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No more doing  business as usual 

New  rules, regulations in place 

to keep coronavirus out of  

courthouse, county facilities 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 

  Business as usual is over 
at the Morgan County 
Courthouse as officials 
agreed to keep the social 
distancing measure in place 
after the state-ordered 
shelter-in-place   ended. 
  “We can no longer have   
lines and groups of  people 
filling  the  hallways,  who 

are waiting to transact 
business in various offices 
or, who come here for 
court,” said  County Com-
mission Chairman Ray 
Long. “Now that the court-
house is open to the public 
there will be safety guide-
lines to  follow to keep eve-
ryone safe.” 
  Prior to the county’s  re-
sponse to the coronavirus 

outbreak, people were 
shoulder to shoulder on 
most days waiting to get 
into the state license exam-
iners’ office on the first 
floor of the courthouse; and 
lines would form outside 
the tag office on the second 
floor  with people being 
close to each other. In addi-
tion, chairs or benches on 
each floor were usually 

filled and people were extremely 
close in the seating arrangement. 
   “We cannot and will not allow 
these types of arrangements   any-
more,” said Long. 

  Long’s changes are working and 
have evolved into a new normal. 
  Plexiglass shields were installed at 
employee  work stations in offices 

Probate judge’s office 

prepared for elections 

  Chairman Ray Long examines  a glass enclosure at the first-floor security 

station. Long had  a barrier installed at the second-floor station, also. 

Please see Rules, page 2 

EMA Director Eddie Hicks retiring 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 

 After 41 years  in his profes-
sion Emergency Management 
Agency Director Eddie Hicks 
is retiring. His last day on the 
job is June 30th. 
A native of Jefferson County, 
Hicks’ career began in Colbert 
County in 1979 as director of 
the Civil Defense Division. 
  “Within a year after going 
there the name changed to 
Emergency Management 
Agency.  Federal Emergency 
Management Agency was 

called De-
fense Civil 
Prepared-
ness Agen-
cy  and it 
changed to 
FEMA, so 
local agency 
name changes followed be-
cause it was already in place,” 
Hicks said. 
  Hicks headed the Colbert 
County EMA for 17 years be-
fore being hired as director 

Hicks 

Please see Hicks, page 9 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 

     
  In response to COVID-19 
Morgan County Probate 
Judge Greg Cain is making 
polling places safe for vot-
ers who plan to cast ballots 
in upcoming elections. 
   In addition to sanitiza-
tion, Cain will offer masks 

to voters who don’t have 
them. 
  “We request that all voters 
wear a mask within the 
polls and we will have a 
supply available to offer 
those who come to the polls 
without a mask and they 
desire to wear one,” Cain 

Please see  Elections, page  12 
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 throughout the courthouse; 
and face masks, gloves and 
sanitizer were distributed to 
various departments. 
  When the courthouse re-
opened May 4th, visitors  
were met with the changes 
that Long had implemented. 
Some visitors,  who showed 
up at 7:30 a.m. learned that 
they couldn’t enter the build-
ing until 8 a.m.  Also, when 
security officers opened the 
automated doors, only a 
small number were allowed 
into the license examiners’ 
office on the first floor.  Most 
of the chairs in the examin-
ers’ office were removed and 
only about seven were left 
and spaced 6ft. apart. All 
visitors were required to 
wear masks. An examiner 
stood at an information table 

outside the first-floor en-
trance to take information 
from those who planned to 
go to the office. They gave 
phone numbers to be called 
once there was room inside 
the office. 
 About mid-week Lynn 
Howze, supervisor of the 
examiners’ office, said the 
new order of visitor intake 
worked well. 
  “It’s really going smoothly,” 
Howze said. 
  Community Corrections is 
located at the other end of 
the hall on the first floor, and 
Kim Thurston, director of 
the program, sat with an em-
ployee outside the first-floor 
entrance to register partici-
pants for visitation. They 
had to go to the office in 
small numbers due to social 
distancing as well. 
  Thurston said the new nor-

mal is working fine. 
  Circuit and district courts 
and the district attorney’s 
office remained closed to 
case activity, such as trials, 
while officials waited for or-
ders from the state Supreme 
Court. 
   The courts received an 
amended order on May 13th, 
and judges are now allowed 
to hold in-person hearings, 
but not trials. 
   
   “Overall, everything is go-
ing well and we are proud of 
how all elected officials, de-
partment heads and employ-
ees have worked together to 
implement new rules to 
comply with the state order 
to fight against the spread of 
COVID-19,” said Long. “I see 
these changes being in place 
long into the future. We have 
to keep everyone safe.” 

Continued from page 1 

Election official expecting 

more absentee ballots 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 

  Circuit Clerk Chris Priest ex-
pects to see a spike in absentee 
voting for the July 14th runoff 
election due to concerns about 
COVID-19. 
  “We really didn’t see an unu-
sual number of requests for 
absentee ballots in March and 
April. Absentee voting began 
March 13th and as of May 27th 
we had 315” Priest said. Our 
greatest number usually comes 
two weeks prior to an elec-
tion.” 
  Priest has taken steps for 
safety in his office to protect 
employees and visitors. 
  “It’s a new normal in our of-
fice,” he said.  “We have pro-
vided masks and gloves for 
employees and we had glass 
partitions installed for those 
working the front desk.  Mi-
crophones are also placed 
there so that the employees 
and visitors can hear each oth-
er.” 
 

