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Rich history tucked away at Archives reaching high levels
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Morgan County Archivist John Allison
knows well the history of this North Alabama county because he’s keeper of its
records.
For more than a decade he’s been preserving the county’s historical records
while building and arranging displays to
bring to life some of the most important
events of years gone by.
This year marks the county’s 200th birthArchivist John Allison looks at “Courthouse Burning” painting by M.R. Mobes. The
day. As Allison has recorded, Morgan
courthouse burned in 1926 and was re-built and reopened in 1928.
County’s population has grown from 2,253
in 1818 to 119,490 today.
The records reflect that once
Morgan shares its birth year
people
settled
here
they
rewith
Lawrence and Limestone
Records show continual growth since the
mained.
st
Please see Bicentennial, page 2
county’s birth through the 21 century.

By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Students and teachers in the Morgan
County School System rank among the
best as evidenced by activity in their
schools during the past school term.
Superintendent Bill Hopkins and school
administrators are dedicated to the success of every child in each school in the
county district.
“Our goal is to help students reach their
fullest potential and prepare them for
their career paths,” Hopkins said. We
believe in encouraging and inspiring our
students to do their best in all endeavors
and we always want them to have the
resources to ensure their success.”
The superintendent has a hands-on apPlease see County schools, page 8

Students shadow officials

INSIDE

on Government Day
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
They were polite, smart and witty.
Forty-six juniors from Decatur, Priceville
and Brewer high schools, showed what they
could do in the positions of elected officials.
They were remarkable!
The American Legion Post #15 conducted
Government Day at the courthouse on April
Please see Government Day, page 3

Law enforcement memorial service,
page 5
Hard work
pays off in
Morgan County
School System, pages 8,9
These juniors were elected officials for a day on Government Day.

Winners
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Bicentennial
Continued from page 1
stone counties as well as some others in
the state.
Old newspapers are preserved, some in
plastic sleeves, others in huge binders.
The yellowed, fragile pages tell much
about happenings in the early 1900s. The
Decatur Daily, which was established in
1912, first shows up at the Archives in
1920. Its name at that time: The AlbanyDecatur Daily. The lead story on the front
page of the Dec. 9, 1920 edition was headlined: Roundup of Profiteers comes next.
There are other papers and newsletters
including Hartselle Enterprise and
Falkville Chronicle kept at the facility.

through displays like those of the
Civil War and Veterans. It’s all
about preserving historical roots
that run deep.”
Allison shares more local history from records he keeps at
the Archives facility on Bank
Street:
Cotaco County (later renamed
Morgan) was created by an act of
the Alabama Territorial Legislature on Feb. 6, 1818, from lands
ceded by the Cherokees and Chickasaws in 1816. It was among the

first counties when Alabama attained statehood in 1819. The
County Court, which would later
evolve into the Morgan County
Commission, first met at the
“White House” at Cotaco. In 1820,
the county seat was moved to Somerville, where it would remain until
1892. The Somerville Courthouse,
built in 1837, is today the oldest
remaining purpose-built courthouse in the state. In 1821 legislators renamed the county Morgan,
in honor of Gen. Daniel Morgan,
Revolutionary War general and
hero of the Battle of Cowpens.

On January 13, 1820, President
James Monroe responded to a request by a group of investors and
issued a proclamation that a town
be laid out on the south bank of the
Tennessee River, above the rapids
of Muscle Shoals. The Town of Decatur was created on June 6 by the
Articles of Association of the Decatur Land Company. Decatur experienced two major developments in
1832. The first was the choice of
Decatur as a branch for the State
Bank of Alabama. Although the
Continued on page 6

