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officially unveiled 

Bit of history 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
 Morgan County Comes of Age, the latest 
display at the Archives building on Bank 
Street,  depicts  transformation from the 
post-Civil War era to development of a 
modern industrial economy. 
  The display details the arrival of people 
from across the country and internation-
ally who contributed to the county’s 
growth. 
  Portrayed  through photographs and ar-
tifacts are scenes of Decatur as a riverboat 
town; impact from a thriving railroad in-
dustry;  a growing African American com-
munity during segregation and  the emer-
gence of Tennessee Valley Authority. 
  “This exhibit highlights the industrious-
ness of Morgan County’s people in the 
face of numerous challenges of the late 
19th and 20th centuries,” said Archivist 
John Allison. 
  Allison, who unveiled the exhibit before a 
small gathering on Oct. 30th,, expressed 
gratefulness to state Sen. Arthur Orr and 
the County Commission for supporting 
the project; and Alabama Mountains Riv-
ers and Valleys- Resource Conservation 
Development Council and Alabama 
Mountain Lakes Tourist Association for 
securing funding for the project. 
  Artifacts are quite interesting and in-
clude Mayor H.A. Skeggs’ derby hat, a 

  The commissioners were sworn  in on 
Nov. 16th to begin serving new terms.  
  Stisher  warded off an opponent in the  
Republican Primary to keep the office 
he’s held  for more than 20 years.  He 
didn’t have Democratic opposition in the 
General Election. 
  Abercrombie, who’s been in office since 
2008, didn’t have opposition in the  Re-
publican Primary or General Election. 
  The commissioners expressed apprecia-
tion for voters. 
  “I am humbly grateful for the voters of 
Morgan County for electing me to a 6th 
term on the commission,” said Stisher. I 
will continue to serve them and put forth 
my best efforts to improve their quality of 

 Chairman Ray Long holds the Bible while Judge Howell administers oath of office 

to District 4 Commissioner Greg Abercrombie. 

Commissioners Stisher, Abercrombie 

take oaths to serve new four-year terms 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
Circuit Court Judge Jennifer How-
ell administered the oath of office 

to longtime District 3 Commis-
sioner Don Stisher and District 4 
Commissioner Greg Abercrombie 
in November. 

  Circuit Judge Jennifer Howell administers the oath of office to District 3 Com-

missioner Don Stisher with his daughter Cassie, and grandson Daigen holding 

the Bible and his wife Van  behind him. 

Please see Exhibit, page 2 

Please see Oaths, page 2 
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Oaths 
life, which includes keeping the roads 
safe and assisting other agencies and 
public servants such as volunteer fire 
departments.  It’s an honor to serve all 
the people.” 
  Abercrombie is equally appreciative. 
“While I didn’t have any opposition, I 
am thankful for the people of this coun-
ty and I look forward to serving them 
another four years on the commission,” 
said Abercrombie.  
  Commissioners run staggered terms. 
District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark and 
District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest 
are in the second year of current terms. 

Exhibit 

whiskey decanter from “Miss Kate” 
Lackner’s bordello, the late Decatur 
Daily Publisher Barrett Shelton Sr.’s 
typewriter, a 4-foot long model of ships 
built at Ingalls Shipyard during WWII 
and many other items. 
  Thirteen of Decatur’s most influential 
men and women are featured  in the 
display,  including Ellen Hildreth, 
founder of Alabama’s first women’s 
suffrage society, and T.W. Bridges, the 
county’s first Black agricultural exten-
sion agent. 
  “The themes in the display include 
“The Changing Land, “Joining the 
World Market”, “Immigration”, “Old 
Town and Segregation”, “Saints and 
Sinners”,  and “Taming the Tennessee”. 
A 45-inch monitor shows photographs 
and maps from the period. We are cer-
tainly proud of it, Allison said.  “It’s a 
new educational exhibit that includes 
descriptive panels, photos, artifacts and 
videos to bring the story to life.” 
  Allison is responsible for turning the 
county’s Archives  into a  state-of-the- 
art facility. In addition to creating great 
historical displays, he also  sought 
funding, with the help of Sen.  Orr,  to  
improve the  interior and exterior of 
the building.  It’s a major tourist attrac-
tion that  lures travelers from across 
the country. 

Continued from page 1 

  Left, Abercrombie and Stisher after being sworn in for new terms; right, Judge Howell with Commissioner Stisher and his 

family before the swearing-in ceremony. 

