MORGAN COUNTY COMMISSION

June 2017

Volume 5 No. 3

He has 19 years and counting

Commissioner Jeff Clark ‘s priority is serving
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Nineteen years ago Jeff Clark promised residents of this county that he
would work hard to help improve their
quality of life, and be a leader of which
they could be proud.
Obviously, he didn’t let them down
because they have overwhelmingly
said yes to his re-election bids five consecutive times.
“Putting the residents first just comes
natural for me,” said Clark. They’re
the ones I represent, and I am accountable to them. And, we don’t show favoritism.”
Please see Clark, page 11

Students are
elected officials
for a day
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Students from Decatur, Austin,
Hartselle and Brewer high schools
showed they were worthy of the public offices that fellow classmates elected them to hold for a day in county
government.
While shadowing elected officials,
students got to see what they do, and
perform the duties of some of the officials in mock settings.
They were quite impressive, and

Clark in his seat at a County Commission meeting.

Please see Government Day, page 4

DHS Girls Tennis
Team wins state
6A Championship
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
When Decatur High School’s Girls
Tennis Team go to any court they are
Chairman Ray Long presents plaque to Decatur High Girls Tennis
focused on winning, and it was no difTeam
for winning state championship.
ferent recently when they won the 2017
Alabama 6A Tennis Championship.
lution to the 11th and 12th grade
goal since beginning tennis lesThe County Commission adopted a
team
members.
sons at the age of five,” Long said.
resolution honoring the team at a meet“I
understand
that
most
of
you
ing in May. Chairman Ray Long prePlease see Tennis champs, page 7
sented an inscribed plaque of the reso- have been working toward this

INSIDE
Law Enforcement Memorial service,
page 2

A close-up of
new Animal
Services Director Darren Tucker, page 3

Morris Anderson , a judicial legend retires, page 15
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They deserve the honor
Ceremony honors the memory of fallen officers, hails
those who have served and all who are currently serving
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
All speeches delivered on Law Enforcement Memorial Day at the courthouse emphasized heroism of fallen officers and those who have served
and who are currently active.
Morgan County aligned with the national holiday to hold its own ceremony on May 16th in Cotaco Park.

Decatur Police Chief Nate Allen opened the ceremony and welcomed all who attended.
His department’s Honor Guard posted colors at
the beginning of the ceremony as caged doves
waited to be released toward the end of the
event.
A small group of family members of some of the
fallen officers were seated in chairs designated for
them, while public officials gathered at the podi-

um and in grassy areas.
The keynote speaker was Alabama Attorney
General Steve Marshall, who expressed what law
enforcement officers mean here and nationally,
and they should be honored.
Marshall gave statistics, stating that the national death rate of officers in the line of duty has increased by more than 20 % compared to a year
Please see Honor, page 10

Left, top, Decatur Police Chief Nate Allen addresses the crowd; top inset, Commissioners Don Stisher and
Jeff Clark; beneath, from left, Sheriff Ana Franklin, District Attorney Scott Morris, Attorney General Steve
Marshall and Chairman Ray Long pose after the ceremony. Above, center, Marshall delivers keynote address; right, Decatur and Morgan County law enforcement officers stand at attention for 21-gun salute; and
below, doves are released.
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Darren Tucker works along with employees
as director of Morgan County Animal Services
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Darren Tucker is leading Morgan County’s
Animal Services, and in doing so he works
with his staff to help perform their duties.
Employees say he motivates them through his
eagerness to help and a positive attitude.
“He started working from day one. He got his
hands dirty doing work that we do,” said Corey Henson, who’s been working in the department 15 years. “He makes you want to do extra work, especially seeing your boss pushing
a broom or washing out cages. We’re glad to
have him here. He provides good leadership
and he’s a great boss. We have a team environment here now.”
Henson was one of the employees who applied for the director’s position when internally advertised more than a month ago.
Tucker says doing what the employees do is a
part of his character.
“I want to know everything about this department,” said Tucker. “I wouldn’t ask somebody to do something that I wouldn’t do. There
will always be a better job or a better paying
job, but I never want a person to say there’s a
better leader, and I strive to do my best in every aspect. We have a great staff of people who
do their work well and we are trying to do
some things to help them out.”
Prior to becoming director of animal services
Tucker was a regional manager for O’Reilly
Auto Parts in Hartselle.
He was tasked with the store’s opening there
14 years ago and was manager until he began
working for the county.
Former Hartselle Mayor Dwight Tankersley
said Tucker worked for his family’s business
T&T Auto Supply before it was sold to O’Reilly, and he was asked for a recommendation for
a manager.
“They asked me who would make a good
manager, and I gave them Darren’s name,”
Tankersley said. “He turned out to be a great
manager like I knew he would. When he
worked for us you never had to tell Darren
what to do. He was always going to find something to do. We never had a customer upset
because Darren would take care of it. He is a
people person.”
He added: “Darren is one of the most honest
individuals I’ve ever been around. He’s the

