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By Sheryl Marsh  

Communications Director  

  More than 2,000 children played sports 

on ball fields in Morgan Countyõs four 

parks last year as their families 

screamed cheers from bleachers.  

 County officials  expect the same num-

ber or more youth athletes to hit the 

fields again this year.  

    Baseball and softball action that  
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  For half a century Morris Ander-

son has taken notes, transcribed 

thousands of criminal cases and 

witnessed several courtroom ruck-

uses. 

  Some cases and 

episodes are 

etched in his 

memory.  

     òOne case in 

particular made me realize how 

important my job is,ó Anderson 

said. òWe tried a man for murder 

and he got life in prison. He ap-

pealed it and the appellate court 
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 Some Morgan County residents will 

have different garbage pickup days be-

ginning June 30 th  when the Environ-

mental Services Department changes 

to a four -day work week.  

  Employees will work 10 -hour days 

Monday through Thursday, according 

to Environmental Services Director 

Ricky Brooks.  

  òWe have to work five days a week, 52 

weeks out of the year and this will give 

the employees another day off and it 

will save the county money,ó Brooks 

said. 

  The employees work all holidays ex-

cept Thanksgiving and Christmas, and 
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Please see Parks, page 9  

Please see Anderson, page 6  

Please see Garbage,  page 3  
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  These little leaguers play baseball at Huskey Park in Dis-

trict 4. The county has a park in each of its four districts 

and soon District 4 will have a second  park when Brindlee 

Mountain Ball Park opens.  
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  Morgan County and Decatur officials broke ground 

on April 21st for a jail annex that will house about 

320 inmates.  

  The jail is a joint venture between the County 

Commission and City Council.  

  The facility will adjoin to the main jail and will-
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    Almost 300 people attended 

Morgan County Association of 

Volunteer Fire Departmentsõ 27th  

annual awards banquet on April 

12th  at Ingalls Harbor in Decatur.  

  Ten awards were given to volun-

teer firefighters, according to 

Bethel Gum Pond Fire Chief Mike 

Hill, who is chairman of the Asso-

ciationõs board. 

    A comedic keynote speaker 

made for an evening of laughter .  

  òA lot of the time our jobs are 

stressful because of the nature of 

what we do,ó said Hill. òWe al-

ways see the side thatõs not so 

good. To have Jody Fuller come in 

and bring the comedy side gets 

our minds off stressful situa-

tions.ó 

  An Opelika native, Fuller is a 

comedian and writer with three 

stories published in the Chicken 

Soup for the Soul series.  

  Falkville Fire Chief/Police Chief 

Chris Free, who is president of 

the association, shares Hillõs sen-

timent.  

  òI do think this was probably 

one of the better banquets weõve 

done,ó said Free. òIn past years 

weõve had excellent speakers, but 

their topics were serious. This 

year we wanted to lighten it up 

and the speaker was really good. 

Everybody was laughing and hav-

ing a good time.ó 

 Hill said 290 people attended the 

banquet.  

 One of the highlights of the even-

ing was Van Stisher singing the 

National Anthem. She is wife of 

District 3 Commissioner Don 

Stisher.  

  Volunteer firefighters help im-

prove the quality of life for county 
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  Heather Weeks, an employee in the Morgan County revenue com-

missionerõs office passed the Alabama Certified Personal Property 

Appraiser comprehensive examination in March. The state Depart-

ment of Revenue sent letters to governing officials and Weeks con-

gratulating her on the accomplishment.  

  The letter states that the Alabama Association of Assessing Offi-

cials will hold an induction ceremony in conjunction with its annual 

summer conference.  
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residents.  

  òWe are so thankful we have so many 

volunteers willing to go out and fight 

fires for no charge,ó Hill said. òIf we did-

nõt have them our county wouldnõt be 

where it is today.ó  
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DŀǊōŀƎŜ 
Brooks said the change will create a payroll sav-

ings. 

  òWe will use Friday as a makeup day for those 

two holidays that we donõt run, and there will be 

no holiday pay,ó said Brooks.  òWe used to  get 

holiday pay for working the Friday after Thanks-

giving and now we wonõt. Also, it will cut out holi-

day pay for any other holidays that fall on Friday 

because we will no longer work on Friday, which 

will be a savings.ó 

  The department will also save on fuel costs.  

  òBy working 10 hours a day we will be able to go 

farther like to Laceyõs Spring, instead of having to  

 

go the next day. And, whereas seven trucks have 

to go to the landfill each day, they wonõt have to 

go but four days,ó he said. 

  Each truck drives 60 miles roundtrip daily which 

amounts to 420 miles.  

  òNot running on Friday will save on wear and 

tear of the vehicles while saving the county mon-

ey on fuel costs,ó Brooks said.  

  Employees posted signs in areas that will be af-

fected by the change.  

  òI hope this will be a smooth transition for resi-

dents,ó he said. òWeõre looking forward to it. I be-

lieve itõs going to be more efficient,ó Brooks said. 

  For safety reasons Brooks said residents should 

place garbage carts one foot from roadways for 

pickup.  

  òThis will keep vehicles from running over 

them,ó he said. òWe are all about safety.ó 

   The countyõs garbage department opened March 

1, 1996 as an enterprise thatõs financed from fees 

paid by customers. òI believe itõs going to work 

really well,ó Brooks said. 
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