A display of a framed photo of Barrett C.
Shelton Sr. placed beside his typewriter
tells the story of how news stories were
written during that time. The typewriter
would stay around for decades to come,
well into the 1980s, and some were still in
the mix of a technology blast in the 1990s.
Election ballots were put into metal boxes, which also held voter lists.
The faded hand-written minutes from
the first meeting of The County Court of
the County of Cotaco (now known as The
Morgan County Commission) are kept
Above, left, recorded minutes of the first (then county board) County Commission meeting; right, Archivist John Allison
there, also. During that period the county
was Cotaco. The first courthouse was in
holds ballot box used in elections decades ago. Below, left, front page of The Albany-Decatur Daily, later changed to The
Somerville, and subsequently five others
Decatur Daily; right, a display of a photo of past Publisher Barrett C. Shelton Sr. and his typewriter.
were built in Decatur on the grounds of
the current facility. The first courthouse
in Decatur, a frame building was located
in the area of what’s now Cotaco Park just
outside the current courthouse. A brick
facility replaced it in the late 1800s, and
records show that it burned in the late
1920s. While a new building was under
construction county government operated
out of a building located at Oak and Cain
streets Northeast, and moved into the
new building in 1928. The County Commission built the current courthouse in
the 1970s and employees remained in the
old facility until construction was complete in 1975. All the Decatur courthouses
were constructed in the same location.
“The county’s history is amazing and a
lot of people are interested in it,” said Allison. “We try to make it more visual
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Government Day
gives you an opportunity to see what
it’s like,” Long told the students.
19th. Students who were selected to
Americanism Chairwoman Earcounty and state elected positions
nestine Doubek of the American Lecame to the courthouse to shadow
gion coordinated the event and said
the officials who currently hold the
she was extremely pleased.
offices.
“The students were enthusiastic,
Chairman Ray Long welcomed the energetic and ready to learn,” she
crowd and told them about the work- said. “This was evidenced by their
ings of county government, specifiquestions and participation while
cally the executive branch.
attending the different sessions
“One day some of you might be here throughout the day. The American
running government, and this event Legion thanks all who participated
Continued from page 1

in this day of knowledge sharing,
especially the county officials, Phillip
Robertson, regional manager of
North Alabama Woodmen’s Life, Decatur, Brewer and Priceville high
schools.”
Long, and Commissioners Jeff
Clark, Randy Vest, Don Stisher and
Greg Abercrombie coached student
chairmen and commissioners during
a mock commission meeting. Clark’s
daughter Maurine was one of the
students selected for Clark’s seat.

Students were paneled in three
groups to conduct the mock meeting.
Each group ran the meeting with
ease.
Students went in groups with officials for a tour of the county jail before going to lunch at the American
Legion.
When they returned District Court
Judges Shelly Waters and Charles
Langham helped students who were
Continued on page 4

Executive branch of government

Clark and daughter, Maurine
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Government
Waters and Langham helped student
judges with rulings in the fake DUI
selected for judicial offices hold
case. The students did an impeccable
court. The students were prepped for job and provided a bit of comedy
the trial by the officials. Attorney/
throughout the process.
Circuit Judge candidate Charles ElAll students participated in the
liott helped the defense team present mock trial. Those who did not have
its case and an assistant district at- official roles in the judicial part of
torney assisted student prosecutors. the case served as jurors.

Continued from page 3

Student officials
These students were officials for a
day at the courthouse on Government Day, April 19th:

Decatur High
Christian Torress, Draven Sandifer, Abbie Lee, Trintin Dupper,
Kaden Rosencrance, Debora Martin, Samuel Rhodes, Jan Hollis
Poovey, Danny Martinez, Mark
Cheatham, Carson Gannaway,
Kenzie Cagle, Allison Smith,
Chayse Foster, Faith Frost, Jason
Hall, Carter Williams, Ragan
McNeill and Eva Carlson

Pricevillle High
Camryn Banks, Trey Lambert,
Cameron Hall, Mishay Long, Noel
Sabine, Rebecca Rotermund, Kalyn
Bedingfield, Ethan Patterson,
Bethany Burress, Maurine Clark,
Skyler Benson, Devyn Owens, Anna Akins, Brooke Fortinberry,
Kamryn Asher, Emma Kate Garrett and Kaylie Grantland

Brewer High
Gavin Young, Cameron Brown,
Brock Baker, Olivia Gullion, Isaac
Childs, Gaston Kinny, Eli Grantland, Caleb Gullion and Shelby
Allison

Overall, the students appeared to
have enjoyed Government Day.
Doubek gave a bit of history about
the event.
“The American Legion County Government Day was adopted by the
National Executive Americanism
Committee in 1950,” she explained.
“It was created to help high school

juniors gain a deeper knowledge of
the responsibilities and day-to-day
operations of county government and
public service. It prepares students
with information and confidence
they need to increase the numbers at
the polls.” Doubek emphasized the
importance of students experiencing
the election process for the event.