  Priest’s main office on the 
fourth floor and extended of-
fices on the first and third 
floors are all following the 
same practices with safety 
measures. 
  Absentee voting require-
ments:  “To apply for an ab-
sentee ballot voters may come 
to our office, complete an ap-
plication and if approved they 
can vote in the office or they 
may call our office for an ap-
plication to be mailed to 
them,” Priest explained. They 
must include a copy of their ID 
such as a driver’s license in the 
return envelope. If they vote in 
the absentee office they must 
present ID. The office mimics 
a polling place with each enve-
lope representing a voter.” 
  Priest’s offices are open from 
8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. The 
phone number for the absen-
tee office is: 256-351-4849. 
 The last day to vote absentee 
is July 9th. Primary election 
runoffs are July 14th. 

Circuit Clerk Chris Priest  gives  an absentee ballot  packet to  em-

ployee Renee Reynolds in the absentee voting office. 

Left, County Commission Chairman Ray Long  and Decatur Mayor Tab Bowling  at a joint press 

conference  at  City Hall  to address the entities’ responses to  COVID-19.  The  two officials hold 

press conferences  on Monday of each week to keep  residents informed  about  actions  they 

have taken  or plan to take  relative to the  coronavirus. 
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License/tag offices officially opened  

June 1st with new rules and hours 
  Morgan County Commissioner of 
License Sharon Maxwell’s office is 
officially open to the public and rules 
are in place to protect against COVID-
19. 
  In addition office hours have 
changed for two locations. 
  The main office at the courthouse 
and the Hartselle office will open 

Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. 
until 4 p.m.  The Lacey’s Spring office 
will continue to operate Monday 
through Thursday from 6 a.m. until 4 
p.m. 
  The offices will not process any titles 
after 3:30 p.m. 
  The hallway outside the courthouse 
office has taped areas that mark six 

feet between each person who would 
stand in line before entering. The sat-
ellite offices are also marked for social 
distancing. 
  Pens that patrons use inside the of-
fice are sanitized after use and em-
ployees wear masks. 
   “We’re  following  federal and state 
guidelines to  provide safety for em-

ployees and patrons,” Maxwell said.   
Please see the box below for more in-
formation.  We encourage everyone to 
stay  safe during this  unprecedented 
time.” 
  The courthouse office phone number 
is  256-351-4770. 
    Please see the box below (left) for 
more information. 

Public  service announcements 
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By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
 Directors of county departments housed in offsite facil-
ities quickly made changes to the way they do business 
while closed to the public during March and April due 
to COVID-19. 
  The plans, which include social distancing, will likely 
become permanent. 
 

Animal Services 
Animal Services Director Darren Tucker said his de-
partment has worked to keep employees and the public 
safe. 
  “Appointments were taken so that the public could 
relinquish dogs or cats as well as for those seeking to 
adopt an animal,” Tucker said. “Stations are set up 
throughout the building with sanitizer, disposable 
gloves and protective masks. We realize our department 
is essential to the taxpayers of Morgan County and we 
need to offer services to anyone wanting to surrender or 
adopt a pet during the pandemic.” 
  For more protection glass was installed at the recep-
tion area for staff and public safety. 
“Volunteers will soon be able to return to the shelter to 
resume their activities with the animals,” Tucker said. 
“People have been very cooperative during the corona-
virus and we appreciate that.” 
 

Parks and Recreation 
  When county facilities closed to the public Parks and 
Recreation was preparing for the season opening of 
baseball/softball  games but had to shift to embrace 
change. 
  “Since the season was delayed we have kept in fre-
quent contact with our league presidents, discussing 
what we will do when play can resume,” said Parks and 
Recreation Director Sean Dailey. “We plan to support 
our communities in having a season, if there is still 
enough interest. The season may have to be abbreviated 
and we have to be flexible with our plans as the situa-
tion evolves.” 
  The wait ended when Chairman Ray Long announced 
re-opening county parks on May 26th. 
  Dailey was happy with the news to share with organi-
zations. 
  “The department, leagues, travel ball organizations 
and Decatur-Morgan County Tourism all  want to work 
together to make sure we provide the safest experience 
possible for participants. Our grounds crew has done a 
great job in keeping the parks in great condition 
throughout and after the shutdown. Now, we can hit the 

County departments implement changes 

to comply with state order and for protection 

A message from Animal Services  

Director Darren Tucker 

 
  Morgan County Animal Control would like to remind the citizens of Morgan County about the im-

portance of having your pet vaccinated for rabies. Many people think the vaccine is to simply keep 

their animal from contracting the deadly virus. It also protects your animal from being quarantined 

by a veterinarian (which can be expensive), or in worse cases, euthanized if it should bite someone 

and is not up to date on their vaccines. 

  We have also seen numerous cases recently of dogs attacking livestock as well as dog bites to chil-

dren and adults. Every pet owner should be aware that their dog must be contained to their property 

and in the event that it should bite someone they will be liable. Many farmers have lost livestock to 

dog attacks and this is at great expense and loss for them. Alabama Code Title III goes into detail of 

farmers’ rights as well as the responsibility of dog owners. If your pet is aggressive toward humans or 

livestock please be aware that you must keep them contained or be subjected to a warrant issued for 

you.  