type of guy that I wouldn’t be afraid to hand my
wallet to, and I wouldn’t have to count the money
in it when I came back. You won’t find a better individual than Darren Tucker.”
After only three full weeks on the job, a visit to
the shelter found Tucker immersed in his work. He
hosed empty dog cages for new strays, and as he
continued his work he explained in detail what he
was doing.
The first week on the job he answered calls for
animal pickups.
“We’ve made a few calls, set out some traps,” he
said. “We went out one day and we were supposed
to pick up a dog, but it was a raccoon. We brought
it back and it was dehydrated. We gave it some
water and after it cooled down we let him loose.”
Already, Tucker says he has made changes and
others are planned to make the animal shelter
more public-friendly.
He said there was one veterinarian who was
providing all spay and neuter services for the shelter, and he has reached out to others to give them
an opportunity to do so.
“We wanted to include others so that it didn’t look

like we favored one over another,” Tucker said.
Community involvement is important.
“I like getting out dealing with the public, and we
want them to have a good image of the shelter,” he
said.
A major goal is to increase the adoption rate, and
to do so he plans to schedule time on weekends for
people to come to the shelter and adopt a pet.
Beginning Saturday, June 10th the shelter will
open from 8 a.m. until noon, and the schedule will
continue each Saturday, Tucker said.
“We’ll have adoption from 9 until 11:30 a.m. each
Saturday,” he added. “Of course we’ll still have
adoption all during the week. We want to save as
many animals as we can.”
In addition, Tucker has partnered with Hartselle
High to allow students to do community service at
the shelter.
“The school has a fraternity that wants to do community service in June and they can do that,”
Tucker said. “We might have them do a beautification project, put out some mulch, that sort of thing.
Please see Tucker, page 11

Tucker in his office at Morgan County Animal Services.
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Government Day
The student county commissioners participated
in a mock commission meeting, with commissionsometimes hilarious.
ers Jeff Clark, Randy Vest, Greg Abercrombie
Eighty juniors and seniors participated in Gov- and Stisher coaching them on conducting the
ernment Day at the courthouse on April 26th. The meeting.
event was sponsored by American Legion Post 15
They participated in three groups of five, and
and Americanism Chairwoman Earnestine
each group took action on one item of an agenda.
Doubek coordinated the event.
The last item was current, the gas tax increase,
The day began with a general assembly in Cirwhich is in the legislature. The student commiscuit Judge Steve Haddock’s courtroom where the sion unanimously passed a measure showing supstudents, elected and appointed officials gathport of the proposed tax, but not without rebuttal
ered. District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher welfrom a student, who addressed the matter as a
comed the group.
citizen.
“You are now elected officials,” Stisher told the
The students conducted the meeting well.
students. “It’s very serious business and I know
“I believe they really enjoyed it, and they easily
you take it seriously or you wouldn’t have run for acquired knowledge about workings of the Counoffice. One day I’ll see you on the campaign trail. ty Commission,” Clark said. “It was a great, fun
Just don’t run against me,” he chuckled.
time to interact with the young people and show
After Stisher’s address, students joined the offi- them what we do as their representatives.”
cials whose offices they won in the school elecAll students were taken across the street to tour
tions. Each school appointed students to make up the new edition of the county jail. Officials and
the Board of Registrars, so they shadowed the
students went to The American Legion for lunch.
registrars, who are appointed by state officials.
Commissioner Vest was the keynote speaker, and
Continued from page 1

stressed to the students the importance of work
ethic, which begins with household chores.
After lunch the group returned to the courthouse, and participated in a mock trial.
They served as judges, district attorneys, defense lawyers, law enforcement officer, bailiff,
defendant and witnesses.
The judges were coached by Judge Haddock and
Judge Jennifer Howell; the district attorneys by
Assistant District Attorney Charles Elliott, and
defense lawyers were coached by Attorney Wendy
Lopez.
Doubek said the day served its purpose of showing students how the local government entity
works.
“At the end of the day students take with them
valuable information about the duties and responsibilities of their elected, appointed officials,”
she said. “Because of this program these students
will be more likely to vote when they become of
age. The American Legion Morgan County Post
15 thanks everyone who helped make Government Day a success.”

