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County, municipal officials make

Chairman selected

trip to White House on invitation

to serve on NACo

By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Responding to an invitation to county and
municipal officials, Chairman Ray Long
and District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest
went to the White House on Aug. 1st to visit with members of President Donald
Trump’s cabinet.
They were among other commissioners
and elected officials from Alabama counties
who received the invitation. The occasion
allowed county leaders to express concerns
and priorities for their respective counties.
They were also given a lot of information
about various issues from Trump’s staff.
The two-day event began with dinner on
the first day at the headquarters of the
Please see White House, page 4

Board of Directors

From left, Decatur Mayor Tab Bowling, Commission
Chairman Ray Long, , U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions
and District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest.

County Commission set to adopt

By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
In addition to taking care of county business,
roads and bridges, county commissioners represent residents on state and national levels seeking
to make their lives better.
In doing so they are able to acquire funding to
help with certain projects and programs to improve the quality of life locally.
Chairman Ray Long has been involved in leadership on boards and in organizations since the time
voters elected him to the top office.
Recently, during the annual conference of the
National Association of counties in Nashville Long
was elected to the association’s Board of Directors.
He looks forward to being active on the board.
“Being a member of the NACo Board is an opportunity for me to be involved with matters that affect us locally, like the farm bill and the opioids
crisis in this country,” said Long. This is a legislaPlease see NACo, page 3

balanced budget for fiscal 2019
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
The County Commission is on
schedule to pass a $47.5 million
budget that includes a general
fund of $23.9 million for fiscal
2018-2019, which begins Oct. 1.
The budget includes a onetime pay raise of $500 for fulltime employees and $250 for
part-time workers. Also, it includes funding for a 1.5% merit
raise for eligible employees,
who have not reached the end

of pay scales for their respective positions.
In addition, Commission
Chairman Ray Long, who is in
charge of the budget, included
increased annual appropriations for several non-profit
agencies, including local libraries.
Decatur Public Library would
receive $65,000, an increase of
$25,400 over its 2018 allotment
of $39,600; and Hartselle Public
Library would get $7,000, a

hike of $2,500 over the current
year’s $4,500 allotment.
Falkville, Eva, Priceville and
Somerville libraries would each
receive $2,500.
Other agencies on tap for increased appropriations: Decatur-Morgan County Chamber of
Commerce: from $40,000 to
$50,000; Hartselle Chamber of
Commerce: from $6,000 to
$7,000; Morgan County EcoPlease see Budget, page 2

INSIDE
County Commission
honors Hartselle, Brewer
student champions, page 5

Election officials will not manage
Nov. 6 General Election, page 6
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Commissioner Randy Vest named VP of ACCA board
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
District 2 Commissioner
Randy Vest plans to work
closely with other leaders and
staff to help the Association of
County Commissions of Alabama reach its goals while he
serves as vice president of the
organization’s board of directors.
Vest, who is serving his second term as commissioner,
was overwhelmingly elected
to the position during ACCA’s
90th convention in August.
“As vice president my initiative is to work with the president and president-elect, the
executive director and staff of

ACCA to help them accomplish their initiatives, and
then as I move into the role of
president we’ll wait to see
what the issues are at that
time, and we will prioritize
those,” Vest said. “It’s a humbling experience to think that
360 of your peers have that
kind of confidence in you to
elect you to a leadership position.”
Next year Vest will move
into the president-elect position and in 2020 he will become president. Chairman
Ray Long, who has held all
three leading roles, said he’s
glad to see Vest in the position.

“We’re proud of Randy. He’s
worked hard to be a good commissioner and leader in Morgan County,” said Long. “It
looks good for Morgan County
to provide great leadership in
the state.”
Also during the convention
District 1 Commissioner Jeff
Clark was re-elected to the
board of directors, and District 3 Commissioner Don
Stisher was re-elected to the
Legislative Committee, of
which he’s been a member 18
years.
Both Clark and Stisher said
they are glad to be able to
serve at the state level as
members of the board.

District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest addresses the crowd
after being elected Vice President of the Association of
County Commissions of Alabama in August.