Continued from page 1 

 Top, holding a replica of a $65,000 check, from left, District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest, Allison, Long, Orr and  RC&D Con-

sultant Drayton Cosby; right top, Orr addressing crowd; bottom left, Allison speaks and right, Long  gives a  brief speech. 
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District Court Judge-elect 

Kevin Kusta to replace 

retiring Judge Langham 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Although District Court Judge 
Charles Langham wasn’t quite 
ready to leave the bench, he says his 
replacement Kevin Kusta is more 
than capable to handle the judge-
ship. 
  “It’s very bittersweet for me. I love 
what I do and enjoy working,” said 
Judge Langham. I truly believe that 
Mr. Kusta will be able to step in 
from day one and serve the people 
of Morgan County very well.” 
  Langham, who has served in the 
Place 3 judgeship since 2008, falls 
under a state law that doesn’t allow 
judges to seek another term beyond 
age 70. 
   District Court Judge-elect Kusta, 
43, is ready to put his experience as 
a practicing attorney, mostly in dis-
trict court, to work. 
  “I hope to lean on Judge Lang-
ham’s knowledge He’s great at his 
job,” said Kusta. I won’t be doing 
juvenile delinquencies and civil. I’ll 
do all child support and private cus-
tody cases; and one-third of crimi-
nal and one-third dependency cas-
es,” Kusta said. 
  He said he plans to judge fairly 
and with integrity in all cases. 
  Langham is handing over the gavel 
to Kusta for Morgan County, but 
he’ll pick up another one  when he’s 
called by the Alabama Administra-
tive Office of Courts to preside over 
cases in other counties when judges 

recuse themselves  for such reasons 
as conflict of interest. 
  “I’m already set up with AOC to 
serve as judge throughout the state, 
and I look forward to doing so,” he 
said. 
  Still, he will miss many people in 
the Morgan judicial circle. 
  “Some of the people at the court-
house have been here 25 to 35 years 
or more and I will miss them. I’ve 
known them a long time and they’re 
dedicated to their work. And, we 
have an outstanding Bar Associa-
tion. I will miss them all.” 
  He and wife, Sonja, a nurse, won’t 
leave town right away. 
  “Sonja wants to complete 40 years 
at Huntsville Hospital and that will 
happen in November 2021. We’ll 
see what the future holds at that 
time.” 
  Both look forward to spending 
more time with their daughter, 
Erin, her husband Avery and grand-
children, Clara Grace and Emory. 
  Langham is elated that Kusta 
chose to keep his judicial assistant, 
Jackie Lansdell, who has worked 
with Langham for more than 30 
years, beginning in his private law 
practice. 
  “Jackie is a great employee with 
valuable knowledge about the judi-
cial system,” Langham said. 
  Kusta will take the oath of office 
on Jan. 11th and his first day on the 
job will be Jan. 19th.  It was slated to 
be a day earlier, but it’s a holiday. 

  A retirement party will be held for Lang-
ham on Jan. 8th. 
  “It’s been an honor to serve the people 

of Morgan County,” said Langham. They 
put their trust in me and I’ve tried to earn 
that trust every day.” 

Revenue Commissioner, License Commissioner get new terms 
  License Commissioner Sharon Maxwell didn’t 
have any challengers for a re-election bid and 
will begin a second term in January. 
Longtime Revenue Commissioner Amanda Scott 

didn’t have opposition and will begin her fifth 
term next year.  
  Scott, who has held the office for more than 20 
years, handily defeated opponents in past elec-

tions. 
  Maxwell is completing her first term.  
  The term for each office is six years. The next 
election will be in 2026. 

 Kusta, Langham and Judicial Assistant Jackie Lansdell, seated. 

Langham, right, passes the gavel to Kusta. 
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Deputy Circuit Clerk Janell Connor’s experience is valued 

Making it all come together 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Dividing her day between Decatur 
High School and working in the Morgan 
County Circuit Clerk’s office, Janell 
Connor had no idea that she would em-
bark on a career.— One in which she 
would rise to be second in command as 
deputy circuit clerk to Circuit Clerk 
Chris Priest. 
  Her judicial career began in the 1970s. 
  “I started working in the office when I 
was a senior in high school. We were in 
the old courthouse. I went to school a 
half day and worked the other half for a 
grade in a business class,” she said. Cleo 
Teague was the circuit clerk and he 
hired me full-time after I finished 
school.  My mentors were Melba Dutton 
and Christine Terry, who, each had a 
strong work ethic and they taught me 
everything about the office. Melba was 
deputy clerk at the time and later she 
became district court clerk, a job that no 
longer exists. It didn’t take long for me 
to fall in love with the office. I still have 
the same warm feelings for it today that 
I had when I started.” 
      Connor is knowledgeable of the en-
tire operation and supervises 16 em-
ployees in all three of Priest’s offices.  
She is the absentee voting inspector. 
  During the Nov. 3rd General Election 
when the office had an unprecedented 
number of absentee ballots, Connor said 
counting lasted almost twelve hours. 
  “We started at 7 a.m. and finished 
around 8 p.m.,” she said. “We had three 
voting machines going.” 
  The process entails opening each ab-
sentee envelope, checking to make sure 
all required documents are included, 
and after inspection employees enter 
ballots  into the voting machines. 
  “It’s a process, but we got the job 
done,” she said.  
  She recalled a huge difference from the 
past. 
  “We used to have to hand count every 
ballot and that made for a long night. 
There were no computers, but we still 
got the job done.” 
  Although she knows how to do most of 
the jobs, Connor gives credit to the oth-
er employees. 
  “All of us work together and it’s always 

