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State of the county

COVID Relief

Chairman Ray

Morgan applies for ADECA
grant for testing/vaccination,

Long delivers

equipment for fire departments

virtual address
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
During his State of the County address
last month, County Commission Chairman
Courtesy photo
Ray Long told a virtual audience about
construction of new county buildings,
Chairman Long
commissioners’ projects and industrial
expansions.
The annual address, which the Decaturthe courthouse to protect against the pandemMorgan County Chamber of Commerce
ic.
hosts, was virtual this year due to COVID“If you’ve been in the courthouse lately you
19. Chairman Long shared how changes
were made and procedures put in place at Please see Speech, page 4

By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
County officials hope to get
$500,000 to help agencies and
first responders purchase equipment for COVID-19 relief.
During a meeting last month,
the commission approved an
application for a Community
Development Block Grant from
Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs.
North-central Alabama Regional Council of Governments is the

Judge Langham administers oath to successor
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
When Attorney Kevin Kusta campaigned to become one of the county’s three district court judges, he
vowed to “hit the ground running” on
the first day.
District Court Judge Brent Craig
confirms Kusta kept his promise.
“Before becoming judge, he was in
district court practicing almost every
day, and now that he’s judge he came
in and started work like he’s been
here all the time. He’s doing great,”

said Craig.
Retired District Court Judge
Charles Langham, whom Kusta replaced, administered the oath of office to him on Jan. 11th before family
and friends in a socially distanced
setting.
Kusta’s wife Charly held the Bible
and their children Porter and Collins
stood with them as he took the oath.
His son Porter started the ceremony
leading the group in reciting the
Please see Kusta, page 2
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designated administrator of the
grant.
Chairman Ray Long said the
money is for the entire county,
including municipalities (except
Decatur) and he gave a breakdown of expenditures for the
grant.
“We’ve outlined specific spending of the grant. We’ll have
some for helping the health department with testing and vacPlease see Grant, page 4

inside
Morgan District Court
serves as pilot for
online ticket resolution program, page 5

Hidden treasures
along
Agriventure
Trail, page 12

District Court Judge Kevin Kusta
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Kusta
Continued from page 1
Pledge of Allegiance. In a brief speech
Judge Langham reiterated his
“bittersweet” sentiment about his retirement, which came due to a law that
does not allow judges to seek office beyond age 70. Langham gave full assurance that he was leaving the gavel with
a man who is quite capable of doing the
job with ease.
A week later Kusta went to work. He
gave details.
“I have started my first full week running,” he said in his office in January.
“My experience in multiple types of
cases has allowed me to jump right in
without much of a learning curve. On
Monday, Wednesday and Friday I was
in charge of handling all defendants
who were recently arrested and unable
to make bond. I advised them of their
constitutional rights, bond amounts
and appointed attorneys for them.
Some of the more serious arrests this
week included murder, elder abuse and

Left, Kusta , wife Charly, daughter Collins and son Porter. Right, Judge Langham administers oath to Kusta.

neglect, rape, domestic violence, burglary and possession of obscene matter.”
The following week he handled 48
child support cases involving contempt, modification, paternity and
child support establishment and five

private custody cases.
“Even though this constituted a large
docket, we only had to continue a few
cases,” he explained.
He continues presiding over various
proceedings, criminal and civil. In a
civil matter he ruled in favor of the

plaintiff, awarding the maximum
amount in accordance with state law.
Overall, Kusta’s experience of handling
all types of cases as an attorney is evident. “I would like to again thank the
voters of Morgan County for giving me
this opportunity to serve.”

EMA director seeks funding for new
safety shelter for downtown Decatur
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Morgan County Emergency Management Agency Director Brandy Davis is
hopeful for a community storm shelter
in Decatur after receiving encouragement from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.
Davis applied for a FEMA Building
Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) grant in December to
help finance a shelter.
“We were asked a follow-up question
and because of that the state EMA believes we’re being reviewed in a favorable way,” said Davis. And, we hope it
will come through for the county.”

The facility, which would hold 480
people, is expected to be built on
county-owned property on Davis
Street Northeast. In addition to the
open space shelter, the building would
have offices for county departments,
Davis said.
The shelter’s estimated cost is
$1,178,954 and the county’s match is
25 percent, which may be satisfied
with in-kind service.
“We could meet the requirement with
doing the ground work,” said Davis.
Currently, residents shelter in the
basement of the courthouse during
threatening storms. Once the building
is constructed, the courthouse will no

longer serve as a public shelter.
In addition, Davis applied for a FEMA BRIC grant to purchase a regional