  On March 8, 2018, Alabama Governor Kay Ivey signed Emily’s Law, which took effect on June 1, 

2018. This law can send Alabama owners of vicious dogs to prison.  Owners can also be subjected to 

fines and be required to have a $100,000.00 surety bond, and required to keep the dog in a secure 

enclosure.  If a dog has been declared dangerous by the court system and attacks or kills a person, 

the owner could face up to 20 years in prison.  

  Morgan County Animal Control wants to protect and preserve the rights of pet owners as well as 

farmers. The best way to do this is through educating the public of their rights as well as their re-

sponsibilities.  It is our desire to equip everyone with the resources they need to be responsible so 

that Morgan County will remain a safe place to reside.—Thanks for your cooperation 

ground running.” 
  “We have been developing a plan for safely re-
opening concession stands, ensuring we have the 
necessary supplies and protective equipment for 
staff and the public,” he added. “We will follow all 
guidelines set forth by the governor and her task 
force, and we will take a proactive stance in pro-
tecting our parks’ patrons.” 

  
Commission on Aging 
  Chairman Ray Long says the county’s senior citi-
zen centers will not open any time soon. 
  “I figure it’ll be another few months, but the gov-
ernor hasn’t indicated when the centers through-
out the state will open. The good thing is they’ll 
start getting hot lunches again. They were getting 
frozen meals. The sheriff’s department has been 

helping us deliver the meals,” Long said. 
  COA Director Sandra Adams and an employee  
delivers meals also. 
  Although centers are closed, Long said senior 
citizens may go and pick up  meals, but they can’t 
stay at the centers. 
  Adams explained how it works. 
  “All the centers have been, and will continue to 
be cleaned and sanitized,” she said. “Homebound 
meals are packed out as usual, with the center 
manager wearing gloves and a mask. Congregate 
meals, which are being picked up, have been treat-
ed like a to-go pickup meal. They pull up to the 
center and either call or beep their horn, and then 
the center manager will bring the meals to the ve-
hicle wearing gloves and a mask.”  

  

Prepared 

Please see Departments, page 5 
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Departments 

The county has eight senior citizen 
centers in various  areas. 

 Juvenile Office 

 The Juvenile Probation office has 
gone from 12 chairs to six that are ar-
ranged six feet apart in the waiting 
room, according to Chief Juvenile Pro-

bation Officer Jeff Simmons. 
  “We are requiring everyone from the 
outside to wear a mask while in our 
office and we are disinfecting chairs 
and door knobs,” Simmons said. We 
have restricted the amount of paper-
work we share with one another and 
we’ve cut down the amount of copies 

and we are scanning more materials to 
our email.” 
  In addition, Simmons said all officers 
must post appointments on a calendar 
in the main office to avoid having 
three or more families there at the 
same time. Also, most probation offic-
ers are making phone calls in lieu of 
children coming to the office. 
  “We are also emailing and texting 
parents to check on children,” he said. 
“Some staff members have stated they 
would go outside and meet the child 
while keeping six feet apart.” 
 

 Environmental Services 
  Director John Howell says he has 
placed a barrier in the front office to 

divide employees and visitors who go 
there. 
  “We built a 4x8 feet glass barrier for 
the office and we have provided gloves 
and masks for everyone,” Howell said. 
“We have sanitizer stations and we are 
sanitizing door knobs every hour and, 
of course, we’re practicing social dis-
tancing. When people come to the of-
fice the only thing we require them to 
do is wash their hands when they 
come in and we provide the gloves and 
masks for anyone who chooses to wear 
one.” 
  Employees who operate the automat-
ed refuse trucks on garbage routes 
have a box of gloves and masks in the 
vehicles to use if they have to get out 

for any reason, Howell said. 

 
District Shops 
 Officials and employees in district 
shops in each district are practicing 
social distancing and keeping surfaces 
sanitized. 
  “We try to do most of our work by 
phone or email,” said District 1 Com-
missioner Jeff Clark.  
  District 2 Randy Vest said his shop 
gets a deep cleaning weekly. 
  All district shops have gloves, masks 
and sanitizer for employees and offi-
cials.  District 3 and 4 shops have 
gloves, mask and sanitizer, also.  All 
are  practicing  social distancing. 

Continued from page 4 

Courts now open for in-person hearings, no jury trials until September 

 From left, Circuit Judge Stephen Brown stands beside protective shield at court reporter’s  desk in courtroom; center, 

District Judge Shelly Water stands near floor marking in her office and right, District Court Judge Charles Langham is be-

hind a shield and wearing  a mask during a court hearing. 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

    As some businesses were allowed to 
re-open that had been closed several 
weeks, circuit, district, probate and 
municipal courts were authorized to 
safely open for hearings. 

    The courts are following an admin-
istrative order issued from the Ala-
bama Supreme Court in response to 
COVID-19 which surfaced in the state 
in March. 

  The most recent order came on May 
13th, which authorized all courts to 
resume in-person hearings, but jury 
trials will remain suspended until 
Sept. 14th. 

  Circuit Judge Stephen Brown is issu-
ing orders in his cases to eliminate 
large crowds in the courtroom. 