The Student Officials
County Commission
Chairman: Hope Hendricks, Clint Sharp, Caroline Bibbee, Jaxon Salughter, Patti Alcaraze
Commissioners: Edgar Ramous, Karah Brown, Kayla Hill, James Mahlon Sansing, Zoe Deguzman, Henslee Brindley, Mary Catherine Beggs,
Nevin Hope, Wiley Irish, Jordan Eady, Bailey Roberts, Junior Garcia, Riley Thrasher, Martha Salinas, Baraa Abuhmoud, Sophia Brown, Ledia Grey, Tara Golden, Jasmine Ford, Lydia Gray, Mikayla Hawkins
District Attorney: Sam Watkins, Alexander Duykers, Mary Kate Hills, Will Larimore, Noah Blackney
District Judges: Hannah Appleton, Cooper Wood, Jasper Smith, Kaylee Brown
Circuit Clerk: Drew Mattox, Laura Leigh Vought, Rebecca Norton, Patton Coons
Circuit Judges: Kyle Campbell, Levi Cagle, Graham Rosenhoover, Carrie Hanners, Peyton Hill, Braleigh Mayer, John William Crawford, Jennifer Palma, Chuck Ord, Bao Nguyen, Adelline Daniel, Hanna Phillips, Beau Claborn, Levi Lanier, John Davis, Cassidy Arnold
Sheriff: Antonio Robinson, Tyler Peck, Lee Edwards, Josh Marsh, Auston Howard
Probate Judge: Brooks Blaxton, Haley Earwood, Ellen Davis, Carmen Romera, John Cagle
Revenue Commissioner: Sundos Abumoud, Morgan Bryson, Joshua Vincent, Emma Lindsey
License Commissioner: Christopher Humphrey, Foster Sims, Mya Barnes, Buick O-Donnell, Mitch Grammer
Board of Registrars: Chairman: Olivia Hawkins, Paxton Montgomery
Registrars: Dan Fite, Reagan Whitehead, Alexus Page
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The Executive Branch

Lunch at the American Legion
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Tennis champs
Continued from page 1
“Your hard work and perseverance has paid off
with this prestigious championship.”
Long added: “Not only are you successful ath-

letes, but you also have academic accomplishments as well.”
He noted that several are members of the National Honor Society having received academic
pins and letters, and of the 30 plus ACT Club as

State champs

well as leaders on the Student Council, and they
promote school spirit as cheerleaders.
“This is certainly a well- rounded group,” Long
said.
Coach Kyle Justice and Assistant Coach Wesley
Swoopes, and the girls’ parents were present at the
commission meeting where their children were honored.
Team members and their parents: Anna Kthryl
Layton, daughter of Stacy and Jeff Layton; Beverly
Fite and Dawson Fite, daughters of Kim and Dan
Fite; Katherine Scott, daughter of Amanda and David Scott; Margaret Lucas, daughter of Cindy and
Dan Lucas; Anna Quinn Weaver, daughter of Sabrina and Bill Weaver.

About
The Voice of
Morgan County

The team and their coaches
(Anna Quinn Weaver not pictured)

Rx cards still available
@MorganCoComm

The Morgan County Commission still has free Rx discount
cards for county residents. Collectively, the cards have resulted in more than $200,000 in savings for people who have
used them.
To get your card please go to our website:
www.co.morgan.al.us and click on Coast to Coast to request
one. We will mail it to you. There are no eligibility requirements.

Morgan County Commission

The Voice of Morgan County is published quarterly and mailed to 46,000
homes. It is a product of the County Commission and no portion of it may be reproduced. This is the third edition of the
fifth volume.
The publication is produced solely by
Communications/Community Relations Director Sheryl Marsh.