Budget
ue.”
District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark
nomic Development Association:
said he’s pleased with the budget.
from $175,000 to $200,000; and the
“The budget is in better shape than
Mental Health Center of North Cen- last year, and it looks like we’re gotral Alabama: from $15,000 to
ing to be able to put some money
$25,000. The Decatur Downtown
back into reserve while trying to reRedevelopment Authority would re- turn funding levels to what they
ceive $10,000.
were a few years ago, Clark said. I
The projected total is $850,380 for believe we have about $2.1 million in
all non-profit organizations.
the reserve. Our department heads
Long reserved about $300,000 in
continue to do a good job spending
anticipation of resealing the courttheir money wisely and most of them
house. The project entails caulking
turn some back in every year and
areas of the facility that have sepathat’s helped some, too.”
rated.
Long says he plans to present the
The chairman said the budget
budget for passage before the end
meetings with department heads
of the current fiscal year on Sept.
and elected officials went well.
30th.
“This is the best budget process
District 4 Commissioner Greg
we’ve had since I’ve been here,” Long Abercrombie says he ‘s in agreement
said. “The elected officials and dewith the tentative budget as Long
partment heads were cooperative
presented it.
and it went smooth. The county is
having a great year and with the
“I think it’s a good, solid budget
projected numbers we’re getting we and I don’t think there will be any
expect to have a great year next
problem with passing it,” Abercromyear. We hope this trend will contin- bie said. Everybody did a good job.”
Continued from page 1

The commission held meetings with department heads, elected officials and leaders of non-profit organizations in August . The meetings are part of the process for
commissioners to discuss and make decisions regarding funding. Chairman Ray
Long heads budgeting and makes recommendations to the commissioners.
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Industrial growth

Expansion of GE Appliances to add 255 jobs
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Whether it’s new industry or the expansion of
an existing company, local and state leaders
stand ready to respond with support.
It was no different when officials of GE Appliances announced in June plans to invest $115
million to expand its manufacturing facility in
Decatur, which will add 255 jobs. The new positions will increase the company’s employment
roll to about 1,300, according to Jeremy Nails,
President/CEO of the Morgan County Economic
Development Association.
“A major employer for over 40 years, GE Appliances is a fixture in Decatur-Morgan County,”
said Nails. “This announcement of new investment and jobs is a reflection of our local workforce, business climate and economic momentum.
We are grateful to GE for this expansion and
look forward to supporting their local operations
through this growth.”
The Decatur operation is the company’s highest
volume plant, producing GE and Hotpoint products that rank high in quality and dependability.
The investment is predicted to yield opportunities for continued growth in the community for
years to come.
The multi-million dollar investment will help
the company increase its production to meet a
growing demand for its top-mounted freezer refrigerators, and it is GE’s next step toward fulfilling a strategic goal of becoming the leading
major appliance business in the country, officials
said.
“Our announcement today is great news for our
business, for our GE Appliances family in Decatur and for the State of Alabama,” said GE President/CEO Kevin Nolan. “Our $115 million investment in Decatur is a critical part of our plan
to be the leading appliances business in the United States.”
Greg Canfield, secretary of the Alabama Department of Commerce says the expansion comes
with other benefits.
“This expansion project strengthens the longterm partnership we have built with GE Appliances and enhances the competitiveness of the
Decatur facility,” Canfield said.
Gov. Kay Ivey formally announced the expansion on June 29th.
“The expansion being announced today by GE
Appliances reflects the company’s deep commitment to its employees at the Decatur facility and
to the state,” Ivey said. “We’re proud that this

Present for the announcement of the GE expansion were from left: Bill Good, vice president of GE supply chain
network, Congressman Mo Brooks, Sen. Arthur Orr, Renee Story, plant manager of Decatur plant operations,
Alabama Secretary of Commerce Greg Canfield, Decatur Mayor Tab Bowling and County Commission Chairman
Ray Long.
great company calls Alabama home, and we look
forward to supporting the continued growth of a
manufacturing location that has a substantial
economic impact on the area.”
County Commission Chairman Ray Long, who
once worked for the company, said he’s elated by
the news.
“GE has always been a viable company in Mor-

gan County, and this expansion proves that even
further,” Long said. “We are proud that GE is positioning to offer even more jobs while striving to
reach its goal of becoming the largest appliance
company in the United States.”
Following the investment the company’s fiveyear impact is projected to be $2.2 billion.