Judicial Branch of Government
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Law Enforcement Memorial Day

Honoring officers who have fallen in the line of duty
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
A slain Huntsville police officer’s widow
gave a compelling account of the day her
husband was shot to death by an illegal
immigrant during a domestic disturbance call.
Donessa Golden was keynote speaker
for the annual Morgan-Decatur Law Enforcement Memorial Service on May 15th.
Her husband Daniel H. Golden had
been an officer with Huntsville Police
Department three years when he was
killed on Aug. 29, 2005, according to reports.
His wife told the crowd specific details
about the shooting that occurred at a restaurant on Jordan Lane in Huntsville.
She said after being shot, and on the
ground her husband was able to fire his
weapon six times before the immigrant
shot him twice in the face.
Donessa Golden said her husband, a
Tennessee native, was a good man, and
she praised all fallen officers.
“It’s not how these officers died that
made them heroes, it was how they
lived,” she said.
The killer was tried and convicted of

capital murder in Madison County
and he was sentenced to death. He
committed suicide by hanging himself in his jail cell on April 26, 2015,
according to reports.
Decatur Police Chief Nate Allen
introduced Golden at the memorial
service and presented a red rose to

her. The roses were for placement
at the memorial for officers who
were killed in the line of duty.
Retired police chief Ed Taylor did
the roll call of other fallen officers.
They were: Officer E.L. Steele,
Decatur Police Dept.; Officer Jessie
“Lem” Jones, Decatur Police Dept.;

Officer William A. Baber, Decatur,
Police Dept.; Deputy Burns Almon,
Morgan County Sheriff’s office; Officer Thomas E. Wright, Decatur
Police Dept.; Capt. Thomas E. Maxwell, Alabama State Troopers; OfPlease see Memorial, page 7

Above, Donessa Golden at podium, delivering keynote address; Left, DPD Chief Nate Allen gives introduction of speaker; below, left, a Decatur police officer places a rose at monument in honor of a fallen officer;
and below, right, County Commission Chairman Ray Long, left and Decatur Mayor Tab Bowling , right, each
presents a proclamation for Law Enforcement Memorial Day.
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tion of cotton gins and sawmills.
the county seat was moved from
New industries once again chose
Decatur was chosen as the locaSomerville to Decatur, and has
to locate along the River, and protion for the great L & N car shops, remained there ever since.
vided employment for thousands.
which at one time employed over
During World War II, many MorMorgan County’s people perseContinued from page 2
2,000 men. Decatur’s “boom time”
gan County workers were emvered during the trials of the
came in 1887 with the establishployed at Ingalls Shipbuilding
Great Depression of the 1930’s,
venture collapsed amid controversy in
ment of the town of New Decatur
Corporation. The site of this shipbut new hope came to the area in
1841, the bank building remains the most
(later renamed Albany) and nuyard is now a harbor and enterthe form of the Tennessee Valley
recognizable Decatur landmark today. The merous businesses along the rivertainment venue. Morgan County
Authority. The system of dams on
other development in 1832 was the selecfront. Although growth slowed
began the 21st century with a new
the Tennessee River solved the
tion of Decatur as a terminus for the
after the terror of a yellow fever
spirit of industry and cooperation
problem of navigating Muscle
Tuscumbia, Courtland and Decatur Railepidemic in 1888, the town enthat provides a bright promise for
Shoals, brought cheap, plentiful
road. The railroad was designed as a
tered the 20th century experiencbetter lives for its citizens.
power to the region, flood control
means of swiftly moving cargo travelling
ing healthy growth and a variety
and the restoration of farmlands.
—Archivist John Allison
down the Tennessee River around the near- of new business ventures. In 1892,
ly impassable rocks of Muscle Shoals. It
was eventually incorporated into the Memphis/ Charleston Railroad, which built a
bridge across the Tennessee River at Decatur in 1855.