  “Each order specially sets a time for 
the case to be called as opposed to 
calling all cases in a large docket,” he 
said.  

   The following is included in the or-
der: 

  *The named parties and their attor-
neys should appear in the courtroom 
of the undersigned at the time ap-

pointed.  All witnesses, family mem-
bers, and others shall wait in their vehi-
cles to be called to the courtroom. 

  *Upon entering the courtroom, the 
attorneys shall approach the bench to 
inform the court or the judicial assis-
tant of their presence.  The named par-
ties shall be seated in the pews where 
seating will be marked. 

  *The attorneys are encouraged to 
make all reasonable efforts concerning 
negotiations and settlement before the 

hearing date.  Time in the courtroom 
will be limited to the business of the 
court.  The attorneys and parties 
should be prepared to begin their hear-
ings upon entering the courtroom or 
shortly thereafter. 

  *Parties who are not represented by 
an attorney must also follow the same 
rules.  Such parties shall instruct all 
witnesses, family members, and others 
involved in their case to wait in their 
vehicles until called to the court-
room.  Such parties shall be seated in 

the marked areas and await the calling 
of the docket. 

  Upon the conclusion of the hearing, 
the parties and attorneys will exit the 
courtroom to make space for the next 
hearing.   

  Prior to re-opening courtrooms, cir-
cuit and district court judges had been 
using Zoom, video conferencing soft-
ware that allows for a virtual meeting of 
multiple people..  District Court Judge 

Please see Courts, page 12 
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Working behind doors closed to the public 

Archivist processes  film  from  county’s past 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  During closure of the county’s Archives fa-
cility on Bank Street in April due to COVID-
19, Archivist John Allison worked on back-
logging and cataloging items, books and 
photographs that patrons donated. 
  “We are fortunate to have an amazing num-
ber of citizens who donate family treasures 
and other significant historical memorabilia 
to Archives,” said Allison. I am especially 
grateful to finally be working on a collection 
of negatives that originated with Kyle-
Sullivan Studios in Decatur.” 
  The films date from the late 1950s and de-
pict businesses, schools, people and events 
in Decatur during that era. 
  “I’ve posted some of the images on our Fa-
cebook page and the response has been tre-
mendous,” he said.  In addition, Allison is 
working on the department’s next exhibit 
titled “Morgan County Comes of Age—1870-
1940” which will include researched text and 
photographs which illustrate vast changes in 
the county during that period. 
  Allison expects the exhibit to be cast before 
fall and he’s hopeful that the public will be 
able to view the display. 
  “I hope hundreds of school children and 
other visitors will be able to see this new, 
educational resource,” Allison said.  
Re-opened 
  Archives re-opened  May 4th, keeping  its 
regular days and hours, Tuesday through  
Friday from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
  “Since that time we have seen patrons re-
turning slowly, although numbers are down 
from what they were before the pandemic 
response,”  Allison said.  “Many of our pa-
trons are older and are understandably re-
luctant to expose themselves to potential 
risk.” 
  Allison says he  rearranged seating to im-
plement social distancing. 
  “We want to ensure visitors can maintain a 
minimum distance of six feet between each 
other and  staff,” said Allison. “The  main 
change is that we have suspended  group 
tours, meetings and other programs until 
state health authorities deem that the time is 
right for such gatherings. We do provide 
hand sanitizer for guests during their visits 
and we encourage the use of masks. If you 
do not have a mask we will provide one for 
you.  We are regularly cleaning surfaces.” 

  Grand Ole Opry star Minnie Pearl, third from left,  gives autographs for fans after an appearance at Decatur High 

School in 1958. 

    The corner of Second Avenue and Johnston Street in Decatur in 1958. 
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Hope Cain gets two offers for medical school 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

   

  Morgan County Probate 
Judge Greg Cain and wife Cin-
dy will have access to two 
medical doctors after his 
youngest daughter Hope fin-
ishes medical school. 

  A recent honor graduate 
from the University of Mobile 
where she was a standout 
scholar-athlete, Hope was 
recently accepted to two med-
ical schools and offered a 
scholarship for $80,000. She 
will begin her medical studies 
at the University of Alabama-
Birmingham School of Medi-
cine this fall. 

 A 2020 UM graduate, she 

earned a Bachelor of Science 
in pro-health biology. 

  Hope says attending the 
Christian university gave her 
an opportunity to follow her 
dream of playing college soft-
ball, reinforced her faith and 
helped her realize what she 
was called to do in life. 

  She excelled in softball, leav-
ing a stellar record as a start-
ing pitcher, and in academics, 
maintaining a 4.0 Grade Point 
Average throughout her stud-
ies. 

  She was named Softball 
Scholar-athlete of the year by 
Southern States Athletic Con-
ference (SSAC) and she 
earned an honorable mention 
for All American from Nation-
al Association of Intercolle-

giate Athletics during the 
2019 season. 

  At the university she excelled 
as a peer leader, tutor, mem-
ber of Beta Chi, the Student 
Leadership Council and she 
was president of the universi-
ty’s chapter of Alpha Chi Na-
tional Honor Society. 

  In a story published by the 
university, Hope gave credit 
to God for her success. 

