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For the people

Morgan Service Center
now open for business
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
The County Commission made it
more convenient for citizens living
in outlying areas to buy tags, renew
driver’s license and pay property
taxes by building a facility for them
to conduct their business.
Opening of the Morgan County
Service Center was made official in
April with a ribbon cutting at the
facility located at 560 Shull Road in

Hartselle.
“It’s a great day for the county.
Our residents deserve a facility out
in the county where they can go and
take care of their business that they
would normally have to do at the
courthouse,” said Chairman Ray
Long. “We’re glad to be able to
provide this center for them to do
that.” The building houses satellite
Please see Center, page 2

Chairman Ray Long snips the ribbon during the official opening of Morgan County Service
Center.

2022 elections

Clark, Vest defeat challengers

Commission shares federal with landslide margins over 30%
allotment with non-profits
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
The County Commission’s generosity will help provide therapy for children who are victims of child abuse,
domestic violence or homicide trauma and, help fund health care services for residents who can’t afford
to pay. In addition, it will help pay
construction costs for an in-patient
mental health facility; and help with
construction of a new farmer’s market in downtown Decatur.

During a meeting in April the Morgan County Commission unanimously approved giving $1,175,000
to Morgan County Child Advocacy
Center, Community Free Clinic,
Mental Health Center of Northcentral Alabama and the Morgan
County/Decatur Farmers Market
Board of Directors. The commission
shared the money from the county’s
$23 million allotment from the
American Rescue Fund.
Please see Money, page 2

By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Voters sent a clear message
about
who
they
want to
represent
them on
Clark
the County
Commission by giving landslide victories to District 1
Commissioner Jeff Clark and
District 2 Commissioner
Randy Vest in the May 24th
Republican Primary Election.

Clark, who is completing
grateful.
his sixth term, grasped right
“I thank the voters for entrusting
at 70% (69.95%) of the vote
Please see Elections, page 3
total to
defeat
challenger Randy
Turner
who received
Archivist’s
Vest
30.05%,
research
records show.
unveils
Vest clinched a fourth term
with 65.19% of the vote total
Cotton
over his opponent Stephen
Queen
Johnson’s 34.81%.
Page 4
The winners are humbly
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2- The Voice of Morgan County

June 2022

Center
Continued from page 1
offices for Revenue Commissioner Amanda Scott, License Commissioner Kate
Terry, and the county’s Parks and Recreation and Commission on Aging departments. While addressing the crowd at the
ribbon cutting ceremony Scott told how
satellite offices first opened and she paid
homage to the late License Commissioner
Sue Baker Roan for her foresight in extending services to county residents.
“Sue Roan, who had been in politics for
years, took me under her wings to teach
me the ropes when I was first elected to
office in 1996 and for that I am forever
grateful. As you know, Sue was an amazing politician, and better than that she was
a true public servant,” Scott said. “We
joined together to open the first license/
revenue office at Crestwood Shopping
Center, and later opened the Lacey’s

Spring office. Our office staffs worked
great at both offices for years. With that
said, doesn’t The Sue Baker Roan Service
Center have a nice ring to it? After all, it’s
located right here
in her hometown.
She was the epitome of a true public
servant.”
She also praised
the County Commission. “A big
thank-you to the
chairman and comScott
missioners for making
this beautiful building happen. I’m so
happy that county residents have this facility for their convenience.” After
speeches from other elected officials and
others, including the director of Hartselle
Chamber of Commerce, Long
snipped the ribbon, making it official.

Chairman Ray Long delivered the opening speech for the ribbon cutting ceremony.

Money
Continued from page 1
This is not a first for the commission as
it routinely provides monetary support
for non-profit organizations.
“Some may say that we’re doing it
because it’s not coming from our county revenue streams, but that wouldn’t
be true because we do give to organizations whenever and whatever we can.
We received this money based on certain criteria, just like every county in
the state and it was our decision to
share the federal funding with these
agencies. They provide great services
for residents and we had an opportunity
to help and we did so, “said Chairman
Ray Long.
Leaders of the agencies that received
the money were present at the commission meeting, where Long and commissioners expressed gratitude for what
they do in the community.
“We know what you do is from the
heart and we are glad to be able to
share the funding we received with
you,” Long told them.
District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark
thanked them.