Davis
HAZMAT fire truck for Falkville Fire
Department. Estimated cost is

$325,000 and the fire department
would be responsible for paying the 25
percent match, Davis said.
County Commission Chairman Ray
Long says he’s pleased with Davis’ initiative in seeking funding for county
projects.
“Brandy is doing a great job for us. In
addition to these grants she also got
funding to complete renovation of the
EMA department in the courthouse.
We’re pleased with her efforts and
abilities to run EMA,” Long said.
Davis was promoted to the position
after former EMA Director Eddie
Hicks retired last June.
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showcasing for retirement, weddings

AMLTA features life around Tennessee River on websites
As another group of baby boomers
prepare for retirement, they may consider moving to other locations
throughout the United States or
abroad.

cultural experiences are just a few of
the reasons the region is a great place
to retire. The cost of living in Alabama
is very low and the state consistently
ranks in the top 10 most affordable
places in the United States to retire.
Alabama Mountain Lakes Tourist
From soaring mountains to sparkling
Association is doing its part to lure
lakes, North Alabama was once a hidthem to North Alabama through a
den secret. Today, visitors travel from
retirement website:
all over to trek along the foothills of
www.northalabama.org/retirement .
the Appalachian Mountains for some
On the site a video highlights life
of the country’s most scenic beauty
along the Tennessee River, showing
and natural wonders. And, thanks to
various recreational activities.
the flowing waters of the Tennessee
Social Media Manager Melea Hames’ River, North Alabama boasts some of
shared text from the invigorating site: the most beautiful waterfalls in the
United States. Every weekend offers a
“Retirement is the day when you stop different festival to experience and
working and start enjoying seven -day pack your appetite because the region
weekends, and here in North Alais home to an array of unique and
bama, there is plenty to see and expe- quirky restaurants. And so the adrience as you live your life after retire- venture begins!
ment. Looking to retire or relocate?
In addition, AMLTA has another
North Alabama’s natural beauty, mild
website: www.northalabama.org/things-towinters, affordable cost of living, opdo/wedding-destinations , which features
portunities for an active lifestyle, access to healthcare, and rich, authentic the best wedding venues in North Ala-

Grant awarded to build

beauty and is renowned for its wooded bluffs and serene natural areA video showcases each location and
as. North Alabama boasts of many
a detailed description of the area is
assets of interest to the engaged cougiven in text on the website:
ple -- beautiful landscapes, sparkling
”North Alabama marks the southern lakes, abundant flora and fauna, interfoothills of the Appalachian Mountain nationally-acclaimed music and food
Range, with rocky peaks boldly cut by facilities, a compelling selection of
historic sites, and a vibrant array of
the rushing waters of the Tennessee
unexpected destinations.”
River. It is a region of unsurpassed
bama.

NCC adds “Snack Pac Ministry”
To help families, Neighborhood Christian Center added the Snack Pac Ministry to its many programs that serve people throughout the community.
The center is delivering 200 snack packs weekly to children and in doing so
they check with parents to see if they have other needs.
In addition, NCC continues to provide shelter through its Transitional Home
for Women. The housing is temporary and serves as a bridge for women who
want a sober, supportive environment to help continue sobriety. The home
provides short-term support services to address physical, emotional and spiritual aspects of life. Residents are required to attend mandatory classes and
mentors are assigned to each woman. Another home, the Monroe House
serves multiple purposes including housing families, and women who moved
from the Transitional Home and needed short term shelter before returning
to the community. –Source: Neighborhood Christian Center

safety shelter for Hulaco
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Almost a decade ago an EF-4 tornado devastated the Hulaco community, damaging and destroying
fifty homes. The area was void of
storm shelters, leaving residents
with nowhere to go for safety.
Today, shelters are still nonexistent, but not for long. Funding is
available to build a safe room.
North-central Alabama Regional
Councils of Government announced recently that Hulaco was
awarded a grant totaling $74,944
from the Pre-Disaster Mitigation
program.
“We are pleased to have received
notification of the grant award and
look forward to working with the
local Volunteer Fire Department

and county officials to see this project through to completion, said
NARCOG Planner Daniel Yurcaba.
“The project should begin in the
next few months and will be completed by the spring of 2022.”
The project entails design and
construction of a facility with a capacity to hold 90 people, and it will
include a restroom. The building
will be located on Highway 67 for
residents of Hulaco and surrounding areas to easily access.
Morgan County was fortunate not
to have any deaths from the April
27, 2011 tornado that ripped
through North Alabama. Neighboring Lawrence County had multiple
fatalities, and Cullman County reported two deaths from the storm,
according to reports.