Absentee ballot  count highest in county ‘s history 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
 The Circuit Clerk’s office received the 
largest number of absentee ballots in 
the history of Morgan County and the 
process ran smoothly. 
  “We sent out 5,554 ballots and 5,287 
were received back in the office,” said 
Circuit Clerk Chris Priest. When you 
look at 96% of ballots returned, that is 
a really good percentage. The office 
had a lot of long days and nights.” 
  Despite the large batch of ballots, 
employees managed to get them all 
counted during the General Election 
on Nov. 3rd. They began processing 
the ballots at 7 a.m. and were finished 
by 8 p.m. 
  “I’m very proud of our entire staff, in 

Deputy Circuit Clerk Janell Connor 

office. All the employees are good at what 
they do.” 
  She worked several years with retired 
Circuit Clerk John Pat Orr. 
  “John Pat was great to work for and so is 
Chris, easy to get along with and that 
makes me like my job that much more.” 
  Born and raised in Decatur, Connor and 
her husband Allen have one daughter, 
Renae. 
  If she had to choose a career again: “I’d 
make the same choice. I love what I do.”  
  Priest says Connor is the “backbone” of 
the circuit clerk’s office. 
  “Not surprising, her job performance 
was at such a high level that former cir-
cuit clerk Cleo Teague hired her as soon 
as she graduated,” Priest said. “Since that 
time Janell has been the definition of an 
exemplary worker. She often comes in 
early, stays late and never says no to a job 
that needs to be done in our office. She 
has the unique ability to understand and 
work in a complex accounting program, 
but can also explain those complex terms 
and concepts to lay-people. We are fortu-
nate to have Janell alongside us.  She has 
been involved with every facet of the cir-
cuit clerk’s office and we as a county are 
better for it. We all enjoy working with 
her and hope she’ll be here many more 
years.” 

been that way,” she said. It takes 
everyone to get the work done. It’s 

not a one-person show.  I’m really a 
bookkeeper. I handle finances in the 

particular the work done by the first-
floor absentee office where employees, 
Renae Reynolds, Timika Stewart, Cin-

dy Lyle and supervisor Charlotte Pid-

Please see Absentee, page 7 

Circuit Clerk Chris Priest submits  voter packages to Renae Reynolds in the absentee office. 
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Technology investment pays off during elections 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Probate Judge  Greg Cain tapped 
into technology to modernize opera-
tions when he entered office almost 
13 years ago and  he’s seen it come 
full circle. It has really benefited  elec-
tions. 
    As returns came to his office 
through an operation implemented 
by Chief Clerk Kate Terry, Cain was in 
control of the office computer system 
to enter the vote totals from data 
packs. 
  The results from each of the county’s 
39 polling places were on a thumb 
drive that he or Terry placed in the 
standalone computer for which  Ste-
ven Weber, owner of Georgia-based 
Mirus Group, created a one-step pro-
cess.  Cain explained that he uses 
Election Reporting Manager provided 
by Election Systems & Software 
(ES&S), a company that provides 
elections equipment throughout the 
state.   “Steven programmed a process 
to where we can transfer data out of 
the ERM with one click of the mouse.  

The ERM is not connected to any net-
work and cannot be accessed or 
hacked. The only way anyone can ac-
cess it is to come to our office and go 
to it. That’s why we have all the glass 
doors, so that people can’t just walk 
into an office at will.” 
  The first change Cain made after 
becoming probate judge was to make 
sure ballots from elections were 
placed under the sheriff’s watch. The 
sheriff joins Cain and the circuit clerk 
as the county’s election officials. 
   In addition to security, Cain stream-
lined the returns intake process. 
  “None of the changes reflect upon 
Judge (Bobby) Day. He was a fine 
probate judge and did a great job,” 
Cain said. “After each election we 
asked for feedback from all involved 
to determine ways to make things 
better.” 
  As new voting equipment emerged 
Cain invested. 
  “We bought electronic poll books for 
all precincts and they work really Chief  Clerk Kate Terry, left, and Probate Judge Greg Cain entered results  into the 

high tech  system as they arrived from polls during the Nov. 3rd General Election. 

Courts running smoothly despite COVID-19 pandemic 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
 Morgan County Circuit Court judges 
are handling between fifty and one 
hundred hearings each week as well as 
criminal trials and civil cases while 
COVID-19 cases continue to mount. 
  Courtrooms are safe as officials have 
measures in place to ward off the 
deadly coronavirus, according to Pre-
siding Judge Jennifer Howell. 
  “Large dockets are being called in 
groups at different time intervals to 
allow for social distancing and court-
rooms are being cleaned and sanitized 
daily by courthouse staff,” Howell 
said. “Courtrooms have limited seat-
ing to allow for distancing and screens 
have been placed in many areas for 
participants’ safety. Rather than jurors 
deliberating in smaller juror rooms 
the circuit court judges have made 
arrangements for them to deliberate 