“We appreciate all that you do to help
people throughout Morgan County and
we’re more than happy to share what’s
been allotted to us with all of you,”
Clark said.
District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest
said their services are priceless.
“I’m just elated that we are in a position to help,” said Vest. “What you all
do doesn’t have a price tag and I just
want to say we’re grateful for everything you do to help people throughout
the county.”
Shared funding
Morgan County Child Advocacy
Center: $25,000 (Therapy for children
who are victims of abuse, traumatic
situations)
Community Free Clinic: $50,000
(Services for residents in low to moderate income households)
Mental Health Center of Northcentral Alabama: $600,000 (Help with
construction of a new in-patient facility)
Morgan County/Decatur Farmers
Market: $500,000 (Construction of a
new market to replace current structure
in same location)

Pictured from left: Lainie Alexander, West Morgan High School; Chrystalynn Beard,
Hartselle Chamber of Commerce; District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark; Misty Cowger, Morgan County Child Advocacy Center (with service dog Jezzy); District 2 Commissioner
Randy Vest; Jessica Payne, Community Free Clinic; Chairman Ray Long; Lisa Coleman,
Bill Giguere, Mental Health Center of North –central Alabama; Laura Ritch, Morgan
County/Decatur Farmers Market Board of Directors; and District 4 Commissioner Greg
Abercrombie. The group posed for photo after a commission meeting in April where the
commission approved funding for non-profit agencies that serve local residents.
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Elections
Continued from page 1
this office to me for a seventh term and I
will continue to do my best to make Morgan
County a better place for all residents,”
Clark said. “I never have and never will take
my job for granted. It’s all about serving the
people.”
Vest said the overwhelming support he
received touched his heart.
“I’m grateful for the support and votes of
confidence we received from residents in
our great county,” said Vest. “My goal has
Vest and wife Saronda (center) surrounded by family at
always been to do the best job I can to make
Clark (far right) celebrated his victory with family.
his victory celebration.
life better for everyone and I will continue
to do so for the duration of my time in office. I just thank the voters with a humble
doesn’t have Democratic opposition.
sioner for 40 years. Vest was elected in
tion to continue serving the people. He
heart.”
Clark has served on the Commission
2010 and is completing his 12th year
will renew his oath of office in NovemClark will face a Democratic challenger in since 1998. He replaced the late E.V.
representing District 2, which includes
ber to begin his fourth, 4-year term.
the General Election in November. Vest
“Plug” White, who served as commisHartselle. He’s warded off past opposiClark is poised to begin a 7th term.

Helping children

Lacey’s senior
citizens enjoy

PACT holds

prom at center

annual event

By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Some arrived by limousine, formally
dressed, others wore moderate attire, but
they all went to have fun at their inaugural prom at the Lacey’s Spring Senior
Citizen Center.
Dean Couch, manager of the center
planned the event that was held May
13th. and said congregants appeared to
have a great time.
Twenty-eight stepped out to the prom
where they reminisced to sounds of the
1960s via a music video channel.
“They looked like they were thoroughly
enjoying everything, and I’m glad
they’ll have that to look forward to next
year,” said Commission on Aging Director Sandra Adams.
King of the prom was Clarence StePlease see Prom, page 5

at courthouse
Parents and Children Together (PACT)
held its annual event in observation of
Child Abuse Prevention Month in April at
the courthouse.
County Commissioners and Chairman
Ray Long were present to help. Commissioners grilled hotdogs .
Chairman Long said the event is welcomed at the courthouse each year.
“We cannot emphasize enough the importance of groups that serve to protect
children here and everywhere. This event is
one that we look forward to,” Long said.
Mayor Tab Bowling presented a proclamation declaring April Child Abuse Prevention Month in the city of Decatur. Speakers
included Assistant District Attorney Garrick Vickery and Sen. Arthur Orr attended
as well.
Susan Roberts is executive director of
PACT.
The event was held in Cotaco Park.

Leaders of several agencies including Community Action Partnership of
North Alabama attended the event.