NACo
going to be a great opportunity for me to work
with the group to help make a difference.”
tive move up because NACo works with Congress. The other two members from Alabama are MoAlabama is fortunate this year to have three
bile County Commissioner Merceria Lugwood,
members on the NACo Board and each of us
and Escambia Commissioner Larry White.
served as President of the Association of County
Commissions of Alabama Board of Directors. It’s
NACo represents 3,069 counties.
Continued from page 1
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Staying active

Morgan senior citizens earn 15 wins in regional competition,
Lacey’s Spring’s Alice Miller claimed three first-place awards
Morgan County senior citizens won
15 awards during the regional Masters Games of Alabama competition
held in Huntsville June 13-15.
Seven of the awards were for first
place and a Lacey’s Spring resident
captured three of the top wins.
Winners are now eligible to compete in the state competition, which
will be held in Valley, AL Oct. 15-18.
Morgan County winners:
Dorene Hannah of Decatur— Corn-

hole toss, 3rd
Earnest Lee of Hartselle—Threepoint basketball, 1st, cornhole toss,
1st, and Wii bowling, 2nd
Robert Lee of Hartselle—Threepoint basketball, 3rd and cornhole
toss, 2nd
Stella Lee of Hartselle—Cornhole
toss, 3rd
Alice Miller of Lacey’s Spring—
Three-point basketball, 1st, cornhole
toss, 1st, and Wii bowling, 1st
Horace Plemons of Hartselle—Three

-point basketball, 1st
Sarah Plemons of Hartselle—
Domino singles, 3rd
Jean Porter of Decatur—Cornhole
toss, 1st, and domino singles, 3rd
Faye Williams of Somerville—
Cornhole toss, 2nd
Masters Games of Alabama is a
non-profit organization that was created in Oxford , AL in 1989 to promote healthy lifestyles for active
adults age 50 and older. Each year
600 to 800 people from throughout

the state participate in the games,
according to the organization’s website.
Although many of the participants
attend senior centers like the Morgan residents, others may participate as an individual or group.

tion’s opioid crisis; and U.S. Department of Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke who talked about the national
park system and the country’s energy dominance. In addition, Alabama
native U.S. Attorney General Jeff
Sessions spoke to them about crime
reduction.
Other speakers were assistants who
serve under various officeholders in
the Trump administration.

“It was a great visit,” said Long.
“We learned a lot about many topics
and the officials who conducted the
briefings were very knowledgeable”.
Vest enjoyed the visit, also.
“I was excited to receive the special
invitation from the White House,”
Vest said. “Alabama was represented
well as we received reports from staff
and cabinet members. I especially
enjoyed reports of non-partisanship

votes and activity that some news
sources are failing to report. Other
than our return flight being cancelled, it was one of our more enjoyable and productive trips.”
Decatur Mayor Tab Bowling and
Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle
were among officials invited to the
White House. Long estimated a total
of 100 officials from Alabama attending the two-day event.

Morgan County Commission on
Aging Director Debra Gardner is
in charge of the county’s senior
centers and may be reached at
256-351-4652.

White House
Continued from page 1
National Association of Counties,
and the following day the officials
were taken on a tour of the White
House.
Before the visit ended on Aug. 2nd,
the local leaders attended private
briefings where they heard from
Kellyanne Conway, counselor to the
president, who addressed the na-

County and municipal elected officials who were invited to the White House for a two-day event in August.
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Honoring student
winners