Please see Technology, page 7 

in courtrooms, the jury lounge or 
other large spaces in the court-
house.” 
   Trials resumed Sept. 14th and the 
court has held several jury terms 

including two domestic relations 
dockets, a restitution recovery dock-
et and miscellaneous dockets. 
  “Each courtroom handles 50 to 100 
hearings or more a week,” Howell 

said. Dockets have run efficiently  with 
court attendees being careful to abide by 
courtroom and courthouse rules, including 
not congregating in hallways and wearing 
masks.” 
  Jurors feel safe. 
  “In querying jurors after completion of 
jury service, they have reported feeling 
comfortable and safe,” Howell said. 
  The court tried  a capital murder case in 
September which ended in a guilty  ver-
dict.  Also, circuit court scheduled a week 
of civil bench proceedings,  one for civil 
jury trials and another for miscellaneous 
hearings that will run through the end of 
the year.  The court has also held  several 
virtual hearings through Zoom, including 
appearances of defendants at the county 
jail and those in custody of  the Alabama 
Department of Corrections and others at  
federal prisons. 

Presiding  Circuit Court Judge Jennifer Howell 

Please see Courts, page 12 
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Internal post office 

added at courthouse 

 Chairman Ray Long made a proposal to the 
county commission for an internal  post of-
fice at the courthouse for outgoing, incom-
ing and interoffice mail. The commission 
approved the project and Maintenance Di-
rector Wayne Lindley and staff went to 
work. 
  A month later a post office was located in 
the basement, complete with keyed mail 
boxes for each department. 
  “They did a fantastic job and we’re proud 
of our little post office,” said Long. “This 
will cut out the traffic between all the offices 
in the courthouse and department heads 
can go to one central location to send and 
pick up mail.” 
  The commission also authorized Long to 
hire an employee to run the operation after    
Ricky Cross retires in a couple of months. 
  Duties include transporting outgoing mail 
to the U.S. Post Office on Well Street North-
east. 
  Lindley hired Chuck Sparks, who worked 
in Community Corrections, to fill the posi-

Ricky Cross, right , training  Chuck Sparks  to take over  duties in newly created post office. 

2020 census—the final count 

Please see Post office,  page 12 

Priceville   number 1 in Morgan County response 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
    Kudos to Priceville residents  for 
84% participation in the 2020 census, 
hoisting Morgan County’s  total rate to 
71.5%. The county’s participation rate 
was 67.5 % during the 2010 census. 
  “We’re thrilled that more people par-
ticipated this year,” said Chairman Ray 
Long. “It gives us a better chance of 
not losing funding or representation in 
Washington. I thank all residents that 
participated in this year’s census.” 
Hartselle had the second highest par-
ticipation rate at 77.5 percent, com-

pared to 72.7 percent during the cen-
sus 10 years ago. 
    Alabama lined up with other states 
in the country with a 99.9 total enu-
meration rate for the 2020 census. 
The state self-response rate was 63.6, 
locking in with the national average. 
The non-response follow-up (with 
federal census workers) rate of 36.3% 
factored with the self-response rate 
made up the total enumeration per-
centage, according to North-central 
Alabama Regional Council of Gov-
ernments representative Cissy Pear-
son.  

  Pearson says she’s appreciative of 
those who helped push the drive for 
residents to participate. 
  “We were able to increase our over-
all self-response rates across Morgan 
County. This would not have been 
possible without the assistance of 
partners , including local govern-
ments, school systems and business-
es,” Pearson said. “Social media was 
the new way of communicating the 
importance of responding to the cen-
sus. Information was shared by nu-
merous organizations. It was defi-
nitely a group effort.” 

  District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark, who 
lives in Priceville, says he’s not only 
proud of the town’s participation, but of 
the entire county rate. 
“I think it would’ve been even better 
without the presence of COVID-19,” 
Clark said.  It  affected so many residents 
in different ways. I am  glad to know that 
our overall rate was up from last year.” 
  The  federally mandated census takes 
place  at the turn of each decade. 
  The next census will be in 2030. 
 
  *Please see a comparison chart on 
the next  page. 
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Technology 

well,” he said.  We replaced AutoMark, 
for ExpressVote, which is newer tech-
nology. It’s handicap accessible and 
allows disabled people to mark their 
ballots.”  
  Recent changes include delivery of 
returns to the courthouse. 
  “About two elections ago Kate imple-
mented Election Central, which allows 

poll workers to drop off returns at var-
ious central locations in the county to 
keep them from having to drive to the 
courthouse. The drop-off points are 
working great. The sheriff oversees the 
operation.” 
  Terry is equally pleased with the op-
eration and the technology for running 
elections.  
  “Elections run really smooth and it 
decreases the time for getting the re-

turns in,” said Terry, who recently be-
came a certified elections administra-
tor. 
  During the Nov. 3rd General Election, 
which drew 53,662 of the county’s 
85,559 registered voters to the polls, 
Cain said a problem was identified. 
  “Decatur Baptist Church had ex-
tremely long lines which caused longer 
waiting time,” he said.  “Julian Harris 
School was the polling place for that 

area before Decatur Baptist and it was 
cramped.  So, the church offered us 
their facility. That area is continuing 
to grow and we’ll have to make ar-
rangements to accommodate voters in 
that precinct. It may be adding more 
poll books or workers. It’s definitely 
something we’ll look into before the 
next election.” 
  Overall, the elections of 2020  did not 
experience any major issues. 