From left, Commissioners Jeff Clark, Don Stisher and Randy Vest grilled
hotdogs for the event.
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A time in history

Morgan Archivist John
Allison’s search finds
historical trailblazer
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Morgan County Archivist John Allison knows how to find local history
and he certainly knows how to tell
stories from his findings. Recently he
told the story of Lelia Seton Wilder
Edmundson, who was known as
“Cotton Queen” and pioneered the
political path as the first Alabama
woman to run for Congress in the
early 1900s.
Allison shared her story during a
gathering at the Alabama Department
of Archives and History in March.
Based on his research the tale goes:

Lelia Edmundson was one of the
most interesting figures in Morgan
County’s history, but much of her life
story had been forgotten until recently. She was remarkable for her participation in politics in the earliest days
of women’s suffrage, joining clubs
that promoted the movement, participating in public debate and becoming
the first woman in Alabama to run for
the U.S. House of Representatives.
She was also a mogul in agriculture,
real estate speculation and finance.
Her access to wealth came as it did for
many women of her day, through marriage, but she took the financial disaster that she inherited through the death
of her late husband and created a pro-

Archivist John Allison tells “Cotton Queen” story to Alabama Department of Archives and History.

Lelia Seton Wilder Edmundson on her farm that became a national model farm.

gressive model farm that was nationally
acclaimed and earned her the moniker
“Cotton Queen of Alabama”. She broke
down barriers of male-dominated fields
with apparent ease, attestation of her intellect, skill and strength.

catur and Cincinnati. Wilder bought a
1,700-acre farm on the Tennessee River,
mouth of Flint Creek where Wolverine
Tube, GE, Point Mallard and a good
chunk of Southeast Decatur are located
today.

She was born Lelia Seton in Olives
burg, Ohio in 1861 to William and Rachel Seton. Her father was captain in the
26th Ohio Infantry and died from battle
wounds in December 1864. Two years
later Rachel married James Horton and
from that union she birthed a son, Roy
Horton. The family moved from Ohio to
Decatur some time before 1870. James
Horton was listed as farm worker in a
census in 1880 and he died a few years
after the family settled in Decatur.

Wilder was a great real estate investor,
but farming, not so much. When he died
in 1885, Lelia was left strapped with indebtedness that exceeded $15,000. Wilder still owned real estate in Cincinnati
and Decatur that was divided between
Lelia and his three children from his first
marriage. His first wife died in 1880,
three years before he met and married
Lelia.

Lelia graduated at the top of her class
from Memphis High School in 1879 and
returned to Decatur. Charles Rollin Wilder was listed as a real estate investor in
Cincinnati. He was from a family of
wealthy investors and in 1883 he married
Lelia. They split their time between De-

She sold all personal property for
$1,200 and was forced to sell land. In a
letter to Morgan County Probate Judge
E.M. Russell she quipped: “They would
not even allow me a year’s ration of corn,
although I told them how much I loved
cornbread.”
Please see Trailblazer , page 5
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Trailblazer
was fair to all of them who were
almost exclusively African AmeriLucky in timing of the real estate
can. Each tenant had a cabin, garden,
transaction, it’s recorded that Hiram pasture and free firewood. She noBond of New York bought it for
ticed a hunger for education in the
$40,000. Bond was founder of the
tenants and built a school and made
Decatur Land Improvement/Furnace sure it was adequately staffed and
Co. and TCI. Somehow his interest
maintained. White tenants gradually
gravitated to another DLIFC found- moved in to work some plots and in
er, E. C. Gordon of Limestone Coun- 1915 she built a school for whites
ty. The Wilder Place was uniquely
and the county paid the teacher.
situated on the waterfront and
Her successes, including recorddeemed The Chicago of the South.
breaking yields, afforded her nationIt’s unclear what happened, but the
al notoriety. In 1910 she leveraged
subdivision was vacated and Gordon
her friendship with Sen. John Bankdeeded Lelia a large portion of land
head to persuade the U.S. Departfor $1 and another tract for $10,000.
ment of Agriculture to set up disThe Wilder Place was recognized as
plays of modern methods for local
a model farm operated by a “Cotton
farmers. The hog farm demonstraQueen”. Lelia modernized the
tion began in 1911 as the first of its
farm—crop rotation, fertilizer, cultikind in the United States, creating
vators, hogs. Her main concentration
the model for future extension prowas cotton, as it “paid the bills”, an
grams.
adage common among her peers.
Through all of her success she met
She attributed much of her success
and married Wallace B. Edmundson,
to relations with her tenants in a
who moved to Decatur in 1904. He
sharecropping system in which she
came from a wealthy Tennessee
Continued from page 4