Commission honors
local state champions
with resolution plaques
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
The Morgan County Commission is proud of
local school systems and for every known,
great achievement the governing body doesn’t
hesitate to give honor by resolution.
It was no different in June during a meeting
when the commission adopted resolutions to
honor Brewer High School Fishing Team and
Hartselle High School Softball Team for winning state 6A championships.
Both teams were present and Chairman Ray
Long presented engraved plaques bearing the
resolutions to each team.
“We are proud of each of these teams for outstanding sportsmanship and being the best in
the state,” Long said. If we know about their
accomplishments we will honor them. These
are our schools and they make us proud
statewide.”
District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark paid
homage to the teams, also.
“There’s no doubt we have some of the best
athletes in the state and they prove it all the
time by winning state championships,” Clark
said. “It makes my heart glad each time we
adopt a resolution to honor our teams for major victories.”
District 4 Commissioner Greg Abercrombie
echoed his fellow commissioners.
“I’m really proud of our young people,” said
Abercrombie. “They work really hard to come
out on top and they do that a lot.”
District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher is
equally proud.
“These young ones are our future, and
when you see these types of accomplishments, whether in sports or academics, it’s
amazing because they are consistently winning,” Stisher said. “They not only make Morgan County look good, they bring notoriety
to our state, also. It shows that our kids have
well-rounded lives, and they strive to do their
best in anything they do. And, that’s why this
commission doesn’t flinch when it comes
time to honor them.”

Above, Hartselle High state 6A Softball Team champions with Long, right; and below, Brewer High state 6A
Fishing Team champions with their coach left, and Long, right.
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Elections 2018
Chief clerk, deputy clerk to run election

Priest, Cain on general election ballot,
cannot serve in usual managerial roles
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
In their respective roles Probate
Judge Greg Cain and Circuit Clerk
Chris Priest are top election officials
for the county.
However, they will have to bow out
for the Nov. 6th General Election because both officials’ names will be on
the ballot. Although they don’t have
opposition they cannot be associated
with the election to comply with the
state’s election laws.
The judge cited the state’s election
statute that prohibits elected officials
whose names are on the ballot from
managing elections.
“We’re on the ballot in November,
but we’re disqualified from performing
our normal duties,” Cain explained.
“We cannot serve on the Appointing
Board or the Canvassing Board.”
Cain, Priest and Sheriff Ana Franklin comprise both boards. The sheriff
is not seeking re-election, therefore
she is in charge of appointing and canvassing.
Franklin appointed Probate Chief
Clerk Kate Terry to serve in Cain’s
role as chief election official and she
appointed Priest’s deputy clerk Janell
Conner to work in his role as absentee
elections manager for the general election.
“Kate has handled several elections
under the judge. She’s handled all
types of elections and she knows what
to do,” Priest said. “Janell has been
working in the circuit clerk’s office for
over 40 years, and she is the absentee
poll manager, and she knows exactly
what to do. The county is going to be

in great shape with those two in
charge.”
Cain and Priest will not participate
in the election process at all.
“We can’t be involved in any aspect
of the election,” said Priest.
Cain and Priest didn’t have any opposition for the primary election in
June. Although they’re running unopposed, with no Democratic contender,
in the General Election their names
will still appear on the ballot.
Terry and Conner will serve on the
Canvassing Board as well.
Cain explained what would happen
if the sheriff had been on the ballot,
leaving vacant all three places on the
appointing and canvassing boards.
Please see Managers, page 7

Left, Kate Terry, chief probate clerk, and Janell Conner, deputy circuit clerk
will manage the Nov. 6th General Election for their bosses.

Agriculture Commissioner appoints longtime county
office employee Kathy Austin to Board of Registrars
Alabama Commissioner of Agriculture John
McMillan has
appointed Kathy
Austin to the
Morgan County
Board of Registrars to replace
Lynda Henley,
Austin
who resigned to
re-locate to her home in Kansas.
Austin has worked as administra-

tive assistant in the office for 12
years as a county employee. She
said she felt it was time for her to
do something different.
“I worked in the office for 12 years
as a secretary, and I feel I’ve done
all I can in that position,” she said. I
decided I want to help serve the
county and state. I am already a
member of the Board of Registrars
Association, but I couldn’t vote on
issues because I wasn’t a registrar.
Now, as a registrar I will be able to

vote.”
Austin and her husband Bennie
reside in Hartselle. They have four
adult children and five grandchildren.
She joins the other two registrars,
Chairwoman Adonis Bailey and
Amy Hamilton.
Probate Judge Greg Cain will administer the oath of office to Austin
on Sept. 7th.
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Commission, revenue commissioner not responsible for
property tax increase, annual reappraisal is statewide
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Annual reappraisal of properties
was implemented in every county
in the state of Alabama about a
decade ago. It is not limited to Mor-

gan County.
Revenue Commissioner Amanda
Scott and the county commissioners did not establish the annual
assessment of properties, and they
do not impose taxation.