Probate Judge Greg Cain 

elected to national EI-ISAC 

-cock worked with walk-in voters and 
sent out many applications,” Priest 
said. They did a spectacular job. The 
fourth floor office employees, Dawn 
Wright, Ali Cook, Charlotte Terry and 
Deputy Clerk Janell Connor also as-
sisted with mail-in ballots and an 
overflow space for absentee voters. 
All were excellent in helping get the 
work done.” 
  To accommodate voters, Priest 
opened the absentee voting office on 
a Saturday in October. 

 “Absentee voting has been a year-
long process. We opened the absentee 
voting office right after Jan. 1st for the 
March Presidential Preference Prima-
ry,” Priest explained. When the pan-
demic hit the governor issued a state 
of emergency which continued 
through the primary runoff in July. 
After the runoff, we began receiving 
applications for the General Election.  
This continued through the end of the 
election.” 
  Priest and his staff continued to per-
form judicial duties while handling 
absentee voting. 

One of six in the nation 

Census 2020 by the numbers 

Continued from page 5 

Absentee 
Continued from page 4 

Probate Judge Greg Cain’s expertise 
in elections and technology has 
earned him a place on the Elections 
Infrastructure-Information Sharing 
and Analysis Center Executive Com-
mittee. 
  Six  local election officials make up 
the national committee. Cain was 
nominated and elected to the commit-
tee that’s tasked with supporting 
cyber security needs of the elections 
subsector. He’s the only election offi-
cial from Alabama. Election agencies 
are able to gain access to an elections-

focused cyber defense suite which in-
cludes: sector specific threat intelli-
gence products, incident response and 
remediation threat; and vulnerability 
monitoring, cyber security awareness/
training products and tools for imple-
menting security best practices. 
  “I’m honored that I was elected, and 
happy to serve,” Cain said. 
  His term runs through 2022. 
  In addition to Cain’s achievement, 
Chief Probate Clerk Kate Terry is now 
a certified elections administrator. 
She’s one of only 1,000 in the country.  

  Morgan County Engineer  Greg 
Bodley was elected president of the 
Association of County Engineers of 
Alabama. Bodley will preside over 
meetings of the organization, head-
quartered in Montgomery and an 
affiliate of the Association of County 
Commissions of Alabama. 

Bodley has been 
the county’s engi-
neer since 1997 
and was assistant 
engineer prior to 
moving into the 
lead position. 

County Engineer Greg Bodley elected president  

of  Association of County Engineers of Alabama 

Bodley 

Courthouse holiday schedule 

The courthouse will be closed on the following days during the holiday sea-
son: 

Christmas Eve, Thursday, Dec. 24th 

 
Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 25th 

 
New Year’s Day, Friday, Jan. 1st 

North-central Alabama Regional Council of Governments 
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 Clark Vest Stisher Abercrombie 

Commissioners’ Report 

 

Districts  finishing projects, working on others 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

 Commissioners are finishing projects and 
beginning others while preparing for winter. 

  District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark said 
work at the intersection of Old Moulton and 
Modaus roads  is temporarily halted. 

  “We’re waiting for concrete and pipe to con-
tinue,” Clark said. “In the meantime we’re 
hydroseeding ditch banks. We have from 600 
to 700 feet of it done. We’re also still cutting 
rights-of-way and hope to finish that in two 
weeks or so. We’ve had some good weather to 
do the work and I hope it continues until we 
finish.” 

  District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest says 
his shop employees are doing site prepara-
tion for a building to house revenue, license/
tags satellite offices; and   parks and recrea-
tion and commission on aging employees. In 
addition, the shop helped with site improve-
ment where  a central office for the sheriff’s 
office will be built. 

  “We are preparing to rebuild shoulders on 
three newly, resurfaced roads and we are as-
sisting in the completion of the rear parking/
instructional area at Neel Volunteer Fire De-
partment,” Vest said. “In addition, our equip-
ment is being transitioned from summer to 
winter environment applications.” 

     District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher com-
pleted projects in his district. 

“We made shoulder improvements on Nat 
Key Road, and we are completing a drainage 
project there as well, said Stisher. “ We are 
restriping several roads including Highway 
41, Mt. Zion, Willhite and 55 West, while per-
forming routine maintenance, patching pot-
holes, cutting brush from rights-of-way and 
applying  fall pre-treatment to grass on rights
-of -way.” 

  District 4 Commissioner Greg Abercrombie 
has completed several projects. 

  “We finished widening and paving Hulaco 

Road and finished a bridge on the 
other  side from 67 east,” said Aber-
crombie. “We’ve also paved Bryant 
Road and widened and paved Talu-
cah Road. We’re finishing building a 

pad for the new license and property 
tax offices that’s going to be right 
behind the District 4 shop.”  All dis-
trict shops are stocked with road 
treatments such as salt and sand to 

deal with winter weather. 