Bicentennial

Destruction from war
Morgan County experienced great destruction during the war of 1861-1865. Union and Confederate armies marched
through the county numerous times. Marauding troops took crops and livestock and
many people nearly starved. Decatur
switched hands several times during the
war, and was almost completely destroyed
when the Union fortified it to protect Gen.
W. T. Sherman’s supply line as he marched
across Georgia. Confederate Gen. John
Bell Hood and the Army of Tennessee engaged Federal troops entrenched at Decatur in October of 1864, and lost upwards of
1,500 men in the action there. Hundreds
of Morgan County’s men fought in the war.
Although the vast majority of Morgan
County’s white soldiers fought for the Confederacy, close to 100 fought for the Union,
and it was not uncommon for families to
have soldiers fighting on opposite sides of
the conflict. Morgan County was also the
only place in Alabama to raise a regiment
of United States Colored Infantry as former
slaves came to Decatur during Union occupation to join the106th USCI.
Restoration after the war
After the war Morgan County experienced
hardships but opportunity again came to
the area when the great Louisville and
Nashville Railroad was laid through the
county in the 1870’s. When the railroad
came the towns of Hartselle and Falkville
were established, and those towns experienced great growth through the construc-

Above, a voter list kept in bottom of a precinct box at a polling place during the 1930s; below, a Falkville Chronicle
from 1897.
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Memorial
County Commission Chairman Ray Long presented a county proclamation in honor of the officer Loyd Hays, State Conservation officer;
ficers; and Decatur Mayor Tab Bowling presentTrooper David E. Temple, Alabama State Troop- ed a city proclamation in their honor.
ers; Deputy Charles W. Bill Biles, Morgan CounSheriff Ana Franklin presided over the ceremoty Sheriff’s office.
ny.
Biles’ daughter and son placed a memorial rose
The release of doves, prayer and a 21-gun saat the monument for their father; and officers of lute completed the service. Invocation was given
the respective law enforcement agencies placed a by Tom Elder and Capt. Tom Sparks of the
rose for the other fallen officers as their names
Hartselle Police Department gave the closing
were called.
prayer. George Mobley released the doves. DepuContinued from page 5

ties Jason Byrd, Austin Wigginton, David Allen,
Vernon Loosier, Jerald Jenkins, Jon Mason and
Dallas Jones delivered the gun salute led by Cpl.
Garry Landers of the sheriff’s department.
The event is national and local entities here and
throughout the country observed the memorial
day with various events.
The Morgan-Decatur service was held in Cotaco
Park at the courthouse .

Boardman completes Military training
He is the son of Charles and Lauri Boardman, who works in the Morgan County probate judge’s office.
Boardman completed 20 weeks of intensive
training which included discipline, defense
tactics/techniques, rigorous physical activity, and active shooter weapons. Boardman
also received training in core values of the
Army, detainee operations, battlefield forensics, military police studies and urban warfare. He is stationed at Fort Hood, Texas.
He is a 2017 graduate of Hartselle High
School.

Doves were released as memorial service concluded.

About
Boardman

The Voice of

Pvt. Austin Cole Boardman, of Hartselle, graduated April 12th from Army Basic Military and Military
Police training at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.

Morgan County
@MorganCoComm

Rx cards still available

The publication is produced solely by Communications
Director Sheryl Marsh.

The Morgan County Commission still has free Rx discount cards
for county residents. Collectively, the cards have resulted in more
than $200,000 in savings for people who have used them.
To get your card please go to our website: www.co.morgan.al.us
and click on Coast to Coast to request one. We will mail it to you.
There are no eligibility requirements.

The Voice of Morgan County is published quarterly
and mailed to 46,000 homes. It is a product of the County Commission and no portion of it may be re-produced.
This is the third edition of the sixth volume.