  “I believe that by going to a 
Christian school I have re-
ceived a greater understand-
ing and appreciation of how 
detailed and the perfect way 
that God created all of us,” 
said Hope. “When I practice 
medicine I want to remember 

Accepts UAB School of Medicine 

 Recently the family enjoyed quality time at  the Cains’ Hartselle 

home. From  left:  Andrew Williams, Cindy, Grace, Hope and Judge 

Cain, who  is holding  Grace’s  And William’s pet Ellie. 

County Commission office employee 

retires  after 23 years of service 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Peggy Lynch, a business services co-
ordinator in the County Commission 
office has enjoyed working there for 
almost 23 years but, recently, she de-
cided it was time to exit into retire-
ment with her husband David. 
 Her last day on the job was May 29th. 
  The couple moved to Decatur in 1997 
and soon after relocated to Moulton. 
Initially, she began working part-time 
in the commission office and in 1998 
she became a full-time employee. 
  “When I first came to work here I had 
no idea how city or county government 
operated or that they were not joined, 
but I soon learned,” she said. “I’m go-
ing to miss the people I work with be-
cause a lot of friendships have been 
formed. We were like family.” 
  Natives of Orlando, Florida, the cou-
ple left the sunshine state when Da-
vid’s employment transferred to North 

Canton, Ohio. 
  “We moved there in 1995 and, from 
sand between our toes to mounds of 
snow didn’t go over well.  After a cou-
ple of winters in Ohio we decided to 
move to Decatur through another job 
transfer,” she said. 
  They have a daughter, Heather who 
lives in Ohio with her husband Wade 
and their children, Collin, Trevor, 
Ryland and Mallory; and a son Daniel, 
who lives in Ulsan, South Korea where 
he teaches English at a private school. 
  “We’re proud of our children and 
grandchildren, and we look forward to 
spending more time with them,” Peggy 
said.  
  Also, she plans to help David work on 
their farm, which has cattle, fruit or-
chards and beehives. 
  She hopes to travel and pursue hob-
bies. 
“My happy place is the beach, but we 
will do a lot of traveling to other plac-

es. My dream vacation would be a 
Mediterranean cruise and David’s 
would be an African Safari. One of my 
hobbies is family research and I plan 
to continue that, but my big goal is to 
begin quilting. It’s something I’ve al-
ways wanted to do.” 
  Chairman Ray Long says Peggy will 

be missed. 
  “We’re definitely going to miss her,” 
Long said. “She’s been part of the fam-
ily and we hate to see her go, but we 
look forward to her enjoying her re-
tirement.  It’ll be different in the office 
because she added so much life to the 
office, always telling jokes.” 

  Peggy Lynch in her office in May before retiring on June 1st. 

Please  see Hope, page 9 
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 Clark Vest Stisher Abercrombie 

Commissioners’ Report 

 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
 Commissioners and their district shop 
employees dealt with flooding and de-
bris after heavy rains and performed 
other tasks during the period of the 
state’s shelter-in-place order in April 
due to the new coronavirus (COVID-19). 
“Duty called and we had to work,” said 
District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark. “We 
were off one week during the closure of 
the state, but we went back to work 
cleaning up after a storm that came 
through. We had a mud slide on the ap-
proach ramp to Cotaco Creek Bridge 
that we had to deal with, and we took 
down trees that were compromised by 
all the rain. The ground got so wet and 
the trees started coming down. We’ve 
been pretty busy.” 
  A project is planned for Paradise Lane. 
   “We’re going to relocate the entry road 
to make it safer starting at Paradise 
Lane off Norris Mill Road,” Clark said.  
“Right now, it’s a steep approach to the 
subdivision entrance and we’re going to 
change the way the road comes out to 
Norris Mill so that people can get out a 
lot safer.” 
  District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest 
and his shop crew had to respond to the 
aftermath following the April 12th storm, 
also. 
   “We experienced a large amount of 
rain in a short period of time,” Vest said. 
“Because of the amount of rainfall al-
ready this year, this created a runoff of 
water. Many roads suffered unprece-
dented flash flooding, causing erosion of 
shoulders and inlets or outlets of cross 
pipes and driveway pipes washed off.” 
  In addition, Vest explained that if a 
pipe has an unseen issue, such as sepa-
rated or decayed joints it is vulnerable 
to major weather events. 
  “If the failure is in the center of a pipe 
in a driveway or under a road it some-
times takes a year to rear its ugly head 
to expose the damage,” Vest said. “One 

of the best examples to describe ef-
fects of flash flooding is the bridge on 
Cutoff Road at Somerville. The road 
connects highways 36 and 67 where 
flash flooding caused water to be at a 
height above the guardrail for a couple 
of hours.” 
  “Repairs have been made to make 
everything passable and accessible, 
and we will return to those areas for 
rebuilding the road shoulders and 
washed out driveway pipes,” he said. 
“As with past events, areas of damage 
will be found well into the near fu-
ture.” 
  Conditions were no different in dis-
tricts 3 and 4. 
  District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher 
said flooding was a major issue. 
  “Rain on Easter Sunday brought nine 
inches of rain to the east portion of the 
district, creating many roadway prob-
lems, overflowing drainage culverts, 
ditches and roadways,” Stisher said. 
“The crew was out around 8 p.m. on 
Easter Sunday and continued to work 
late into Monday dealing with the af-
fected areas. They continued through-
out the following weeks, making nec-
essary repairs so that traffic could flow 
at a safe pace. The west side of the dis-
trict got about six inches of rain that 
caused many problems as well. We are 
working as safely and rapidly as possi-
ble, and hope to get things back in 
shape soon.” 
  In addition to making repairs from 