  “I just replaced an old spreader 
that was here when I first came,”  
Stisher. We’re ready, said Stisher” 

Road work in District 3 

Site preparation for new county offices facility in Hartselle 
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Gum Pond Volunteer Fire Dept. 

honors  Commissioner Stisher 

for training tower assistance 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher 
is always glad to provide assistance to 
other agencies such as the county’s vol-
unteer fire departments.  
  Recently, he was honored for provid-
ing a driveway and parking lot for a 
training facility at Bethel Gum Pond 
Volunteer Fire Department. 
  “We thank Commissioner Stisher and 
his District 3 shop employees for their 
dedication and support for the drive-
way and parking lot,” said Fire Chief 
Mike Hill. 
  Hill presented an appreciation plaque 
to Stisher at a meeting in September. 
  The training tower will be used by 
other departments in the county. 
  “This will be an asset for Bethel Gum 
Pond and other county departments 
and neighboring departments in 
providing better training and lowering 
insurance premiums. This will help 
keep resources in the area in case of 
emergencies,” Hill said. 
  The facility was completed in August. 

It was built in compliance with Insur-
ance Services Office (ISO) require-
ments and in accordance with National 
Fire Protection Association standards, 
Hill said. The building has a live fire 
training/smoke room and a three-story 
drill tower. In addition, it has an artifi-
cial smoke distribution system, sprin-
kler system, stand pipe system, Fire 
Department Connection (FDC), rope 
anchors and a vertical rescue hole. 
  “We thank Mr. Stisher and we also 
thank Cullman County Water Depart-
ment for their dedication and support 
with water lines and fire hydrants,” Hill 
said. “This was a total team effort by 
everyone.” 
  Stisher is always there to help. 
  “We appreciate opportunities to be 
able to help our volunteer fire depart-
ments,” said Stisher. “They provide a 
much needed service for our county 
residents. The training facility will help 
other fire departments throughout the 
county and in surrounding areas. It is 
most definitely  high  quality  and well 
equipped for training.” 

  Gum Pond-Bethel Volunteer Fire Department Chief Mike hill, left, presented 

an award of appreciation to District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher during a 

commission meeting in September. 

  Commissioner Stisher provided  foundational work  seen here, for  the fire 

department’s new training facility that will benefit other fire departments, 

also. 

  Chairman Ray  Long congratulates Robert Elliott Jr. after he took oath of 

office as Morgan County Schools superintendent. 

New mcs superintendent 
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MCS School News 

Jobs program students receive  

grant for a 21st century classroom 
   MCS Jobs for Alabama Graduates program participants re-
cently received a grant to upgrade their classroom, creating a 
21st Century design. Students helped Specialist Brooke Hudson 
select furniture and they designed the classroom.  Their vision 
was supported by Director Jeremy Childers and Brewer High 
School Principal Kevin Serrett. 

Morgan County Schools celebrate military veterans every year on Veterans Day. This year, 
several schools chose to have a program with veterans driving through school campuses 
where students waved American flags  and cheered in appreciation of their service. Mike 
Childers attended the event at Cotaco School and said, “This is the best Veterans Day event I 
have ever been a part of.” 

Students honor veterans 

New JAG room 

Pre-schoolers have been learning about 

nighttime and to celebrate, students were 

granted a “pajama day”.  

Morgan County Schools Technology 
Park preschoolers enjoyed Halloween 
during the annual festivities, which in-
cluded trick-or treating at Brewer High 
School. 

Morgan County Tech preschoolers have fun Helping students 

Union Hill School received a grant recently to pur-
chase a washer and dryer to help with student needs.  
Initially, a grant request was made to the Morgan 
County Schools Foundation, which doesn’t fund 
grants for appliances. However, foundation member 
Tiffany Brightwell felt it was a good cause, so she 
asked Jesse Stutts, Inc. for a sponsorship and he was 
happy to purchase the washer and dryer. Union Hill 
alumna Susan Bodkin donated detergent and so did 
Arab Electric, which also provided other cleaning sup-
plies. 

 Students learn to use  appliances. 
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 School News 

  Priceville High School’s Future 
Business Leaders of America mem-
bers participated in the state’s virtu-
al Joint Leadership Development 
Conference and had a great time. 
The students attended the virtual 
meeting in the school’s library, lis-
tening to keynote speakers and en-
joying a game to win prizes. FBLA 
members enjoyed the virtual confer-
ence that will help enhance their 
leadership skills. 

Priceville High FBLA 

members enjoy 

virtual conference 

  Priceville FBLA members  listen to Gov. Kay Ivey during the 

virtual  conference in the school’s library. 

 

Six  certified to go to 

work after high school 
Six senior health science students of Morgan County 

Schools Technology Park recently passed the Patient 

Care Technician Certification examination, which places 

them in line for employment upon high school comple-

tion. The students are Lindsey Fowler, Dallas Linder-

man, Jake Lawrence, Kallie Parker, Whitley Payne and 

Tiffany Prus. Congratulations.  