Please be sure to view community videos on our website by going to www.co.morgan.al.us There, click on
county departments, then select Communications/
Community Relations and click on multimedia.
Morgan County Commission
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County schools
that Lacey’s Spring School has been
designated an Alabama Bicentennial
proach in the system to make sure
school; and during the 2018-19
students are included in their educa- school term the students will be
tional process.
learning about state and local histoEvery spring he provides a luncheon ry. In addition, they will find ways to
for children who are selected to meet give back to the community through
with him to discuss various topics
a project tagged: #wesoar. The proregarding education, and students
ject is designed to highlight history
say they love being involved.
of Alabama and that of Lacey’s
A distinct honor this school year is Spring. Another goal is to give stu-

Continued from page 1

dents a sense of appreciation for
their community.
Lacey’s Spring is one of only 200
schools in the state to receive this
distinction, leaders say.
CTE/Workforce Development Director Dr. Jeremy Childers is proud of
the honor. “We would like to thank
the Alabama Bicentennial Commission for their consideration in the
selection process, and we would also

like to thank Mr. Hopkins and the
Morgan County Board of Education
for providing us with the support we
needed to implement communitybased projects. We are excited to be
a part of this grand celebration and
to continue the proud tradition of the
Lacey’s Spring Eagles. We don’t just
fly, we soar.” This section is dedicated to showcase their achievements
during the 2017-18 school term.

Students and staff of Lacey’s Spring School celebrate being chosen an Alabama
Bicentennial School for the 2018-19 school year.

Robotics competition good
for building career paths

Students from Morgan County’s five high schools have been attending Superintendent Bill Hopkins Jr.’s Advisory Lunch meetings for the past several years
to discuss various topics including school safety, technology, academics and
increased opportunities to better serve students.
Every spring two students from each grade are selected by the administration
to meet with Hopkins, who provides lunch.
“These meetings are the most enjoyable and informative meetings I have all
year,” said the superintendent. “Students need to have a voice in their educational experience.”
Initially, students expressed mixed emotions when chosen for participation in
the meetings.
“Man, I thought I was in trouble”, said Kaden Bennett a freshman at Falkville

Please see Superintendent, page 10

In collaboration with Lockheed Martin the National 4-H Council has introduced an opportunity for designated states to attract more youth as well as
expand science programming. The goal is to guide students on STEM career
paths. Junior High Robotics teams from throughout the county were a part of
the event hosted by Morgan County Mech Tech. Morgan County Junior High
robotics teams had several challenges in the half-day competition that was
judged by members of the Mech Tech team. Extension 4-H Specialist/
Assistant College Professor Tony Cook attended the event and said:
“Engaging students in STEM helps to inspire the next generation. These students will be leading the way in innovation and they will be catalysts to
transform our future.”
Cotaco Jr. High Seventh-grader Blake Bennett appreciated the competition.
“I had lots of fun interacting with the other schools and competing against
their robot,” said Blake.
This annual event is creating the opportunity for our students across the
county to connect with each other and increase the interest in STEM careers.
This much needed pipeline of students will be the next generation in the
workforce and fill the essential roles as scientists, engineers and computer
science professionals.

June 2018
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The nasa experience
Morgan County Career/Tech students have been involved in several projects throughout the year including the NASA Hunch project. HUNCH (High School United with NASA to Create Hardware)
brings real-world engineering projects to the table for high school students to experience the process of producing hardware for NASA. Students were involved in fabrication, refinishing and
wiring projects that could possibly fly in space or assist on the flight deck. NASA rewarded the students with a special recognition event at the U.S. Space and Rocket Center on May 4. Students
received a certificate and free pass to the Space and Rocket Center. When Morgan County Schools Auto Collision instructor Glen Winton addressed the audience at the recognition ceremony he
explained that "Most people do not realize that refinishing an automobile is the same process that is used for parts at NASA and the HUNCH program." The Morgan County School system is
excited to extend our partnership with the NASA HUNCH program which was launched at the Morgan County Career Tech Center in 2003.