the rain storm, Stisher says district 
employees are performing routine 
maintenance. 
  “We’re responding to concerns of 
citizens throughout the district and 
just being available to provide the 
service we are here to do,” said Stish-
er. “Everyone stay safe and healthy 
and try to get through these challeng-
ing times.” 
  District 4 Commissioner Greg Aber-
crombie said eastern Morgan County 
experienced numerous problems from 

the rain. 
  “We probably had 15 to 18 major 
issues with eroded pipes,” he said. 
We’re still finding them. We had a few 
shoulders washed out that we’re deal-
ing with.” 
  Currently, he’s assessing roads for 
pavement and plans to start schedul-
ing projects soon.  
  Employees in all district shops are 
performing routine maintenance 
which includes trimming  growth 
from rights-of-way for visibility. 

Heavy rainfalls  damage roads in  all districts 

A flooded road in District 3 during heavy rain in April. 



The Voice of Morgan County— 9 June 2020 

Hicks 

for Morgan EMA in 1996. 
  “I was ready for a change and 
this was a larger county with 
more challenges because  of  
Browns Ferry and its industri-
al base,” Hicks said. So, I in-
terviewed for the position and 
the late Chairman Larry Ben-
nich hired me to replace J. 
Howard Proctor.” 
  During his tenure Hicks has 
played a role in advanced 
changes in the field and suc-
cessfully implemented them in 
his office. 
  “In the operations center we 
had a stage and chalk board to 
record status reports in vari-
ous emergency situations and 
that changed frequently , 
which meant that status re-
ports were being erased and 
written with chalk on the 
board,” he explained. “Today, 
we have large projectors for 

electronic reporting of status 
reports. The information is 
entered into a computer and 
appears on large projector 
screens and large television 
screens.” 
  Hicks continuously pursued 
grant funding to improve the 
EMA facility in the basement 
of the courthouse.  Before his 
departure he hopes to see ren-
ovation completed, which  
includes his and employees’ 
offices, the  auditorium and 
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter. 
  “We’re really proud of these 
improvements and I’m thrilled 
to be able to know that I’ll be 
leaving the operation in better 
shape than when I came,” said 
Hicks. 
  Also, during his career Hicks 
received extensive training, 
amassing certifications 
through continuing education 
to share with others who work 

in emergency fields. 
  In addition, he’s a member of 
numerous state, national and 
international organizations 
and he holds leadership posi-
tions in several. 
   He knows how he and his 
wife Sue will spend retire-
ment. 
“We plan to travel and I am 
going to do some woodwork-
ing. Most of all, I look forward 
to spending time with my 
granddaughter Ruth Claire,” 
he said. 
  He and his wife have two 
sons,  Chris Hicks of Lake-
wood Ranch, Florida and 
Shawn Hicks,  (Ruth Claire’s 
father) of Decatur. 
  “We’re losing a lot of 
knowledge and years of ser-
vice and he’s done a good job 
for the county, providing 
many years of service,” said 
Chairman Ray Long. We wish 
him  well on his retirement.” 

    EMA  Director  Eddie Hicks and wife Sue admire their  22-month 

old granddaughter Ruth Claire. 

Continued from page 1 

 
Eddie Hicks’ 

service/credentials 
Elected President of the USA Council of the International Association of Emergency Managers 
Serves on the Global Board of Directors of the International Association of Emergency Managers as their 
Finance Director 
Elected to three separate terms as President of the Alabama Association of Emergency Managers 
Served for the past ten years as a delegate to the National Homeland Security Consortium 
Serves on the Justice and Public Safety Committee of the National Association of Counties 
Appointed to two three-year terms on the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) 
Environmental Information Services Working Group   
Appointed to the Board of Directors of the Morgan County Emergency Communications District and is 
currently serving as the Vice Chairman 
Appointed to the Ambulance Regulatory Board – City of Decatur 
 
Certifications 
CEM – (Certified Emergency Manager) – International Association of Emergency Managers 
MLEM – (Masters Level Emergency Manager) – Alabama Association of Emergency Managers 
CLEM – (Certified Local Emergency Manager) – Alabama Emergency Management Agency 
 
Honors/Awards 
Clayton R. Christopher Memorial Award – Awarded to the Nation’s Outstanding Emergency Manage-
ment Director – International Association of Emergency Managers – Awarded in 2002 
Spirit of Emergency Management Award – For commitment and dedication to the excellence of the 
Emergency Management Program – Alabama Association of Emergency Managers – Awarded in 2005 
Career Achievement in Emergency Management Award – Alabama Association of Emergency Managers 
– Awarded in 2010 
 
Education 
Bachelor of Science – Public Safety Administration – Athens State University 
Associate in Applied Science – Fire Science/Fire Service Administration – Shoals Community College 

Hope  

that it is God who gave me 
and my fellow doctors the 
abilities we have, and that He 
is the ultimate healer and 
physician.” 