Please be sure to view community videos
on our website by going to
www.co.morgan.al.us There, click on county departments, then select Communications/Community Relations and click on
multimedia.
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A second chance gave them marching rights

Seven students graduate high school
in special ceremony at courthouse
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
On the heels of expulsion, they were given a
second chance to complete their studies and
graduate from high school.
Seven seniors from Decatur City and
Morgan County schools were referred by the
county’s juvenile court system for participation in Morgan County System of Services
Credit Recovery Program.
They completed the program and graduated in a ceremony at the courthouse on May
23rd.
At least three plan to pursue higher education, according to Mary Copeland, one of
two instructors for the program
SOS Executive Director Dr. Sara Bruce Hall
said the program doubled its number of
graduates from last year.
“This is our second graduation,” said Hall.
“The parents get to watch their children
walk. It’s great for the kids as well as monumental. Hopefully they’re on their way to
higher and better things.”
The students were referred to the SOS program by Morgan juvenile court officials,
Hall said.
“Most, but not all are in the juvenile system and it was recommended that they
come to us, not as punishment, but for an
opportunity to overcome their obstacles and
still graduate, and they did so on time,”
Hall said.
Students’ diplomas come from their respective schools.
“The schools had to approve their credit
earnings and the diplomas are actually official from the schools,” Hall explained.
They could not march with their graduating classes because they were expelled.
Family filled the Emergency Management
Agency auditorium and smiled as their students in caps and gowns marched into the
room to Pomp and Circumstance.
Hall and juvenile court officials gathered

on stage to conduct the ceremony.
After graduation the students and those who attended enjoyed refreshments.

Juvenile Probation Office Director Jeff Simmons
said the day was an awesome event, and “Moments
like this make it all worthwhile.”

Left. officials prepare for ceremony; Center, students march into auditorium; right, they stand to receive diplomas.
The students’ faces are not shown due to age.

Dr. Sara Bruce Hall, left, and Morgan County Superintendent Bill Hopkins chat before the ceremony.
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Commissioners’ Report
Districts busy with mowing, bug spraying
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
It’s the season for mowing grass, keeping
brush trimmed back from rights-of way and
paving among other things in each of the county’s four districts.
Commissioners are busy as usual.
District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest has several resurfacing projects planned.
Vest
Abercrombie
Stisher
Clark
“We resurfaced three roads and totally rebuilt Goose Pond Road,” Vest said. “We are
continuing to work on others with plans to re- progressed to the point that the steel has been put up. We District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark says his
surface about seven others. The site prep for
have completed our weed spraying and started mowing
shop employees have completed several road
Oak Ridge Volunteer Fire Department has
rights-of-way.”
projects and they have helped with grading
for a water line project.
“We are really busying with cutting grass
from the rights-of-way and with bug spraying, “Clark said. “There’s always work to do.”
In addition to mowing, bush hogging and
bug spraying, District 3 Commissioner Don
Stisher said his shop employees are preparing four miles of road for chip sealing. Also,
he said workers have been cleaning up debris from a recent storm.
District 4 Commissioner Greg Abercrombie
said his shop crew is busy also with mowing,
bug spraying and road projects.

Televised County Commission
meetings

Bridge building
District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest, left, and Chairman Ray Long look at progress of bridge replacement on
Vaughn Bridge Road.

You may watch County Commission
meetings on Saturday on WYAM TV 51 in
the 8 a.m. time slot. The commission
meeting airs immediately after the Decatur City Council meeting. The commission
meets the second and fourth Tuesday of
each month.
Videographer Derrick Shull covers the
meetings for the TV station.
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The young champs
Parks and Recreation girls team wins state basketball championship
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Eleven girls made Morgan County proud when
earning a state title and bringing home a trophy
in March for their hard work and athleticism.
The 8U Morgan County All-stars’ quest for winning the state basketball championship began in
a county park under the leadership of their coaches Jill Faulkner, John Whisenant and Kevin Tur-

ney.
They defeated multiple teams and won the district tournament to earn a spot in the Alabama
Recreation and Parks Association Basketball
Tournament held in Gadsden March 9-11. The
district tournament comprised cities in North Alabama, including Huntsville, Cullman, Boaz and
Albertville.
Morgan Park and Recreation Director Sean Dai-

ley said the girls, eight years old and under, were
remarkable.
“What I found very interesting about this team
is that they all played,” said Dailey. “The coach
would send in five players and in a few minutes
she would put in others. It wasn’t like you played
five starting players the entire game. This was a
total team effort where everybody played. They
were a lot of fun to watch.”