family and was state manager for the
American Central Life Insurance Co.
Details are scarce of their courtship,
but records show that the couple
eloped in 1912 and married in New
York City.
She continued to run the plantation
and manage the couple’s business
affairs. In 1920 she founded Morgan
County League of Women and in
1922 Lelia ran for Congress, one of
only eleven women in states
throughout the country and the only
female in Alabama. Her defeat in the
U.S. House race did not weaken
Lelia’s great accomplishments. W.B.
Edmonson died in 1938. Lelia didn’t have any biological children.
Truly she was a pioneer, opening
doors for females throughout the
United States and leaving a lasting
impression across the globe as a
world traveler.
Political announcement in her run for Congress
— Morgan County Archivist John
Allison

Prom
Continued from page 3
-phens and Suzanne Wray was queen.
They enjoyed a healthy “Subway” catered meal.
District 4 Commissioner Greg Abercrombie, who built the center, says he’s
glad residents are enjoying it.
“It makes me happy to hear about them
having a good time because that’s exactly why it was built. We want our residents to enjoy life at every stage,” Abercrombie said.
The prom was the first major event
since residents returned for regular activities, including lunch and Adams said
she hopes others will start going to the
county’s senior centers.
“It’s a good outing for them and I
know they’ll enjoy it,” said Adams.
“Since the prom was such a glowing
success they’re going to start a new an-

Above, Suzanne Wray, seated and Clarence Stephens; right top,
some of the congregants who attended the prom; and bottom
right, some attendees rode to the prom in a limousine.

nual tradition. People from the community should stop by and visit our
centers, especially the Lacey’s Spring facility because Dean is always
cooking up something fun.”

Archives file
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Inside new Morgan service center

County offices conveniently located for outlying areas

Michelle Held, an employee in Revenue Commissioner Amanda Scott’s office
in the new facility.

Parks and Recreation Director Sean Dailey in his new office

Virginia Prater assists a customer in License Commissioner Kate Terry’s office in
the new building.

Commission on Aging employee Annette Cryer at work in her office adjacent to
Director Sandra Adams’ office.
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Stepout trail

Farm and Fitness Day
an event to remember
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Over a year ago Stepout
Agriventure Trail comprising fifteen businesses sprawling through
Morgan County, was unveiled to
local residents and those in surrounding areas.
By its anniversary on April 23rd
The Trail had gained eight more
local businesses for a total of
twenty-three.
Founders of The Trail expect continual growth as it appeals to various groups, including children.
More than 100 people, some
from Birmingham, graced the
miles-long trail for Farm and Fitness Day on May 14th. The group
included 90 runners, aged 4 to

over 70 on a four-mile stretch at
GoFAR Park.
“We are very grateful that
GoFAR allowed us to co-promote
their annual GoFAR Forest 4 Miler as our promotional season kickoff,” said Jeff Johnson, attorney
for the Rural Morgan County Industrial Development Board and
one of the founders of The Trail.
They were able to enjoy homemade pimento cheese from Graves
Grocery, homemade cookies from
Dutch Oven Bakery, Iced tea from
Piper&Leaf as well as smoked
lamb sliders from Fagerman Farm
and hamburgers all-the-way from
Summerford Farm/Beef4U. Hav-

Patrick Fagermen, far left, presented awards to winners of races.

Please see Stepout, page 16

Runners begin two-mile race.

Participants relax after races.
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Commissioners’ Report
District projects, routine maintenance underway
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
New projects, including pipe installation and paving are on tap for all districts while shop employees perform
routine maintenance.
District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark
says he’s helping other entities.
“We finished working with Priceville
on a drainage project on Sunset Acres
Avenue and we just finished clearing
property for the new rescue squad
building,” Clark said. “We’re getting
ready to start with the Town of Trinity,
widening a street that runs off Woodall
Road. Through it all, we’re cutting
grass and trimming trees to keep the
rights-of-way cleared.”

