to all members of the Morgan 

County Legislative Delegation, to Gov. Robert Bentley, and the members of the news media. 

 

THIS the 22
nd

 day of March, 2016. 

 

ADOPT RESOLUTION APPROVING EXCESS PROCEEDS CLAIM ARISING FROM 

REVENUE COMMISSIONER’S TAX SALE FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

 

 Heirs of  Gary W. St. John 

Parcel No. 15-02-03-0-000-009.005 ----- $451.29 

 

 J. E. Mullins 

Parcel No.16-02-10-0-003-006.000 ----- $889.32 

 

 Jamie Bearden 

Parcel No. 11-06-13-0-000-016.012 ----- $325.89 

  

Mr. Greg Abercrombie, member of the Commission, offered the following resolution and moved 

for its adoption.  Upon the same being duly seconded by Mr. Don Stisher, it was put to a vote and 

unanimously adopted to wit: 

 

RESOLUTION 16-208 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Morgan County Commission of Morgan County, Alabama, that the 

Commission does hereby approve excess proceeds claim arising from Revenue Commissioner’s Tax Sale 

for the following: 

 

 Heirs of  Gary W. St. John 
Parcel No. 15-02-03-0-000-009.005 ----- $451.29 

 

 J. E. Mullins 
Parcel No. 16-02-10-0-003-006.000 ----- $889.32 

 

 Jamie Bearden 
Parcel No. 11-06-13-0-000-016.012 ----- $325.89 

 

THIS the 22
nd

 day of March, 2016. 

 

REVIEW AND APPROVE THE FOLLOWING INVOICES TOTALING $7,739.89 FOR 

MORGAN COUNTY: 

 

 
 

The Chairman brought to the attention of the Commission that he was in receipt of invoices 

totaling $7,739.89 for the above mentioned, representing payments for services to Morgan County. 

 

After due consideration it is therefore ordered by the Commission on motion of Mr. Randy Vest, 

seconded by Mr. Jeff Clark, and unanimously carried that the invoice be approved as presented. 

 

It is further ordered by the Commission on motion of Mr. Randy Vest, seconded by Mr. Jeff 

Clark, and unanimously carried that the Chairman is hereby authorized to issue warrants in the amount of 

$7,739.00, for the following:  

 

Alabama Recreation and Park Association Membership Dues / Sean Dailey $450.00

Meadowbrook Insurance Group Commercial Property Coverage $218.00

Tyler Technologies Software Implementation Services $6,951.89

National Association of County Information Officers Fees / Sheryl Marsh $70.00

Government Finance Officers Association of Alabama Membership Dues / Julie Reeves $50.00
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**************************************************************************** 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Morgan County Commission of Morgan County, 

Alabama, that there being no further business to come before the Commission, the same on motion of  

Mr. Don Stisher, seconded by Mr. Greg Abercrombie, and unanimously carried that the Morgan County 

Commission duly adjourned. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

 

 _______________________________________ 

         RAY LONG, CHAIRMAN 

 

These Minutes were approved 

this the 12
th
 day of April, 2016.                                         _______________________________________ 

  JEFF CLARK, MEMBER 

  

 

_______________________________________ 

         RANDY VEST, MEMBER 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

                                                                                      DON STISHER, MEMBER 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

                                                                                    GREG ABERCROMBIE, MEMBER 

Alabama Recreation and Park Association Membership Dues/Sean Dailey $450.00

Meadowbrook Insurance Group Commercial Property Coverage $218.00

Tyler Technologies Software Implementation Services $6,951.89

National Association of County Information Officers Fees/Sheryl Marsh $70.00

Government Finance Officers Association of Alabama Membership Dues/Julie Reeves $50.00