Second term
Presiding Circuit Judge Jennifer Howell administers the oath of office to License
Commissioner Sharon Maxwell with her husband Johnny holding the Bible. Maxwell, who ran unopposed, began serving a second six-year term in January.
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Speech
Continued from page 1
probably noticed the changes we have
made. We’ve installed glass in front of
our employees’ work places to separate
them from the citizens that come into
the courthouse to conduct business.
This protects the citizens and our workers,” he said. “We ask everyone to wear
a mask while in the courthouse. If you
don’t have one when you visit, we provide one for you. We limit the number
of people that can stand inside while
waiting to do business; and we’ve done
away with all credit card fees if you order your vehicle tags and license online.
There is no extra fee if you pay your
property tax or buy your business license online. We want to make it as
convenient as we can for you to do your
business with the courthouse offices.”
Long told how Maintenance Director
Wayne Lindley makes sure the facility is
sanitized nightly; and Safety Coordinator Jonathan Warner keeps supplies,
including masks stocked for offices.
The chairman said he’s grateful to
state Sen. Arthur Orr, and Representatives Scott Stadthagen, Terri Collins,
Parker Moore, Proncey Robertson and
Randall Shedd for financial assistance.
“When our legislative delegation saw
that we were having to spend a lot of
money to protect our citizens, they went
to work in Montgomery to get us the
funds we needed,” Long said.
Despite COVID-19, Long said 2020
was productive.
“We’ve seen job announcements by
industries. In 2020 we had 17 companies announce expansions, adding 148
new jobs. These announcements consisted of an investment over $135 million in Morgan County,” he said.
“Jeremy Nails and his staff at the Economic Development Association never
let up. They make sure Morgan County
is always at the table when industries
are looking for a place to locate or expand.”
Long said construction projects are
underway throughout the county.
“We have three new buildings being
constructed. We are building a facility
in Cotaco to house our license and revenue offices that are currently in the District 4 shop. The new building will give
our citizens more seating and room to

conduct business. The sheriff will have
an office in the building, also. We are
also constructing a building in Hartselle
on Shull Road that will house our Park
and Recreation, Commission on Aging,
revenue and license offices. This building will be designed to give our citizens
a better experience when doing their
business with us.”
In addition, a building for recycling is
under construction.
Long shared information about work
in commissioners’ districts, noting that
District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark is
working on a major drainage project at
the Old Moulton Road and Hudson
Road intersection; District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest received $160,000
from Daikin America to build a gymnasium at West Park and plans are underway; District 3 Commissioner Don
Stisher received a $250,000 grant for
construction of a senior citizen center in
Falkville and the project should be
ready for bids soon; and District 4 Commissioner Greg Abercrombie replaced a
bridge over Widner Creek on Hulaco
Road and widened and repaved Talucah
Road.
Before Long’s speech, his grandsons
Tripp and Sawyer recited the Pledge of
Allegiance and Pastor Royce Teague
gave the invocation.
At the end of his speech Long thanked
his grandchildren and Pastor Teague for
the roles they played and the Chamber
of Commerce for hosting the event. He
lovingly acknowledged his wife Regina.
“She is there each and every day to
encourage me as I strive to serve you as
your chairman.”
To the voters he said: “Thank you for
allowing me to serve you. May God continue to bless Morgan County.”
One hundred people registered to
watch the virtual event, according to
the Chamber’s Communications Director Grant Thompson.
The event is usually held at the Doubletree Hotel in Decatur, and includes
breakfast. Attendance has been as high
as 200. “We’re happy we were still able
to deliver the address to keep the public aware of all the good things that are
going on and the progress being made
in the county,” Long said.
This year’s virtual event featured Long’s
11th State of the County address.

Top photo, Chairman Ray Long’s grandsons, left, Sawyer Melson and right,
Tripp Brown recited the Pledge of Allegiance ; bottom photo, Riverside Baptist
Church Pastor Royce Teague gave the invocation to begin the State of the
County virtual event on Feb. 18th.
Courtesy photos

Grant
vaccination sites; hire temporary
nursing staff and purchase a mobile
-cinations; and we’ll help our fire
testing site, drive-through tents;
departments get equipment. All the Hartselle’s fire departments/VFDs:
money will be used for COVID-19
$240,000 for automated chest comrelief,” Long said.
pression systems, and $22,000 for
All the commissioners agreed with defibrillator units. NARCOG’s adthe proposed distribution as follows: ministrative fee is $25,000.
Alabama Department of Public
“We’re hopeful about getting apHealth-Northern Division:
proved. This will be a tremendous
$213,000 to create testing/
help to our county,” said Long.
Continued from page 1
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Morgan County/state citations