Scott’s office, like other offices in
the state, must reappraise properties in accordance with state orders.
“The County Commission doesn’t
raise taxes nor does Mrs. Scott, and

Tucker pursuing higher learning
in leadership through NACo program
Morgan County
Animal Control
Director Darren
Tucker is always
looking for ways
to be a better
leader, and that’s
why when an opportunity surfaced recently he
signed up for the
Tucker
challenge.
The National Association of counties
(NACo) is offering a 12-week online
course through its recently established
Higher Performance Leadership Academy. Tucker and leading officials in other counties will be the first class.
“My belief is that a person should always have a willingness to learn,”
Tucker said. “It’s not just for me, but

Please see Property tax, page 13

Managers
Continued from page 6

“If all three of us were going to be on
the ballot, the presiding circuit judge
it’s to help other people, also.
Chairman Ray Long said Tuck- would have to make appointments to
Instructors and speakers will
er’s efforts are commendable.
both boards,” Cain said.
include Gen. Colin Powell, For“I’m proud of Darren for stepAfter the general election Cain will
tune 1000 CEOs and professors ping up and wanting to learn
begin serving his third term, and Priest
from high ranking universities,
more about being an effective
will begin serving his second term. Both
Tucker noted.
leader for the county,” said
officials’ terms are six years.
“Some of the class work will be Long. “He is doing a great job for
Priest said his absentee voting office on
live, during real time. The online us.”
the first floor of the courthouse
studies are three to five hours a
Tucker became director of aniwill open Sept. 20th for voters who will
week,” he said.
mal services over a year ago.
not be available to vote on election day.

About
The Voice of
Morgan County
@MorganCoComm

Rx cards still available

The Voice of Morgan County is published quarterly
and mailed to 46,000 homes. It is a product of the County Commission and no portion of it may be re-produced.
This is the fourth edition of the sixth volume.
The publication is produced solely by Communications
Director Sheryl Marsh.

The Morgan County Commission still has free Rx
discount cards for county residents. Collectively,
the cards have resulted in more than $200,000 in
savings for people who have used them.
To get your card please go to our website:
www.co.morgan.al.us and click on Coast to Coast
to request one. We will mail it to you. There are no
eligibility requirements.

her office is following what the state put
in place like all the other counties,” said
Long.
Some residents received notices recently

Please be sure to view community videos on our website by going to www.co.morgan.al.us There, click on
county departments, then select Communications/
Community Relations and click on multimedia.
Morgan County Commission
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Morgan County Schools

Five students, chaperone travel to Japan for Daikin Homestay program
Five juniors from Morgan County
Schools were chosen to participate in
the 24th annual Daikin America
Homestay program this year. Each
year 11th graders are encouraged to
apply for the program through their
guidance counselors. Each student
must write an essay. The selection
process concludes with interviews conducted by a Daikin committee. Students who are chosen travel to Japan
with faculty chaperones and stay with
host families. Daikin pays all expenses
for the 10-day event.
“Being selected to participate in the
Daikin America Homestay program is
a tremendous honor,” said Superintendent Bill Hopkins. “I am very proud of
these students. Our school system is
grateful Daikin provides this amazing
opportunity for our students.”

From left: Stacy Hughes , chaperone, Camryn Banks, Priceville High, Jordan Melson, and Samuel Jacobs of Danville High,
Conner Sims of Brewer High, and Monica Cruz of West Morgan High.