Cosmetology students  create styles for contest 
 
Cosmetology students are using skills and creativity to design stylish looks with headdresses, makeup and jew-
elry unique to each designer for the Cosmetology Avant-garde contest. The styles will be judged and graded and 
there will be a winner from each class. The winner will  receive a prize and their  design will be displayed in the 
classroom. 

  Making Thanksgiving  
 dessert  for  the class 
 
 Right, Culinary students, Seniors Austin 
Medley and Lillie Pierce show off the pe-
can pie they made for the Thanksgiving 
meal for their class. 
Below,  from left, Freshmen Jade Stamm, 
Gracie Davis and Jacey Atkinson practice 
cutting play dough before cutting the real 
dough. 
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Courts 

  “Holding inmate hearings virtually 
reduces the risk of inmate COVID ex-
posure while coming to and from facil-
ities ; and additionally saves the cost of 

transporting inmates between facili-
ties,” Howell said. “Zoom hearings 
have also been advantageous for out-of
-town court participants, including 
witnesses and others who are quaran-
tined or at risk. It allows them to testi-

fy remotely from the comfort of their 
home or office.” 
  Moving cases through the system 
lessens the threat of a backlog. 
  “The circuit court is pleased with the 
progress that has been made with re-

gard to the caseload and we do not 
anticipate a major backlog because of 
the efforts of the judges, the circuit 
clerk’s office, attorneys and others in-
volved in the process,”  
said Howell. 

Commission holds mandated organizational meeting 
To comply with state law, the Morgan 
County Comission held its organiza-
tional meeting on Nov. 11th at the 
courthouse. 

  Chairman Ray Long announced that 
the meeting is mandated by state law 
and must be held eight days after the 
General Election. 

  District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher 
and District 4 Commissioner were 
sworn in by Presiding Judge Jennifer 
Howell two days before the organiza-

tional meeting. 
The meeting was routine, with com-
missioners voting on agenda items. 
Long extended congratulations. 

Post office 

in Community Corrections, to fill the position. 
Cross is currently training Sparks. 
  Prior to the in-house post office, Cross went 
to each office daily to deliver and pick up mail. 
  The post office is one of many facilities Lind-
ley and his staff have added to the courthouse 
over the years.  Projects include courtrooms, 
offices and whole departments. 
  They are frequently renovating offices. 
  Without a doubt they have saved the county 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in labor 
costs. 
  “We certainly don’t take them for granted,” 
said District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark. Their 
work is invaluable and I for one appreciate 
everything they do,.” 
  District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher echoed 
Clark. 
  “It’s not every day that you find a talented 
and skilled group of employees like Wayne 
and his team. They all work together well to 
tackle massive construction projects. I’ve  wit-
nessed them hard at work and they do it all 
without complaining. I just want them to 
know how much I appreciate what they do,” 
Stisher said. 
  District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest and Dis-
trict 4 Commissioner Greg Abercrombie both 
expressed appreciation for Lindley and his 
staff. 

  Left,, Chuck Sparks an administrative assistant in the maintenance department sorts mail to process for  transport 

to the post office while Ricky Cross  performs administrative duties on the mailroom computer. In top inset, Cross 

and Sparks place mail in department  mail  boxes.  

Continued from page 6 

Continued from Page 5 
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Fill a need this Christmas 

Neighborhood Christian Center needs 

donations to help  families, children 

Christmas Fun 

Opportunities to enjoy holidays in and around Decatur 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  With COVID-19 still rampant, limiting 
holiday activities, residents can still enjoy 
the season. If you’re looking for something 
fun to do this season Decatur has much to 
offer. Decatur- Morgan County Tourism 
Bureau and Alabama Mountain Lakes 
Tourist Association have recommenda-
tions for local and surrounding areas. 
  Cook Museum of Natural Science 
where children and adults get to interact 
while learning about nature through first-
class exhibits, is a great place to begin in 
Decatur. CVB is offering “Fall in Love with 
Decatur” Staycation packages. 
  Special rates will be offered separately by 
businesses in the package, according to 
President/CEO Danielle Gibson.  To re-
ceive discounted rates an ad can be found 
at: https://www.decaturcvb.org/
staycastions/ at the “guest services desk”. 
The offer expires Dec. 31st.  
   The bureau also recommends cultural 
events and a film series at historic Prin-
cess Theatre for the Performing 
Arts.  The theatre’s films will include 
comedies, dramas and holiday movies. All 
are family-friendly. 
  If you like art at its finest, Carnegie Vis-
ual Arts Center is the place to go to see 
local, regional and national exhibits that 
feature all mediums of visual art through-
out the year. There is no better time to 
take all this in than the holidays. 
  Alabama Mountain Lakes Tourist Associ-
ation offers EarlyWorks Children’s 
Museum in Huntsville. Santa’s Village 
will be themed “Ten Nights of Santa” and 
hosted inside EarlyWorks museum, a 
change from prior years when it was held 
at Constitution Village, according to AM-
LTA Social Media Manager Melea Hames. 
  “The new location will allow organizers to 
uphold safe capacity limits, social distanc-
ing and sanitizing protocols,” Hames said. 
  Ten Nights of Santa will be held nightly 
at 5 p.m. beginning December 13th and 
conclude on Wednesday, December 23rd. 
  “The re-imagined program will offer sev-

Please see Holiday fun, page 14 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Imagine, a child awakening on 
Christmas Day with no toys, no gifts.  
 It happens all the time and that’s 
why Neighborhood Christian Center 
officials and volunteers work tire-
lessly to find help for families and 
children during the holiday season. 
  The faith- based organization, lo-
cated on Bank Street, is seeking do-
nations of new toys for children reg-
istered for the toy store. 
  In addition NCC is asking for spon-
sorships for families and donors for 
its “Adopt a Child” Christmas pro-
grams. 