Morgan County students win places 1, 2, 3
and state championships in 2 categories

From left, Matthew Slaten, John Moore and Cole Maples

Seventeen students and instructors from the Morgan County School System joined students and career technical
education instructors from across the state in Birmingham during the week of April 25 th for the 50th annual Skills
USA state competition.
Students were extremely competitive in numerous contests ranging from esthetics to welding and captured wins
including winning state titles in a couple of contests.
Superintendent Bill Hopkins Jr. was quite impressed.
“This is what CTE is all about, giving students the skills and opportunities to be successful,” he said. “The Morgan
County School System is excited to have students who are ready to take their skills to the next level and to have
instructors who are willing to put in extra effort to benefit their students.”
Skills USA is a national membership association that serves middle school, high school and college students who
are preparing for a career in trade, technical and skilled service occupations. The partnership is made up of students, teachers and industry working together to ensure a skilled work force for America.
Winners from Morgan County schools were: Austin Powers-third in Collision Repair Technology; Allen Slaten-third
in welding; Isaac Clifton-second in power machines; Micheal Childers, Logan Couey and Tyler Long were state
champions in welding fabrication; Allyson Stephenson, state champion in esthetics. The school system had a clean
sweep in HVAC competition and the winners were: John Michael Moore-third; Cody Maples-second; and Matthew
Slate, state champion.
Congratulations to these students and instructors who will advance to the National Skills USA competition in Louisville, Kentucky this summer.
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the bicentennial celebration
At the Morgan County Courthouse

Superintendent
Continued from page 9

High. But, they attended meetings and they were grateful.
“I am glad that he cares enough
to take the time to come out and
talk to us,” said Falkville junior
Aaron Dove. Student Kari Brown
said she felt “honored and excited”
to be able to participate.
Students chosen for meetings
during past school term were: seniors Dustin Greenfield and Arianna Carroll; juniors Kari Watts and
Nathan McDonald; sophomores
Chris Sanchez and Kari Brown
and freshmen Abbygayle Mitchell
and Kaden Bennett.

Hiring exposition
Fifty-two seniors from throughout the county school system interviewed for positions with local companies when Morgan
County Schools hosted its first hiring exposition in a high school setting. The students were interviewed by a panel of area
potential employers. As job seekers, the students were prepared with resumes. They were divided in groups. The event was
a huge success with a majority of the students receiving job offers and accepting positions.
Will Dugger, a Priceville High senior was excited for the opportunity after interviewing with Huntsville and Decatur Morgan hospitals. School system officials look forward to enhancing the event for the 2018-19 school year.
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Commissioners’ Report
Projects underway in county districts
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
All commissioners are busy with routine
work and projects, and District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark has a huge project
planned to help deal with increased traffic
around the new Austin High School.
Clark said work is underway to improve
intersections that involve Hudson, Old
Moulton and Modaus roads.
“The action we took today regarding getting
property appraised and all that, is part of
our goal to make the improvements,” said
Clark. “They’re expecting a lot of traffic
once the new school officially opens, and
we’re going to do what we can to help make
travel more comfortable and safer. I anticipate a traffic light going up in the area.”
During a commission meeting on May 22nd
the commission authorized the chairman to
hire a property appraiser for proposed property acquisitions related to Pleasant Hill,
Hudson and Old Moulton roads relative to
Clark’s project.
District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest has
several active projects.
“We are presently mowing rights-of-way,
and performing site prep for Neel Volunteer
Fire Dept.,” Vest said. “We assisted with
Please see Report, page 14

Clark

Vest

Stisher

Abercrombie

District 1 shop employee Connie Puckett cutting trees on East Upper River Road.

District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest helped install these batting cases at West Park.

District 3 shop employees working in Lawrence Cove community.
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Commission honors Jail
officer for completion
of operations training
The Morgan County Commission
adopted a resolution in May to honor
a county jail officer, who completed
training through National Institute of
Jail Operations. The officer, Detention Corporal Casey Turpen was present at the commission’s May 8th
meeting to receive the framed resolution from Chairman Ray Long.
“We are always happy to honor our
law enforcement officers when they
complete training for their jobs,”
Long said. “It’s our pleasure to present this resolution to Corporal Turpen.”

From left, Detention Corporal Casey Turpen, County Commission Chairman Ray Long, and Jail Administrator Larry
Berzett.

Sponsor of this publication
Sponsor of this publication

Branch Locations
211 Lee St. NE
1830 Modaus Road SW
1309 Stratford Road SE

Support local businesses
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Thanks to these local
businesses for making
our bicentennial a
huge success through
their generosity

Sponsor of this publication

Ipsco Road,
Decatur

Point Mallard Parkway store

Sponsor of this publication
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Class of 2018

HS graduation
at courthouse
for four seniors
Four area high school students graduated May 21st during a special System of Services ceremony.