Nominated and chosen

Superintendent Bill Hopkins
completes Leadership Alabama
Morgan County Schools Superintendent Bill Hopkins Jr. recently
completed the Leadership Alabama program, which gives established leaders exposure to the broader fabric of the state.
The program develops a network of relationships and provides
structure for the network to seek mutual understanding of problems and priorities for Alabama’s future.
The program encourages participants to act individually and together to move the state forward to reach its fullest potential. Only
50 to 60 accomplished leaders across Alabama are selected through
a nomination process for Leadership Alabama.
Leaders are chosen based on leadership abilities, career accomplishments, volunteer activities, contributions to the community
and commitment to help make Alabama better.
Congratulations to the superintendent.

Hopkins, right, is pictured with Leadership Alabama classmate Dr. Ken Kitts, president
of the University of North Alabama.

The Voice of Morgan County— 9

September 2018

County schools’ CARE program for students off course for graduation
The Morgan County School System
strives to help students succeed in
completing high school and to do so
officials offer the Credit Alternative
and Recovery Education (CARE) program.
The program is designed for students who, for various reasons have
gotten off track in earning credits

and who wouldn’t graduate on time
in the traditional school setting. Students attend classes using the online
platform with the assistance of a
teacher facilitator.
The administration recommends
students for the program. Interviews
are conducted with each student and
their parent(s)/guardian to deter-

mine motivation, academic ability
and realistic possibility of returning
to grade level or graduation.
The program is available for grades
9-12. However, a ninth grade student must be repeating the ninth
grade to participate. The student
remains enrolled in the local school
and attend classes at the CARE Cen-

ter. There are no fees attached to the
program. During the 2017-2018
school year 24 students completed
the program; eight students were
released from CARE and four were
returned to their home school.
Morgan County school officials’
goal is to help every student succeed
in their pursuit of education.

Welcoming new teachers
The county school system welcomed 53 new teachers for the current school year during their introduction at its annual New Teacher Academy July 30-31 at the MCS Educator Resource Center.
There, administrators explained the school system’s philosophies for producing student leaders and
cultivating positive, caring relationships with students. Also, presentations were made by several administrators on various topics, including career technology, school safety and teacher effectiveness.
Prior to the academy gathering, the Decatur-Morgan County Chamber of Commerce hosted a breakfast on July 24th for new teachers.

County school buses pass inspection
An annual state inspection in May of Morgan County
Schools’ fleet of 119 buses found no major deficiencies.
The inspection included checking brakes, exhaust,
steering, signaling systems, tires and other safety
elements. In addition, the inspection included a review of shop personnel positions and maintenance
records. The school system’s Transportation Director
Hank Summerford gave credit to the transportation
department staff and bus drivers for the good report.
Summerford said each school bus is inspected at the
department’s shop on a monthly basis. This is the
11th consecutive year the buses have passed inspecCounty schools mechanic Randy Knighten works on
tion.
one of the buses.

Brianna Evans, a graduate of West Morgan High
was awarded the 2018 Pro-Air Pro Earth Scholarship. She is the 10th winner of the $2,000 scholarship, which she may use at the college of her
choice.

Water in county schools
is good, no lead found
Although there is no federal or state legal
requirement for testing drinking water in
schools, officials took a pro-active measure to
get the water tested for lead.
Test results from tap water samples collected from the schools revealed that lead was
not present in water from any of the facilities.
A copy of the results may be found on the
district’s website and on the schools’ website.
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Hartselle girl

Hope Cain winner of SSAC
A. O. Duer Scholarship Award
Hope Cain, the daughter of Probate Judge Greg Cain and Cindy Cain was named winner of the Southern States Athletic
Conference A.O. Duer Scholarship Award.
She is a junior at the University of Mobile and is a starting
pitcher of the softball team.
The award, which is presented by Daktronics, is named in honor of the former executive secretary of the National Association
of Intercollegiate Athletics, who served the association 26 years.
Since 1967 the award has been presented to a male and female, who are juniors and athletes in any sport. Recipients
must have excelled in a sport and in their studies, holding a
3.75 Grade Point Average. Hope has a 4.0 GPA. They must also
be of good character and citizenship.
Mobile Coach Alison Sellers-Cook said in a news article that
Hope had made great contributions to the college’s softball program.
Please see Hope, page 13