Clark
ing work is rebuild the base on Freeman
Road. Due to many loads of heavy truck
traffic the road had gotten in pretty challenging shape. In addition to rebuilding the
base and alignment, we upgraded the culvert size to control rainfall and resurfaced
the roadway. We are busy keeping trees
and brush trimmed for visibility and neat-

Vest

Stisher

Abercrombie

“After we removed the structures we
cleared the land of all growth and now
District 4 Commissioner Greg Abercromwe’re waiting the entering the planning
bie’s shop employees have removed deteristages for the facility,” said Abercrombie.
orated structures from 22 acres the county
purchased in the Cotaco community for a
Like the other districts, routine mainterecreational facility that will feature a
nance is ongoing. The district is also trimgymnasium.
ming trees and shrubs on rights-of-way.
ness.”

District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest
says currently driveway pipes are being
installed for several new houses being
built in District 2.
“We should begin cross-pipe replacements on North and South Cedar Cove
next month and when that’s completed
the contractor will come in to resurface
both roads”, said Vest. “We’re installing signage in some areas of concern. In addition to that, we’ll be working with Parks and Recreation and a
contractor for the West Park gymnasium on additional parking and the sewer
system there.”
District 3 Commissioner said his two
major projects have been finished in
the district. “For many years Nat Key
Road has flooded and we’ve been able
to work with property owners to remove years of tree growth in the drainage area to cut ditches to allow rainfall
to run in ditches instead of flood the
roadway and we’re proud of that,” said
Stisher. “Another major project District
3 has completed after months of ongo-

Drainage issues on these roads in District 3 were recently fixed. Left, removal of obstructive tree growth in the drainage area
on Nat Key Road was removed; and right, base reconstruction, alignment and an upgraded culvert fixed drainage problems on
Freeman Road.
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Parks and recreation

Great baseball, softball season in Morgan parks
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Morgan County Parks and Recreation
Director Sean Dailey says he’s proud to
see a rebound in the number of baseball
and softball teams that played in county
parks this season.
“We had a return this year to baseball
and softball team numbers that we had
prior to the pandemic. We had a total of
95 teams (including T-ball) this year. We
had 70 last year when the pandemic was

peaking, Dailey said. “For that to happen
for leagues our size, it takes a vast number
of volunteers willing to take on leadership
roles within their leagues and communities.”
Dailey expressed appreciation for league
presidents, Kyle Brown, baseball and
Mitchell Prater, softball, and others involved in the sports, including league
boards, community representatives, community boards and hundreds of coaches.
“All of their efforts made this season a

success,” Dailey said.
Hosting travel ball tournaments remains
a huge component of Parks and Recreation.
“We continue to attract many travel tournaments that make positive economic impacts throughout Morgan County,” Dailey
said. “Almost all our tournaments are
scheduled over a year out.”
The department is now gearing up for
soccer season.
“Registration for soccer has begun in

communities,” Dailey announced. “We’re
here to guide anyone interested in registering. They may contact Parks and Recreation and we’ll get them pointed in the right
direction. In addition, we will be offering
fall softball and baseball this year. Teams
will be able to practice at their home park,
but all games will be played at South Park
in Falkville.”
Dailey encourages people with questions
to call the department: 256-560-6070.

THROW!
HIT!

SAFE at first base !

Paxton Kusman proud of his Priceville Bulldogs championship ring.
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MCS School News

MCS Technology Park’s Mech Tech (3959) Robotics Team won the Rocket City regional
championship at the Von Braun Center in Huntsville where seventy teams from across North
America competed.

West Morgan Middle School placed in the top 100 out of 724 teams from throughout the country to participate in The American Rocketry Challenge national finals
on May 14th in Washington, D.C. Students were tasked with designing, building
and launching a rocket that met National Association of Rocketry guidelines.

Kindness Matters
Priceville Junior High kicked off The
Great Kindness Challenge which encouraged students, teachers, administrators, families and communities to
express acts of kindness for a week.