Honor
Continued from page 2
ago. He said this is unacceptable.
Before District Attorney Scott Anderson introduced Marshall to deliver his address,
Hartselle Police Chief Ron Puckett gave the
invocation, and Sheriff Ana Franklin followed
with introduction of elected officials.
After Marshall’s speech County Commission
Chairman Ray Long praised law enforcement
officers, and read a proclamation the commission approved to honor police. Decatur Mayor
Tab Bowling followed with a proclamation
from the City Council.
Retired Decatur police Lt. Frank Debuty
called roll of those who died in the line of duty in Morgan County. As he called each name
a police officer would put a rose in a vase at
the memorial. A deputy escorted Barbara
Biles Thompson, daughter of William “Bill”
Biles, a deputy who was slain as he checked a
suspicious vehicle near Brewer High School
in 1985.
Debuty appeared to be a bit emotional as
he read the names and gave snippets of each
officer’s tragic situation.
He said he prays such tragedies never happen again.
The eight and under Morgan Parks and Rec team
hold the trophy they earned after winning the state
tournament in March.

The program concluded with the release of
doves, Puckett’s closing prayer, followed by a
21-gun salute and taps.
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Tucker
Continued from page 3
The county really built a nice facility
here.”
Like past directors of animal services,
Tucker will receive formal training to enhance his knowledge in the field.
Tucker wears another hat as Mayor of
the Town of Somerville. The position is
part –time and he easily manages to do
both, just as he did when he was manager
of O’Reilly.
As with other employees Tucker will
work a six-month probationary period.
After six months his performance will be
evaluated to determine if he becomes a
permanent employee.

Clark
Continued from page 1
While working in the District 1 shop, he knew one
day that he would seek to be the district’s leader.
“I say very humbly that my dream was to succeed
Mr. White, I trusted in God to get me there by making the people’s hearts receptive to me,” he said.
Before succeeding the late E.V. “Plug” White as
District 1 commissioner, Clark worked as foreman
in White’s county shop.
His first job in the shop was in 1983.
“I was there three years, but left and went to work
for the City of Decatur. I was there for about 11
years, and Mr. White offered me a job as his foreman, so I came back to the county in 1997,” Clark
explained.
White who served as the district’s commissioner for
four decades, retired, and Clark ran for the positon
and entered office in 1998.
Once elected Clark began his branding throughout
the district, building a huge park with a state-of-the
-art concession stand with a strong retro resemblance of a café where patrons sit and enjoy their
food.
Clark is proud of accomplishments made in the
district and throughout the county.
“We fixed a lot of roads where two cars couldn’t
pass. We widened them to make them safe,” he said.

Left, Tucker hosing a dog cage. Right, he checks one of the felines.

“We’ve been able to get water and sewer to folks
who didn’t have treated water. It’s always good
to give people something that they didn’t’ have,
but needed.”
In addition, Clark has helped schools with projects, as well as the county’s volunteer fire departments.

“We paved parking lots at the volunteer fire
stations. We started doing that from the time I
got elected and it’s been ongoing. We’ve also
helped our area schools with various projects,
including paving.”
Continued on page 13

James Jones, a District 1 employee on a tractor dispensing grass seed in area where water lines were installed on Marsha Avenue.
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Woodmeade Field Trip

A third grade class from Woodmeade Elementary School toured the courthouse in April . Rotary Club of Decatur Daybreak sponsored the field trip. The students are
shown during the tour in the above photos.

Sponsor of this publication
Sponsor of this publication

Branch Locations
211 Lee St. NE
1830 Modaus Road SW
1309 Stratford Road SE

Support local businesses
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Clark

Sponsor of this publication

Continued from page 11
Clark’s district covers Decatur, Trinity, Priceville, the edge of
Somerville, the edge of Hartselle and Mud Tavern.
He is a family man. He and his wife Annette have five children:
Blaine, Bennett, Whittney, Mauriene and Lacey.
Clark’s work is not limited to his county shop. He helps make
major decisions for the county at commission meetings twice each
month. His duties there also include working on an annual budget that exceeds $40 million.
He votes with the other commissioners to approve each fiscal
budget.
“When making those decisions I have our residents in mind,” he
said. “I want the very best for them, for our county. “We take
pleasure in making and keeping our county ranking among the
best in the state.”
Chairman Ray Long says and other commissioners agree that
Clark serves well.
“Jeff is a fine commissioner and does a great job for the people,”
said Long. “He is a fantastic public servant, who works real good
with fellow commissioners.”
Clark is serving his fifth, four-year term on the commission and
his most rewarding experience has been: “Serving the people.”