County Schools

News briefs
New Administrators
Three new administrators were added to the Morgan County
School System for the current term.
During a meeting in June the county Board of Education approved the following: Shane Bryan, assistant principal for
Falkville High; Jill Jones-Brown, principal of Falkville Elementary; and Stacey Hughes, principal of West Morgan Middle
School.
ASU Board appointment
Patrick Patterson, director of secondary education/testing coordinator for county schools, was appointed to Athens State University’s College of Education Board of Visitors. Patterson received a BA degree from Athens, MA in educational leadership
from the University of North Alabama, and an EdD in leadership education from Samford University.
During his career he taught at Austin High School and was
head coach of the boys’ soccer team and assistant football coach
at Cedar Ridge Middle School. He taught at Brewer High where
he was head soccer coach and assistant football coach; and he
was principal of Eva School for seven years prior to holding his
current position.

Hope Cain is a star pitcher on the University of Mobile Softball team. She excels on the
field and in the classroom with a 4.0 GPA.
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Commissioners’ Report
Busy summer with paving in all districts
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Paving projects have dominated most of
the commissioners’ time in their respective
districts, and they have more on tap.
“We’ve been paving, widening roads and
we are getting ready to pave Union Hill
Road from Cotaco on Highway 36 to the
four-way stop, and from there to Morgan
Vest
Clark
Abercrombie
Stisher
City,” said District 4 Commissioner Greg
Abercrombie. “We’ll be doing a state project
to widen the road and replace a bridge,
“We’ve had several road projects month, and then we’ll have four
All districts have been busy mowwhich will probably be some time next
replacing old and deficient boxed
more roads to re-surface. We still
ing grass and clearing rights-ofspring or summer.”
culverts,” he said. “We’ll have
have a couple of projects that we’re way. “We hope to be finished with
Several other roads have been paved in
those projects wrapped up in a
working on with the schools.”
that within a month,” said Vest.
his district, including Apple Grove Road,
Pines Church Road, Farm Supply and
Highland roads.
District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark said
he and his shop employees recently completed a beautification project with the City
of Decatur in an area adjacent to Decatur
Cemetery.
“We’re getting ready to clear some trees
for the county school board on the site of
the new West Morgan High School,” Clark
said. “We’ve been working with board
member Billy Rhodes on that. And, we’ve
also been paving on East Upper River Road
and Gravel Ridge Road.”
District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher has
a paving project underway on Highway 55,
Gravel Ridge Road and Childers Road.
“Also, the county has a federal grant
which replaced the bridge on the east end
of Wilhite Road where we’re paving 22
miles, and we’re working on Gandy Cove
Road,” Stisher said.
In addition, he said his shop employees
are widening the road and shredding timber for visibility.
“We’re also working with Cullman Water
The Morgan County Commission won the Association of County Commissions of Alabama first “Tweeting” contest
to run 6-inch water lines, and Joe Wheeler
between all 67 counties in the state. Commission members, staff in the commission office and another county employElectric putting in new lines to better seree transmitted more than 900 tweets to the state Legislature asking for help with certain legislation. Left, District 1
vice the citizens,” he said.
Commissioner Jeff Clark, Chairman Ray Long, Dale County Commissioner Steve McKinnon, District 2 Commissioner
District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest says
Randy Vest and District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher. The commissioners were presented the award during the ACCA
his shop employees are still mowing grass
and working on several projects.
convention in August.
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2019 Dixie Youth Baseball state tournament to be held in Morgan
Thousands of people are expected to
visit Morgan County next year to
watch youth baseball games played
in a local park.
Morgan County Parks and Recreation Department won a bid to host
the 2019 AAA Dixie Youth Baseball
state tournament that will be held
July 18-24 at North Park in
Priceville.
Parks and Recreation Director Sean
Dailey is excited about the tournament.
“Getting this event was the result of
a collaborative effort between the
leadership of Morgan Parks and Recreation, youth baseball and Decatur
Convention and Visitors Bureau,”
Dailey said. “This will definitely be a
prestigious event for us. I am extremely proud of the hard work of our
staff and league leadership. I am also
appreciative of the tremendous sup-

port we continuously receive from the
chairman and commissioners.”
The tournament will comprise Alabama’s 11 district champions, a host
team and four sub-state champions,
Dailey said.
He said the economic impact from
lodging and eating is projected to be
substantial.
“There will be increased revenue for
the Morgan County Baseball League,
which will be reinvested into parks
and leagues,” Dailey said. “This will
be positive exposure for our parks.
He hopes the future holds more
tournaments for county parks.
“As the awareness of the quality of
our parks and service has grown, the
interest in the use of our parks has
increased to the point where many of
our parks are booked up to a year in
advance,” Dailey said. We are
thrilled about these events.”