New online program for
resolving traffic tickets
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Drivers who receive traffic tickets from
state troopers or Morgan County sheriff’s deputies may settle them online in
lieu of going to court.
The county’s district court is piloting
Online Traffic Resolution, a program
implemented by the Technology Commission for the Alabama Administrative
Office of Courts. Morgan County District Court Judge Brent Craig is chairman of the commission.
The concept was shared during a judicial conference held in Kentucky in
2019 which Craig and other judges
from Alabama as well as AOC Director
Rich Hobbs attended.
“The topic of Online Resolutions was
discussed and later, it was determined
that Morgan County should test the
program here,” Craig said. Before we
began I met with the programmer

weekly. We started the program around
December 20th and its going well. We’re
not seeing any bugs.”
The resolution system is for county
and state tickets. It is not for citations
issued by Decatur city police, Craig
said.
To pay a ticket, go to:
www.traffic.alacourt.gov. You may use
a computer, tablet or smartphone.
Those who wish to plead not guilty to
a traffic violation may go to the website
to request a virtual trial. “They may
request a trial by Zoom in lieu of coming to the courthouse,” Craig explained.
Circuit Clerk Chris Priest’s office is
involved in the process, also. Driving
school is an option in the online roram.
“You used to have to go to the courthouse if you wanted to attend driving
school or if you wanted to pay a fine.
Please see Tickets, Page 9

Judge Brent Craig led implementation of the Online Ticket Resolution program in Morgan County as a pilot for the state. Other counties are expected
to begin using the option in the future.

A message from Animal Control Director Darren Tucker
Many Pet owners ask the question: “Can my pet get Covid-19?” There have been reported cases of pets contracting the virus but in most circumstances the symptoms are mild in cats and dogs. To date there haven’t been any
confirmed cases of transmission from domesticated animals to humans during the pandemic. Please be aware
that zoonotic diseases do exist between animals and humans and can create mild to severe conditions for those
who come in contact with infected animals. Parasites are a common problem that pet owners face at times, so be
Tucker
aware that most of these can be prevented with annual appointments with your veterinarian.
We haven’t had any issues with disease among animals at the shelter. Morgan County Animal Control continues to
see adoptions, rescues and foster homes rise within our county and the euthanizing of animals decline. The importance of
spaying and neutering your pets cannot be stressed enough. There are existing programs that assist with helping pet owners
keep costs down when it comes to these procedures being performed.
The results of having your pets altered can have positive results for long-term animal health. The lifespan of many animals
can be demonstrably longer when they have been spayed or neutered. A University of Georgia study based on medical records
of more than 70,000 animals, found the life expectancy of neutered male dogs to be 13.8% longer, and that of spayed female
dogs 26.3% longer. We’re working diligently to educate the public on the importance of spay and neutering pets; and the importance of pet owners adhering to the state’s leash law. Please help with lowering the number of unwanted pets through adoption so that the number of pets euthanized continues to dwindle.
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Meal pickup/delivery only

Morgan senior citizen centers remain closed
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
The county’s senior citizen centers remain closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but residents are still receiving hot
meals each day.
“It’s uncertain when they’ll re-open at
this point because of COVID, said Commission Chairman Ray Long. We know
they miss the daily socialization with
friends, but we also know that they want
to be safe as much as we want them to be
well. Our Commission on Aging is still
making sure they get a meal each day either by curbside pickup or delivery to
their homes.”
The eight senior centers have been
closed almost a year, and COA Director
Sandra Adams says participants are doing
well.
“Everything is still running as usual, except congregants are not coming inside,”
said Adams. “They’re picking up their
meals and we’re delivering to those who
are homebound. I’m thankful they’re
coming and picking up the meals because
they’re helping the program and center
mangers by doing so.”
Adams said she orders cooked meals
each week according to the number of
seniors picking up meals and those to
whom they’re delivered. North-central
Alabama Regional Council of Governments provides transportation for delivery of meals to homebound residents.
“When the company delivers them
they’re put it in warmers. They start with
distribution of the food for homebound
first,” Adams explained. Drivers come to
pick up the meals to deliver to the homebound and after that they start packing
meals for the congregants to come pick
up.”
Although the centers are closed, people
are still joining the program.
“We’re still adding people who get assessed through NARCOG,” Adams said.
“Some may have to go on a waiting list
until we have openings, but they’re still
signing up.”
When the centers are open seniors enjoy
a variety of activities, including card
games, dominoes and others. Also, they
travel to compete in games against their

counterparts in other counties.
“I know they miss the activities and
the fellowship, and we hope the centers will be able to re-open in the future, but we can’t rush it,” Long said.
“The commissioners are proud to be

able to provide centers in their respective districts and they want the
residents to be safe, also.”
Adams looks forward to the seniors
returning to the centers when it’s
safe to do so.

“I am anxiously waiting for COVID19 to end so that we can re-open and
get our center families back together,” she said. “They have so much fun
together.” About 250 residents participate in the program.

Students create Valentine cards for senior citizens
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Seeking to brighten the lives of senior citizens who are homebound,
North-central Alabama Regional
Council of Governments Outreach
Coordinator Cissy Pearson called on

educators for help.
Students from various schools went
to the drawing board and created
more than 300 Valentine cards for
the county’s aging population, who
are participants in the Commission
on Aging nutrition program.