  Her parents are elated by 
her accomplishments and 
those of her sister Dr. Grace 
Williams who graduated 
from UAB School of Medicine 
in 2018 and currently she’s in 
her third year of residency in 
pediatrics with Prisma 
Health in Greensville, SC. 

  “Obviously, we are extreme-
ly pleased with Grace and 
Hope and the young ladies 
they’ve become, said Judge 
Cain. “God has blessed us 
with two daughters that have 
worked hard, placed God first 
place in their lives and have 

pursued a profession in 
which they can serve and 
make a difference in people’s 
lives. It has not always been 
easy for them but they have 
focused on making the best of 
every situation, persevered 
through the challenges and 
learned from their mistakes. 
They have made many sacri-
fices to get where they are, 
and are seeing the fruit of 
their work. Probably, need-
less to say, we love them with 
all our heart.” 

   While Hope begins her 
medical studies this fall, 
Grace and her husband An-
drew will welcome identical 
twin boys in August.  Grace 
plans to return to North Ala-
bama in 2021 to continue her 
career as a pediatrician after 
completing her residency. 

Continued from page 7 
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Morgan county schools 

Sharing our stories 

The Morgan County School system is 
honored to have two National Merit 
Scholarship finalists for the 2019-2020 
school term. 
  Russell Haggard, a senior at West 
Morgan High and Chase Taylor a senior 
at Priceville High were chosen as final-
ists by the organization, which honors 
students from throughout the nation , 

who are deemed academically talented 
through testing. 
   
 Students must take a preliminary scho-
lastic aptitude test and a National Merit 
Scholarship qualifying examination no 
later than their junior year in high 
school. 
  Congratulations to Chase and Russell! 

Two  MCS seniors  are named 2020  

Nationalist Merit Scholarship  finalists  

  Left, Russell Haggard and Chase Taylor,  right are  NMS finalists. 

Morgan County Schools established the 
Student Pandemic Assistance Fund to 
help students and families cope with 
COVID-19. 
  Several businesses and organizations 
answered the call for donations. The 

donors include Pepsi Cola of Decatur, 
Alabama Credit Union and the Hunts-
ville branch of Industrial Workers of the 
World. 
    The school system is grateful for their 
generous contributions. 

MCS  aiding  students, families 

during  COVID-19  outbreak 

Congratulations to the 2020  Morgan 
County Career Tech Advisory Council Schol-
arship recipients. These students will each 
receive a $1,200 scholarship: 

Adam Rolin  

Lindsey Fowler 

Colby Ullery  

Parker Voss  

Jessica Chroust  

Trista Stadterman  

Thomas Prus  

Jake Lawrence  

Marie Gay  

Aubree Freeman  

Leisha Steger  

Chris Jackson  

Briar Kimbrell 

Tyson McGriff  

Nate Burgett  

 Top, from left:  Ronnie Dukes of Pepsi Cola , MCS Superintendent Bill Hop-

kins  and Sandra Stephenson of Pepsi Cola;  center, from left: Cindy Griffith 

of Alabama  Credit Union, Hopkins and Tammy Slappey; Bottom, from left:  

Jacob Morrison of  IWW, Hopkins and Samuel Dalton. 

Scholarships awarded 



June  2020 June 2020 The Voice of Morgan County—11 

School News 

Brewer High School  2020 graduation 

  MCS held graduation ceremonies for all five of the district’s high schools with 
more than 500 students receiving diplomas. The ceremonies were held  May  
18th at the same time at the respective schools while practicing social distancing 
to protect against COVID-19. 

 Several county schools provided meal pickups for students through the end of the 
school year. The meals were distributed once each week and Lacey’s Spring School 
was one of nine locations.  Cynthia McCarty, District 6 state school board representative 
and Alabama Education Association Representative Wendy Lang helped with the distri-
bution. 

Lacey’s Spring School teachers conducted a parade to safely visit 

with students during virtual learning days after schools closed due 

to COVID-19 orders. The teachers drove through neighborhoods 

waving and greeting students and parents.  

  MCS administrators initiated Story Time each week during virtual 

learning, with administrators posting a video of them reading one 

of their favorite books. Superintendent Bill Hopkins kicked off the 

initiative, which is designed to encourage summer reading for K-5 

students.  
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Support local businesses 

Sponsor of this publication 

Branch  Locations 

211 Lee St. NE 

1830 Modaus Road SW 

1309 Stratford Road SE 

Sponsor of this publication 

  

Decatur business leaders 
tapped for tourism awards 
 
  The Alabama Mountain Lakes Tourist Association named three business lead-
ers of Morgan County North Alabama Elite Tourism Professionals for their con-
tributions to the tourism industry. 
 The honor was bestowed upon Iris Pettus of Double Tree by Hilton-Decatur 
Riverfront, Scott Suenaga of Courtyard by Marriott and Decatur-Morgan County 
Tourism’s Sharon Holder for outstanding customer service and hospitality in 
North Alabama.  
  The honors were given in May, National Tourism Month. 
 “The travel and tourism industry is comprised of a diverse group of hardworking 
individuals, said AMLA President/CEO Tammy Reist. Whether these award re-
cipients are employed in hospitality, entertainment, lodging or food and bever-
age, they repeatedly  rise  to the occasion in creating joy and memorable experi-
ences for North Alabama visitors.”  “Because of these individuals, the spirit of 
travel will not be shattered; and with their leadership and commitment the travel 
and tourism industry will be integral to our nation’s recovery from the corona-
virus pandemic.” 
 