Morgan residents will see a lot of this action next year when the state youth
tournament comes to North Park in Priceville.
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Branch Locations
211 Lee St. NE
1830 Modaus Road SW
1309 Stratford Road SE

Support local businesses

The Voice of Morgan County—13

September 2018

Hope

Property tax
Continued from page 7

Continued from page 10

The college’s Assistant Director
for First Year Experience Brenda Davis said in the same news
story that Hope is diligent in her
studies as a pre-health biology
major with a minor in chemistry
while being involved in extracurricular activities. Davis said
Hope strives for excellence in all
endeavors and she is a genuine
student athlete.
A national selection of winners
will be made this month.
After completing her college
studies, Hope plans to enter
medical school.
Congratulations Hope!

showing increased property tax from
annual appraisals, and on those notices they are informed of their right to
appeal to the Board of Equalization.
Property tax notices showing the
change in ad valorem taxes were
mailed to about 31,000 property owners. The county has about 61,500 parcels, officials said. The increased taxes
from the appraisals total $4.6 million,
and the good thing is that 85 percent
of the tax money stays in Morgan
County. The local school systems benefit greatly from property taxes, and
the money pays the cost for most
county government operations.
Nationally, Alabama’s property tax
ranks among the lowest in the country.
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Judge Langham
and family enjoy
Island vacation
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
District Court Judge Charles Langham
and his wife Sonja frequently enjoy interesting vacations, and in June their daughter Erin and her family joined them for a
blast in the Caribbean on the Island of Exuma-Bahamas.
The district of Exuma has 365 islands,
commonly called cays and the Great Exuma is reportedly the largest island.
“We had a wonderful time,” said Langham. “We experienced much of what Exuma had to offer in our weeklong stay. Our
daughter, her husband Avery and our
grandchildren Emory and Clara Grace had
a great and adventurous time.”
They arrived at Exuma International Airport in Georgetown on June 16th and returned home on June 23rd.
The judge described the island.
“Exuma is best known for beautiful
beaches, swimming pigs, a plentiful sea

Above, left, Clara Grace enjoys the water on a raft; right, Langham in the water. Below, the family after arriving on
the Island.

life, extensive off-shore reefs, sailing

and scuba diving,” and we explored much
of it,” Langham said. “We had a great
time.”

New FEMA flood zone maps now in effect
*Please see map on next page*
An updated flood zone map that
added some properties and removed
others in Morgan County became
effective Aug. 16th, according to Engineer Greg Bodley.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) determined
the flood zones and placed 40 to 50
Priceville homes in the flood zone
with updated mapping.
The most affected areas in rural

Morgan County were Cotaco and
Highway 36, Bodley said.
In 1991 the County Commission
adopted an ordinance for flood damage prevention in the county’s rural
areas to participate in the National
Flood Insurance program as required by FEMA.
Bodley said properties that are
identified in the high risk area
should be insured.

Painter Branch: 4 miles
Limited detailed studies
(AE & A zones)
Cotaco Creek: 31.7 miles
Crowdabout Creek: 13.8 miles
No Business Creek: 10 miles
Detailed studies (AE zones) West Flint Creek: 15.3 miles
Tennessee River: 39.6 miles
Approximate studies: 231.5
Flint Creek: 30.3 miles
miles (A zone)
“If a property is mapped into a
high risk area and the owner’s mortgage is through a federally regulated
institution or insured lender, they
are required to acquire flood insurance once the map becomes effective,” he said.
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Morgan County’s flood zone map
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Remembering U.S. Sen. John Mccain

Chairman Ray Long with the
late Sen. McCain inside the
Russell Office Building in
Washington in 2017.
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