Hartselle High students create Valentine cards.

“The idea first came to me over the
holidays (Christmas). I thought there
had to be something we could do to
help put a smile on the faces of those
we serve,” Pearson said. “So, I
Continued on page 7

Top, Leon Sheffield Magnet School students make Valentine cards which are in the pile in bottom photo.
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NARCOG has money
for loans to businesses
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
NARCOG has money available to
lend to businesses through its Accelerate Business Growth Fund, which is
currently holding almost $2 million.
During its 20-year existence the fund
has financed more than 110 projects
that totaled $10,770,000; leveraged
more than $82,000,000 in private investment; and created or retained
roughly 2,100 jobs, according to a
NARCOG report. The program extends
loans to all types of businesses including service, industrial, commercial and
professionals. “We currently have approximately $2 million to lend,” said
Outreach Coordinator Cissy Pearson.
Terms for a traditional loan from
$10,000 to $200,000 could range from
five to 25 years, depending on the loan

Giving to schools
Morgan County Commission meeting agendas frequently include an
item for giving money to local schools for various projects. The approval vote is always unanimous. In photos below Chairman Ray
Long and District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest delivered checks to
Danville High and Austin High schools in February.

and usage. It could be used for real estate, working capital or purchasing
equipment. Traditional loans require
bank support. A microloan up to
$50,000 would have a five-year term
and bank support is not required.
In addition, Pearson says funds will be
available through June 2022 from EDA
CARES, (Coronavirus Aid Relief/
Economic Security) a bill signed into
law last spring for COVID-19 relief.
The special funding, with zero percent
interest, is available for existing businesses only and loan terms are 5 to 10
years. The money may be used for
working capital, rent, utilities or other
COVID-19 related expenses.
NARCOG Business Growth Fund Coordinator Crystal Julien says she saw an
Please see Loans, page 9

Chairman Ray Long , center left, presents a check to Austin High Softball
Coach Tyler Stephenson to help the Girls Softball program. Team members cheered when the coach announced the County Commission donation.

Cards
Continued from page 6
reached out to a couple of teachers to see
if there might be interest in students
making cards. The project took off from
there with students from kindergarten to
high school creating individual cards for
distribution to every meal recipient in
Morgan County.”
The artists are from Danville-Neel Elementary, Falkville Elementary, Leon
Sheffield Magnet School, Priceville Elementary and Union Hill School. Members of Hartselle High’s National Art
Honor Society designed and created
cards, also, Pearson said.
The cards were taken to COA Director
Sandra Adams and were delivered with
meals before Valentine’s Day by volunteers and NARCOG employees.
“The teachers, counselors and especially the students were wonderful,” Pearson
said. “They were all so enthusiastic
about helping.”

Cards were delivered to COA Director
Sandra Adams for distribution.

District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest, center left, and Chairman Ray Long,
right, delivered a check to Danville High Principal Marty Chambers for the
athletic program.
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Commissioners’ Report
All districts preparing for spring projects
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Commissioners cleaned up after the snow
in February and moved on to servicing
equipment for mowing grass this spring
and preparing to resume projects that were
started before winter.
“We’ve just finished cleaning up after the
snow. We removed several trees that snow
and ice brought down,” said District 1
Commissioner Jeff Clark. “We’re getting
equipment ready to mow grass and we’re
preparing to start patching some roads.
As soon as the weather breaks we’ll restart
work to improve the intersection of Old
Moulton and Modaus (Hudson) roads.”
District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest’s
employees are performing routine maintenance and preparing for spring duties of
mowing along rights-of-way, also.
“We’ve been installing new driveway
pipes at several locations throughout the
district for new homes; and we’ve been
cutting limbs for better site distance for
our school buses,” Vest said. We spent
three days on removing fallen trees from
the snow and ice; and clearing roads of
snow and sanding bridges.”

Clark
work as we look forward to spring
and green grass, and blooming trees
out there along the roadways in the
district.”

Vest

Stisher

Abercrombie

While the other districts faced ma- areas in the county, didn’t dump
jor cleanup after snow and ice during heavily in District 4.
the week of Feb. 15th, the wintry
Please see Report, page 13
weather that handicapped several

“We are in the final discussions with an
architect and project manager for the gym
at West Park. Hopefully it will be let for
bids this month,” he added.
He received a $160,000 donation from
Daikin America to help pay for the project.
Also, Vest’s employees are doing preparation work for resurfacing Barkley Bridge
and Nance Ford Road. The paving is a
“Rebuild Alabama” Project, Vest said.
In addition to routine maintenance District 3 employees have been removing and
shredding tree limbs and working on projects that are under reconstruction that
add width to roadways, shoulders and improve drainage. The roads include Nat Key,
State Crusher and Freeman. “We’re about
to start Union Hill the weather permitting,” said Commissioner Don Stisher.
“We are here to please and proud to do the