  “We have been able to bless so 
many families through our Christ-
mas Ministry over the years because 
of the generous support from this 
community,” said Co-Director Pame-
la Bolding. Thank you for your un-
derstanding and we look forward to 
the years to come.” 
  A donor who adopts a child receives 

a wish list to shop for items rather 
than donating toys for the in-house 
toy store. 
  NCC can only accept new toys and 
gift cards that should be delivered to 
NCC at 619 Bank Street Northeast.  
Donors may also order toys and have 
them shipped to the center. 
  The center receives monetary dona-
tions, also. Center employees/
volunteers will use the money to 
shop for wish list items for the chil-
dren in NCC Christmas Ministry. 
   
  For more information please call: 
256-351-7633, or go to their web-

site: https://www.decaturncc.org. 

  Santa’s workshop featured at EarlyWorks Museum. 

Courtesy photo 

https://www.decaturcvb.org/staycastions/
https://www.decaturcvb.org/staycastions/
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Support local businesses 

-eral safety-inspired Twists, including 
Santa visiting children while protected 
by “Santa’s Magic Show Globe”, 
Hames explained. “Due to an acci-
dental spill of magic elf dust at the 
North Pole Santa gets confined in the 
magic globe. However, the jolly old elf 
is determined that his confinement will 
not impact his ability and desire to 
meet with children and spread Christ-
mas cheer.” 
  In addition, the museum will safely 
provide a special hands-on exhibit ti-
tled Toys: The Inside Story for visitors 
to learn how toys work, and a look in-
side the gears, cams and pulleys exhib-
it. Other activities will include the Lego 
River water table, holiday inspired 
craft making in the STEM Learning 
Lab, the Pirate Ship and Video Game 
History room. 
  The cost is $10 per person. Admission 
is free for children 12 months and un-
der. Tickets will be available online: 
www.earlyworks.com. 
   Another holiday outing is Rickwood 

Caverns’ Wonderland under Warri-
or. Located in Warrior, after a brief 
closure in 2016, the state park emerged 
as one of the major attractions in the 
state, Hames said. 
  “What makes Rickwood Caverns State 
Park unique is its massive network of 
underground caverns that feature in-
triguing geological formations, under-
ground pools and rare bland cavefish,” 
she said. 
  Wonderland under Warrior trans-
forms a cave into a wonderful holiday 
delight. Visitors will see over 100,000 
twinkling lights and walk an illuminat-
ed path among the stalactite, stalag-
mites and other unique geological for-
mations. 
   
  The event ran Nov. 21-29 and re-
sumes Dec. 2-6. The final dates are 
Dec. 9-13 and Dec. 16-30 from 2 to 8 
p.m. Admission is $10 per person. 
 
For more information please visit:  
https://www.alapark.com/parks/
rickwood-caverns-state-park/
wonderland-under-warrior. 

Continued from page 13 

Holiday fun 

Rickwood cave as “Wonderland under Warrior” for Christmas. 

Courtesy photo 

http://www.earlyworks.com
https://www.alapark.com/parks/rickwood-caverns-state-park/wonderland-under-warrior
https://www.alapark.com/parks/rickwood-caverns-state-park/wonderland-under-warrior
https://www.alapark.com/parks/rickwood-caverns-state-park/wonderland-under-warrior


December 2020 December  2020 The Voice  of Morgan County-15 

Branch  Locations 

211 Lee St. NE 

1830 Modaus Road SW 

1309 Stratford Road SE 

Sponsor of this publication 

Sponsor of this publication 
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  The Voice of Morgan County is a product of the Morgan County Com-

mission and none of its content may be reproduced without permission 

from the governing authority. 

The commission established the Communications Department, from which 

the quarterly publication was created in 2012, and it currently goes into 

more than 48,000 homes throughout the county. 

  It is produced by Communications Director Sheryl Marsh. 

 The Morgan County Commission  has  

free Rx  discount cards for county 

residents. Collectively, the cards have 

resulted in hundreds of thousands of 

dollars in savings for people who 

have used them. 

  To get your card please go to our 

website: www.co.morgan.al.us and 

click on Coast to Coast to request 

one. We will mail it to you. There are 

no eligibility requirements. 

@MorganCoComm 

Morgan County Commission 

About  The  Voice of  Morgan County 

Rx cards  available 

Merry Christmas! 