Sponsor of this publication
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Morgan County Bar Association member quizzed lawyers on 14th Amendment on Law Day
Testing lawyers’ knowledge of constitutional law was a
highlight of Law Day at the courthouse in April.
The designated date for the national day is May 1st, however, the Morgan County Bar Association chose to celebrate it
on April 28th.
The theme for this year’s event was : The 14th Amendment:
Transforming American Democracy.
MCBA President Julia Roth addressed the crowd to begin
the program.
Vice President Kirby Harris-Vickery quizzed attorneys Denise
Hill and Allen Stoner individually on parts of the 14th Amendment. They could get help with a question from the audience of attorneys, or they could call a pal for help.
Overall, the two did well.
Law Day was established by proclamation Feb. 3, 1958
through the administration of President Dwight Eisenhower.
Subsequently, each president has issued an annual Law Day
proclamation. In a joint resolution by Congress in 1961 the
date of May 1st was officially designated for celebration of
the national day.
The day is to help people appreciate their liberties and
affirm loyalty to their country, with emphasis on equality and
justice.

Morgan County Bar Association Vice President Kirby Harris-Vickery, left, asks Attorney Allen Stoner
(seated) a trivia question about the 14th Amendment. In the inset above Vickery questions Attorney
Denise Hill.
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Judicial legend retires after five decades
Morris Anderson’s retirement
date has three—fold significance
By Sheryl Marsh
Communications Director
Morris Anderson’s retirement from the judicial
system was a three-fold celebration at the courthouse on May 19th.
In addition to his retirement he also celebrated
his 75th birthday and 55 years of marriage to his
wife JoAnn.
A retirement party was held with a crowd that
extended far into the hallway outside the thirdfloor courtroom where he has taken notes on a
stenographer for nearly 53 years.
Well-wishers included many from within the

judicial system and from the community.
His family flocked together in the jury box to
hear three people tell “Morris” stories they developed working with him throughout the years.
Decatur Police Department Internal Affairs Director Rick Archer sparked laughter as he told
about his days in court as a young investigator
with Morris swearing him in to testify in cases he
made.
Archer said Morris was extremely encouraging
and made him feel comfortable in the courtroom
setting.
Then, as years went by, Morris started to make

funny faces, like crossing his eyes while placing
Archer under oath to testify.
Archer said he could barely keep from laughing
but managed to do so.
Attorney David Langston sparked laughter whe
he referred to Morris as “one of the best lawyers
in town” because of his wealth of knowledge in
the legal field. He said Morris was an asset to the
system.
Retired District Court Judge David Bibb told
how he and Morris were both from Anniston, but
Please see Anderson, page 16

Left, Morris Anderson, left and retired District Court Judge David Bibb share a humorous moment while Attorney David Langston, left of Anderson, looks on. Right,
from left JoAnn Anderson, DA investigator Johnny Coker, District Attorney Scott Anderson, daughter Charlee and wife Cindy chat before the party.

16—The Voice of Morgan County

June 2017

Anderson
Continued from page 15
didn’t meet until after they had both settled in Morgan
County.
Bibb said Morris made work fun at the courthouse,
and: “I never thought this event would take place, and
I’m kind of skeptical about it now.”
He told the crowd not to be surprised if they didn’t
learn that it had been one big party when Morris returned to work the following week.
Laughter erupted.
Morris’ son Stan was MC for the party and told what
life was like for him and his brother, Morgan District
Attorney Scott Anderson. Stan said Morris was a great
father.
Finally, Morris spoke. He told a few stories of his own
about attorneys and the first two judges for whom he
worked.
He said he couldn’t talk about the other two, Sherrie
Paler and Jennifer Howell, who were present.
Morris’ first official court reporting job for the state
was with the late James N. Bloodworth beginning in
1964 and then, with the late Richard L. Hundley from

Morris’ son Stan presents him with a plaque of the Anderson family tree.
1968 until 1994 when Paler was elected. He
worked with Howell after her election in 2012
until his retirement.
When he addressed the crowd at his party

Sponsor of this publication

Morris had a handkerchief that he said he
would use if he started sweating.
He became teary, and as he wiped his eyes he
said: “I’m sweating”.