Barkley Bridge Road in District 2 is being prepared for resurfacing under the “Rebuild Alabama” program.
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Industrial investments during the pandemic

Morgan expansions to bring 148 jobs
“Companies are still investing in
their facilities and creating new jobs
Communications Director
in our community,” he said. “In 2020
we had 17 existing industries anAlthough COVID-19 has affected
nounce $135,429,000 in new capital
economic development efforts, local
industries are playing a major role in investment with new manufacturing
producing essential products needed jobs related to those expansions. One
of the largest job creation announcenationwide, according to Morgan
County Economic Development Asso- ments came from Cerrowire in
ciation President/CEO Jeremy Nails. Hartselle. Their $6,700,000 project
will ultimately create 92 jobs at their
“The COVID pandemic has definitely facility.”
impacted economic development acThe company is adding production
tivities, but fortunately many of our
jobs to manufacture copper wiring,
existing industries have adapted to
the challenges,” Nails said. “Keeping Nails said.
employees safe while maintaining
“They have been in production in
production has been a priority for all
Morgan County since 1976. They supbusinesses. Many of our manufacturply building wire and cable throughers are producing essential products
out North America for commercial,
that keep our nation functioning durindustrial and residential use,” he
ing this time of uncertainty.”
added.
The products relate to food preparaMCEDA has not been idle during the
tion/packaging, construction materisomewhat crippling season.
als, appliances and materials for medical devices and personal protection
“This time has also allowed MCEDA
equipment. “They’re all produced in to upgrade our technology to better
serve our existing companies and poMorgan County,” Nails said.
tential projects in the future,” said
Companies producing various essenNails. “Like all of our community, our
tial items include Polyplex, IVXP,
industries are looking forward to a
Daikin, Wayne Farms, Bunge and
time of health and prosperity soon. In
Ascend, he said. In addition to prothe meantime, MCEDA will continue
duction of those industries, Nails said
to market our area in this new virtual
others are expanding and will create a
setting and support our existing comprojected, combined total of 148 new
panies’ needs.”
jobs.
By Sheryl Marsh

Employees Scott Oden, Cody Gabbard and Jeremy Morse in production at Cerrowire. The company has invested $6.7 million for expansion of its facility that will
create 92 new jobs.

Tickets
Continued from page 5

Loans
Continued from page 7
increase in inquiries and applications
for various types of loans last year;
and some EDA CARES loans have
been requested.
“We saw an increase number of inquiries and applications for all types
of loans in 2020,” she said. “We have
received a total of nine applications

for EDA CARES loans and have been
able to approve four of those projects.
I enjoy working with business owners
on the best funding option for their
need.”
Originally called Revolving Loan
Fund, it was rebranded to Small Business Fund six years ago and recently
changed to the current title. Loans are
not limited to small businesses.

Now you can seek those options
online,” Priest said. “If you get a ticket for improper brake lights, you can
now submit proof of the repair online
instead of having to go to the courthouse. It would be a real time saver.”
The officials plan to add small claims
to the program soon.
“Initially, we started programming
with small claims but switched to
online traffic resolution after the pandemic hit, so we already had the module. It’s just a matter of modifying it,”
Craig said.
Presiding District Court Judge Shelly
Waters is pleased with the online

component.
“OTR is a very good solution to those
seeking to resolve their citation without being required to come to court,”
Waters said. “The request is presented to the court, which enters an order,
and the defendant receives notice by
email. The public has access to the
court but does not have to appear for
court. They don’t have to take time off
from work and this will limit the public’s exposure to COVID-19. I am very
optimistic for this new option to resolve matters before the court. Judge
Craig and his commission have done
a tremendous job in implementing
the program.”
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MCS School News

FFA, FCCLA celebrate during February
Future Farmers of America (FFA) and Family Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) of West Morgan High School assembled on Feb. 5th to
launch a celebration of Career and Technical Education Month. FCCLA Week was celebrated Feb. 8-12 and FFA Week was Feb. 22-26. Trinity Mayor Vaughn
Goodwin presented proclamations for each organization. The student groups celebrated with various activities, including treats for faculty, lobby decorations
and leadership events. Also, during February, FFA and FCCLA prepared for county, district and state competitions.
In a year full of limitations, the career and technical education organizations at West Morgan are finding ways to celebrate while following COVID-19 regulations. Above, left photo, Chairman Ray Long, second from left, with school administrators and students; Right, student officers.

UAH rocket design
team visits Brewer
AP Physics class
Charger Rocket Works, a design team at University of
Alabama-Huntsville, recently
visited Brewer High School’s
Advanced Placement Physics
I class. The team shared a
presentation about basics
and history of rocketry and
information about a current
project design and opportunities at UAH. Also, the team
explained the role of CRW.
The team concluded the
presentation with a water
bottle rocket launcher activity, giving students an opportunity to participate.