Coroner a member of state organizations

One student was from Brewer High,
two from Austin High and one from
Decatur High.
Graduation was held in the Emergency Management Agency auditorium at the courthouse.

Report
Continued from page 11
the installation of batting cages at
West Park; and we are 95% complete
with re-building McCleskey Road.
We are scheduling asphalting with a
contractor.”
Within a couple of weeks Vest says
shoulders will be re-built on Bud
Weaver and Breeding roads, which
were re-surfaced recently and will be
completed with striping soon.
Left with road damage from heavy
rains, District 3 Commissioner Don
Stisher has a lot of extra work going
on.
“Lawrence Cove Road was actually
sliding off the edge of the mountain
and we replaced culverts, built shoulders, rebuilt the roadbed and resurfaced it, along with Pine Burr Road,”
Stisher said. “These are well traveled
roads in the community and we are
glad to get them upgraded.”
Stisher says Vincent Mountain
Road is temporarily closed due to the
same problem.
“An edge of roadway was giving
way, so to protect the public we
closed it until we can determine the

The audience stands as graduates march in to Pomp and Circumstance at SOS graduation ceremony.

reasons of failure, and so that we
can do the work to repair the road to
safe standards. We plan to reopen it
in the near future,” he said.
In addition, West Lacon Road is
scheduled for resurfacing this sum-

Morgan County Coroner Jeff Chunn was
elected to the Alabama Coroners Association
Board of Directors for the fourth year, and he
was re-appointed to the State of Alabama
Training Commission at the organization’s
annual conference in April.

mer. Stisher says he continues to
help the towns of Falkville, Eva and
schools.
District 4 Commissioner Greg
Abercrombie has a lot of paving
planned.

“We’re paving and we plan to pave
a total of five roads,” said Abercrombie. We’re also patching others
where needed.”
All districts are mowing and keeping rights-of-way cleared.

Cedar Ridge Mock Trial
This sixth grade talented/gifted class from Cedar Ridge Middle School participated in a mock trial on May 8th at the courthouse in Circuit Judge Jennifer Howell’s courtroom.. In the background are from left, County Commission Chairman Ray Long,
Circuit Court Clerk Chris Priest and Howell.
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Child Advocacy Center fundraiser helps hundreds of local, abused children
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director

is referred for traumafocused cognitive behaviorStatistics continue to inal therapy.
crease rapidly as innocent
Referrals come from the
children become prey for
Department of Human Repedophiles here and
sources or the District Atthroughout the nation.
torney’s office, or law enThe Morgan County Child forcement, according to
Advocacy Center is here to Susan Goggins, center dihelp children heal from
rector.
sexual abuse and other
The stats will make you
forms of abuse inflicted by want to help these children.
adult predators.
“One in ten children will
The center provides a safe be sexually abused before
haven for children to tell
the age of 18,” Goggins
authorities and officials of shared. “About 90 percent
the abuse they’ve suffered. of victims of abuse know
There, a child talks with a their abuser. Only about 10
forensic interviewer, who
percent of children who are
also speaks with the child’s abused are abused by a
caregiver. The family is
stranger. About 30 percent
informed about what to
of children who are abused
expect during the process
are abused by a family
and the child is referred for member. Children who
a medical examination as
have experienced abuse are
well. In addition, the child at greater risk of develop-

ing mental problems including Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder. The CAC
strives to provide the services children desperately
need to return to their optimal level of functioning.”
Goggins said the number
of children served by CAC
has increased significantly.
During a three-year span
the number climbed from
144 to 317.
These young victims need
your help, and you may do
so by attending the CAC
annual Chair-ity for Children fundraiser August
16th at Sykes Place on Bank
Street. The event begins at
5 p.m. and will feature a
cash bar and silent auction
that will offer items that
include a beach vacation
with a luxury condo.
“Money raised during the

Chair-ity for Children fundraiser will ensure that children
continue to receive the important services offered by the
Child Advocacy Center includ-

ing forensic interviews, victim
advocacy and trauma-focused
therapy,” said Goggins. “All of
our services are offered free of
charge.”

16—The Voice of Morgan County

June 2018