  
 *Reportedly, travel generated  $16.8 billion for Alabama’s economy in 2019; 
and in North Alabama the industry pumped $3.2 billion in tourist expenditures 
and more than $1 billion went to state and local taxes  through tourism activi-
ties.—Alabama Mountain Lakes Tourist Association 

Elections 

said.  We will utilize the U.S. Centers 
of Disease Control social distancing 
guidelines for poll workers and vot-
ers; and we will have “sneeze shields” 
at points within the poll where work-
ers interact with voters.” 
    All poll workers will be provided 
non-latex gloves, medical grade FDA 
approved face shields and masks as 
well as approved wipes and disinfect-
ant spray for all polls for workers to 
use throughout the day. Hand sani-
tizer will be provided for workers and 
voters. 
  Each person will be given a pen to 
mark their ballot that will not be re-
used by another voter. 
  “Most of these supplies have now 
been assembled, as we have been 
working on this for weeks,” Cain said. 
“Our face shields were procured from 
a local manufacturer in Tuscaloosa 
and will arrive soon. We are doing 
everything we can to keep everyone 
safe.” 
  The runoff election from March Re-
publican primaries will be July 14th. . 
Voters will cast ballots in the U.S. 

Continued from page 1 

Senate race between former U.S. At-
torney General Jeff Sessions, who 
once held the senate seat and former 
Auburn football coach Tommy Tuber-
ville; and locally in the race between 
attorneys Kevin Kusta and Emily Bag-
gett for the district court judgeship 
from which Judge Charles Langham 
will retire in January. 

Shelly Waters said she used Zoom 
frequently prior to effective date of 
the order.  “Administrative Office of 
Courts set up Zoom for us and we’ve 
had a lot of hearings,” Waters said. 
“The lawyers have done an excellent 
job getting their clients where they 
needed to be.”  The state order au-
thorized the presiding judge to make 
decisions for implementing safety 
measures to protect court personnel 
and others.  Each courtroom has 
seating marked with tape placing 
each person six feet apart. The floors 
in hallways are marked for distance 
between people, also. Also, court-
rooms have plexiglass shields for 
courtroom/office personnel.  

Continued from page 5 

Courts 
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Fighting against  COVID-19 

  Rear, Probate Judge Greg  Cain and  maintenance employee  Randall Bar-

nett  demonstrate social distancing  with  new  markings placed on  floor 

outside  license/tag office. 

  Left,  Safety Coordinator Jonathan  Warner gives  masks to  IT Director 

George Hill. 

  Voter  Registrar  Amy Hamilton  sits behind a newly  installed   plexiglass  shield. 

 A license examiner   gets contact information from  visitors to his office, where only sev-

en are  allowed at one time. 
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Hartselle firefighter named 

county’s safety coordinator  

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Jonathan Warner, a firefighter with 
Hartselle Fire and Rescue since 2009, 
gets to use much of his training in his 
part-time position as Morgan County’s 
safety coordinator. 
  Chairman Ray Long hired Warner for 
the position in March . 
  “He hit the ground running,” said 
Chairman Ray Long. After the virus 
arrived in the state he didn’t waste any 
time acquiring equipment we needed 
in the line of PPE (Personal Protective 
Equipment) as well as establishing 
guidelines for operations. “We’re 
proud to have him.” 
  Prior to joining HFD, Warner worked 
as a volunteer with the fire depart-
ment. 
  “I surely enjoy my time here. The 
county has enabled me to use my train-

ing and ability in safety to make sure 
employees work in the safest environ-
ment possible”,  Warner said. 
  Prior employment with Hartselle Util-
ities and the sheriff’s department gives 
him a total of 18 years under Retire-
ment Systems of Alabama. 
  He and his wife Amy have a blended 
family of three with Warner’s 14-year-
old daughter and her 13-year-old 
twins, a daughter and son. 
  “It’s awesome because they’re all go-
ing through the same things at the 
same time,” he said. 
  His wife is a teacher at Hartselle In-
termediate School, and has been teach-
ing 22 years. 
   
  As safety coordinator, Warner pro-
vides advice in various areas including 
security of the courthouse and other 
county-owned facilities. 

Jonathan Warner 
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  The Voice of Morgan County is a product of the Morgan County Com-

mission and none of its content may be reproduced without permission 

from the governing authority. 

The commission established the Communications Department, from which 

the quarterly publication was created in 2012, and it currently goes into 

more than 48,000 homes throughout the county. 

  It is produced by Communications Director Sheryl Marsh. 

 The Morgan County Commission  has  

free Rx  discount cards for county 

residents. Collectively, the cards have 

resulted in hundreds of thousands of 

dollars in savings for people who 

have used them. 

  To get your card please go to our 

website: www.co.morgan.al.us and 

click on Coast to Coast to request 

one. We will mail it to you. There are 

no eligibility requirements. @MorganCoComm 

Morgan County Commission 

About  The  Voice of  Morgan County 

Rx cards  available 

Sponsor of this publication 
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