Brewer students participate in simulated rocket launch with UAH rocket design team.

Danville-Neel third grader Holt Moore wins
Morgan County Spelling Bee, advances to state
Danville-Neel Elementary School third grade student Holt Moore recently
won the Morgan County Spelling Bee. As a second-grader he was a runnerup in the contest, but worked hard all year preparing for this year’s event
and he won. His hard work paid off. Holt now moves on to compete in the
state spelling bee later this spring.

Holt

The Voice of Morgan County—11

March 2021

School News
On the big stage

JAG students rank second in national competition
Two Jobs for America’s Graduates (JAG) students in MCS Technology Park placed second in the nation recently at the Student Leadership Academy. The virtual competition included dozens of students from throughout the United States. Caleb Hopkins won second place in public speaking for a
speech he wrote about the benefits he’s received from JAG. Michael Jordan won second place in employability skills. He competed in a virtual interview with a panel of judges. He was scored based on
resume, cover letter, answers to questions and professionalism.

Michael Jordan, left and Caleb Hopkins

Scholarships
Two Brewer High School athletes recently signed scholarships for advancing their education and respective sports.

Kelsi Lemmond received a softball scholarship from
Bevill State. She plays shortstop and catcher at Brewer.
She is coached by Bobby and Shana Bryson. Kelsi is pictured with her Travel Softball Coach Blair Roper and her
Brewer coaches.

Priceville Junior High band students advance
Priceville Junior High band students have worked hard to receive accolades under the leadership
of their band director. Ethan Daniel made All-State Band first chair and was chosen for Alabama
Symphony Youth Orchestra for the 2020-21 season. Arleane Escobar, Avery Early and Kaitlyn
Taylor were chosen for District Honor Band.

Layla Shurden wins, local
State SAR poster contest

Abby Brown signed a scholarship to play golf at Wallace
State Community College. She is coached by Cameron
Mahan. She is pictured with her parents Brandon and
Tina Brown, and Wallace State Golf Coach J.J. Adams.

Sparkman Elementary School fifth grader
Layla Shurden captured first place in the
Tennessee Valley Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution poster local competition and she won first place in the state contest as well. She will represent Alabama at
the National Sons of the American Revolution contest this summer. She competed
against 150 contenders from throughout the
state.

Layla
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Hidden treasures

A spot of tea, anyone? Come see what’s
tucked away in serene Morgan County
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Farm raised beef, freshly brewed
tea and ketogenic pastries are just a
few of the products sold at businesses along a trail that’s developing in
Morgan County’s outlying communities.
The Rural Morgan County Industrial Development Board is planning to
unmask “Step Out Agriventure Trail
and Scavenger Hunt” next month at
Celebration Arena.
“The purpose of the trail is to promote awareness and use of Morgan
County agricultural products, vendors and outdoor recreational venues. This will be achieved by means
of a coordinated marketing campaign using the latest technology and
proven advertising methods,” said
Attorney Jeff Johnson, who is manager of the board. The trail will offer
year-round shopping and outdoor
activities for people of all ages.
“Guests will enjoy shopping at their
own pace from a diverse product
selection produced in Morgan County,” Johnson explained. “Guests can
enjoy a broad range of outdoor fun
activities around the county such as
bird watching, canoeing, riding zip
lines, tackling an obstacle course,
running and driving through the
countryside.”
Although the trail will open all year,
there will be special promotions for
spring harvest in April and fall harvest in September and October,
Johnson said.
An official introduction of
Agriventure Trail with ribbon cutting
will be held April 23rd at Celebration
Arena.
Johnson says development of the
trail began last May and gained
much support.

“The County Commission has been
very supportive of us, as well as
mayors and the legislative delegation,” he said. We are really appreciative. We’ve had a tremendous
amount of support overall and we’re
thankful. We’ve had a lot of fun with
the trail.”
County officials are optimistic
about the tourism venture.
“This will be good for our county,”
said Chairman Ray Long. “We believe it will draw a lot of people as
they find about it.”
District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark
says he believes the trail will be a hit
locally and with people from other
places.
“I think it will take off and it will be
a win, win for the vendors along the
trail as well as boost tourism interests from others outside of Morgan
County,” Clark said. It’s just terrific
for everyone.”
Commissioners Randy Vest, Don
Stisher and Greg Abercrombie
agreed.
“This is the kind of development
that brings our rural offerings to the
forefront, Vest said. “I am delighted
to have this marketplace lineup in
the county.”
“I’m grateful to the developers, the
industrial board, and others who
have worked hard to bring everything together to showcase our county,” said Stisher. I believe it will
evolve into something huge and will
draw people from everywhere.”
Several of the businesses are in
Abercrombie’s area.
“I’m just proud they’re here. We’ve
been able to enjoy them for some
time, but now as word gets out about
the development of the trail of businesses, I believe they'll go over the
Please see Trail, page 14