MCS JAG Representatives
Morgan County Schools Jobs for Alabama Graduates (JAG) students competed in the inaugural National Career Association Career Development contest at a conference in Dallas, Texas during the week of May 4-8. Teams competed in events like Knowledge Bowl, Business Plan, and
Problem Solving. Students shown here, represented MCS well and are looking forward to competing again next year.

Promoting mental wellness
Students at Danville, Eva, Falkville, Lacey’s Spring, Priceville and
West Morgan schools chalked positive messages on sidewalks outside their respective schools in May to observe Mental Health Awareness month.

June 2022
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School News

Fine Arts

What a great turnout for the 2022 Fine Arts Festival at Celebration Arena on April 14th. Thanks
to everyone who came out to support fine arts
teachers and students as their talents were showcased.

Talented And Gifted (TAG) students from West Morgan and Falkville high schools made the annual admissions
trip to the University of Alabama.

Career Technical Education is a key element for success in MCS education and has been proven to work
for students. Sam Gullion is CTE’s spotlight. He is a
senior at Brewer High and has been a member of Future Farmers of America since his freshman year.

Teachers throughout the county celebrated National Pi Day on March 14—mathematical relevance: Pi value—3.14.
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Honoring heroes

A public celebration for law enforcement officers
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Law enforcement officers deserve respect and honor for services they provide
for citizens locally and throughout the
country. Local government leaders made
sure that happened May 10th during a memorial service in Cotaco Park at the
courthouse.
Morgan County Commission Chairman
Ray Long presented a resolution to commemorate Law Enforcement Memorial
Week; and Decatur Mayor Tab Bowling
presented a proclamation in observance of
the special week that’s celebrated nationally.
Both officials praised local officers, past
and present for their service to local citizens.
“I just want our police officers to know
that the County Commission supports
them one hundred percent,” Long said

during a speech to the crowd.
Sheriff Ron Puckett introduced retired
Huntsville Police Chief Mark McMurray
as keynote speaker. McMurray quoted
Bible scripture and stressed the importance of prayer for those who serve in
law enforcement.
Hartselle Mayor Randy Garrison gave a
brief speech to begin the program and
Decatur Police Honor Guard posted colors.
State, county and municipal law enforcement officers each placed a flower at a
monument as the names of officers of the
various agencies were called who lost
their lives in the line of duty.
The program ended after a 21-gun salute
and the playing of Taps.
After the service Chairman Long said
the annual ceremony is one that he looks
forward to each year to give honor to
those who serve and protect.

Decatur Mayor Tab Bowling presented a proclamation.

Special seating section for family members of fallen officers.

Chairman Ray Long presented a resolution.

A police officer places a flower at the monument.

Law enforcement officer places a flower at the monument.
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Show me the money

What you should know about historic buildings, tax credits
Dr. Caroline
Swope, Ph.D.

Historic
Preservation
Specialist

credit equals 20% of eligible rehabilitation expenses, which can include every-

thing from electrical and plumbing, to
HVAC, roofing, and more. To qualify for
the program buildings must be listed in
the National Register of Historic Places
either individually or as contributing
within a district already, or listed during
the application period, and must be used
for income producing purposes. Buildings must be substantially rehabilitated,
and must exceed the adjusted basis of
the property or $5,000, whichever is
greater. Work also must follow strict
historic preservation standards.

The state program is similar to the federal program, and is administered by the
Alabama Historical Commission. The
state tax credit is 25% of eligible rehabilitation expenditures. For the state program expenditures must exceed 50% of
the purchase price minus the value of
the land, or $25,000, whichever is greater. The state’s program is competitive,
because they have limited funds authorized for the program. Because the rules
Please see Historic, page 14

Morgan County is blessed to have historic
buildings that link us to our shared
past. These iconic landmarks, ranging from
the Old State Bank in Decatur to the Somerville Courthouse, Hartselle’s Downtown Commercial Historic District to the Old Town Historic Districts in Decatur tell the stories of
our ancestors and have a patented history
that new residential and commercial districts
cannot compete with.
Owners of historic properties are well
aware of the additional resources it can take
to maintain buildings that may have deferred
maintenance. A frequent question for historic properties that need work: “Are there
grants for properties on the historic register?” Grant funds are rare, and are typically
available only for properties that are owned
and operated by government or non-profit
organizations. There are however, tax incentive programs that can assist owners of historic buildings.
Historic buildings can have deferred
maintenance issues, or sometimes the building has reached a point where plumbing,
electrical, or HVAC systems have reached the
end of their functional life, which can have a
significant financial impact for the current
owner. For buildings that need substantial
reinvestment, there are two programs, one
state and one federal that can be utilized in
tandem. Both require that a building be income - producing.
The National Park Service administers a
federal historic rehabilitation tax credit program, in coordination with the IRS. The tax

The Tower Building at 701 Bank Street. Constructed in 1915 and remodeled into its current form in 1954, the Tower Building was headquarters for Decatur’s Mutual Savings Bank and Life Insurance Company. The building was the original home
of WAFF TV Channel 23, which first broadcast in 1954. This building is in the process of finalizing more than 2 million dollars in federal and state historic rehabilitation tax credits, supporting its transformation into future apartments with a restaurant on the ground floor.
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Historic
Continued from page 13
for state and federal programs are almost
identical, both programs are typically used
in tandem, meaning credit for 45% of approved expenditures. This is a substantial
benefit, and can often make an otherwise
non-viable project financially successful. There are several historic tax credits.
Lastly, for income - producing buildings,
the state has an Ad Valorem assessment
which can reduce property taxes. Owners
of historic buildings that are listed or eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places can send in an Ad Valorem
application to the Alabama Historical Commission for review. Commercial use buildings admitted to the program can have
their property taxes reduced by half, and
will continue to stay at this reduced rate
as long as the building remains listed or
eligible for listing on the National Register.
The Ad Valorem application process is
fairly quick and the state usually reviews
the paperwork in less than a month. The
historic tax rehabilitation programs take
substantially longer to go through review
(3 months minimum) and the review of
paperwork by the feds can take even longer at times. Working with a professional
architect, architectural historian, or historic preservation professional who has experience with these programs is usually crucial to ensure that the project meets the
required milestones and will remain eligible for the tax credits throughout the project. Acceptance into the programs is required before work can start. All three
programs are tremendous assets for owners of historic properties, and help maintain our shared heritage.

For projects within Decatur City limits,
property owners can reach out to me,
Decatur’s Historic Preservation Specialist,
via email: cswope@decatur-al.gov or 4767520. I can assist with the Ad Valorem
process, assess to determine if a building
is likely eligible for the historic tax credit
program, and help with some of the paperwork. I am happy to make site visits. For properties in Morgan County,

June 2022
property owners can reach out to the
state preservation office. The staff person who oversees the state tax credit
program and the Ad Valorem assess-

ment is Hannah Garmon, who can be
reached via email: Hannah.garmon@ahc.alabama.gov or 334230-2644. The staff person who over-

sees the federal tax credit program is
Chloe Mercer, who can be reached
at chloe.mercer@ahc.alabama.gov or
334-230-2669.
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Branch Locations
211 Lee St. NE
1830 Modaus Road SW
1309 Stratford Road SE

Support local businesses
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Participants applauding winners at the awards ceremony .

Stepout
men had an opportunity to meet and
discuss their businesses and other
-ing these venues present was a huge possible ventures.
plus for all involved.”
Johnson talked with an owner of
Johnson attributes The Trail’s sucChampion Farms, who told him the
cess to digital marketing spearheaded family business has seen increased
by Erin Rogers, who said the event
traffic because of its connection to
facilitated networking opportunities
The Trail. “It’s a win, win and we
between successful business leaders. look forward to continual growth,”
She said a couple of local businessJohnson said.

The Voice of Morgan County is a product of the Morgan County Commission and
none of its content may be reproduced
without permission from the governing
authority.
The commission established the Communications Department, from which the
quarterly publication was created in 2012,
and it currently goes into more than 48,000
homes throughout the county. It is produced by Communications Director Sheryl
Marsh.

Rx cards available
The Morgan County Commission has free Rx discount cards
for county residents. Collectively,
the cards have resulted in hundreds of thousands of dollars in
savings for people who have used
them. To get your card please go
to our website: .co.morgan.al.us
and click on Coast to Coast to request one. We will mail it to you.
There are o eligibility requirements.
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