Piper and Leaf Tea Company

Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo

Reeves Peach Farm
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Sign gives historical account
of Ingalls Harbor Shipyard
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
A bit of history is etched on a sign
placed at the entrance of Ingalls
Harbor Pavilion. Archivist John Allison wrote text and provided photos
for both sides of the sign that Decatur Parks and Recreation erected
recently.
A $5,000 Community Service Grant
secured by State Sen. Arthur Orr and
a $2,995 grant from Muscle Shoals
National Heritage Area paid for
design/ creation of the sign by
McComm Group.
“The sign is situated so that visitors
to the pavilion, Home 2 Suites Hotel
and Brickyard Marina can see it,”
said Allison. “One side tells the story
of Ingalls Shipyard, which was once

located there. The shipyard was
started in Decatur by Industrialist
Robert Ingalls in 1937, building craft
for river and coastal use. During
World War II the shipyard produced
supply vessels for the Army, Navy
and Maritime Service. Thousands of
workers from Morgan and surrounding counties worked there over the
years before the shipyard closed in
1981.”
The other side of the sign covers
history of Decatur’s industrial waterfront from its founding to date.
“The narrative and photos illustrate
the industrial boom of the 1880s and
the new era brought about since the
creation of the Tennessee Valley Authority,” Allison said.

This sign tells some of the history of Ingalls Harbor Pavilion.

Report
Continued from page 8
“We didn’t have any problems and we
were happy,” said District 4 Commissioner Greg Abercrombie.
Shop employees continued to perform
routine maintenance and work on projects, he said.
“We’re still replacing cross pipes on several roads and putting in shoulders on a
few roads,” Abercrombie said. “We’ve
been doing site preparation for the new
tag/revenue office building and we’ve
been cutting brush from the sides of the
roads, also.”
In addition to running their respective
shops commissioners meet twice each
month to conduct the county’s business.
Also, they help make budgeting decisions.
During his State of the County address,
Chairman Ray Long praised the commissioners for their hard work.
“I am honored to serve with these guys.
They work hard to ensure that residents
are provided the services they expect from
them. Their job isn’t a 9 to 5. They are on
call 24 hours a day. Every day they come
to work ready to serve,” Long said.

Drainage improvement project on Nat Key Road in District 3
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Trail
Continued from page 12
top." I think all the businesses can
look for a boost,” said Abercrombie.
Johnson says relationships with
organizations and the support of
others brought everything together.
“We’ve enjoyed a great partnership
with the Decatur-Morgan County
Tourism office , Celebration Arena,
Morgan County Farmers Federation, Alabama Cooperative Extension System and Manna House Hydroponic Garden,” he said. “We
could not have developed the trail
as effectively without their participation. Also, Caleb Dunaway has
done an excellent job as marketing
coordinator for the trail.”

Manna House Hydroponic
Garden, Lacey’s Spring
Fagerman Farm, Somerville
BJR Summerford Farm,
Falkville
Reeves Farm, Somerville
Champion Farm, Falkville
Go Far Park USA, Priceville
Fathead Fanny/Clover Coffee,
Priceville
Dutch Oven Bakery, Massey
Old Cook Stove, Massey
DSR Farms, Punkin Center
Wheeler National Wildlife
Refuge
Fall promotion:
Hartselle Farmers Market
Decatur-Morgan County
Farmers Market
Hidden River Farms,
Hartselle

Businesses on the trail:
Piper and Leaf Tea Company,
Lacey’s Spring
Pendley Blueberry Farm,
Lacey’s Spring
Graves Grocery Store, Lacey’s
Website: stepouttrail.org
Spring

Graves Grocery Store

Sponsor of this publication

Courtesy photo

Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge

Support local businesses

Courtesy photo
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Sponsor of this publication

Branch Locations
211 Lee St. NE
1830 Modaus Road SW
1309 Stratford Road SE

Sponsor of this publication
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About The Voice of Morgan County
The Voice of Morgan County is a product of the Morgan County Commission and none of its content may be reproduced without permission
from the governing authority.
The commission established the Communications Department, from which
the quarterly publication was created in 2012, and it currently goes into
more than 48,000 homes throughout the county.
It is produced by Communications Director Sheryl Marsh.

Rx cards available

Morgan County Commission

The Morgan County Commission has
free Rx discount cards for county
residents. Collectively, the cards have
resulted in hundreds of thousands of
dollars in savings for people who
have used them.
To get your card please go to our
website: www.co.morgan.al.us and
click on Coast to Coast to request
one. We will mail it to you. There are
no eligibility requirements.

@MorganCoComm

